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T  O    T  H  E 

K       I       N       G's 

MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 
MOST  GRACIOUS  SOVEREIGN, 

I  L  L  E  D    with    the    ideas    of 
your  Majefty's   piety,   wifdom,  juf- 
tice  and  benevolence,   the  author  of 
the   following   treatife,    prefumes   to 
lay    it    at    your    feet:    indebted   to 
the    princely   munificence    of   your 
Majefty,    and   your   royal   predecef- 
fors,  for  his  prefent  rank  in  life ;  and 
educated,    from    his    earlieft   youth, 
in  the  principles   of  loyalty   to  the 
crown,  and  attachment  to  the  confti- 
tution  of  his  country,  in  church  and 
ftate,   he  ventures  to  approach  your 
Majefty,   as  the  advocate  of  religion, 
morality,    and  learning ;    to   whom 
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can  they  fly  for  protection  and  re- 
lief, with  fo  much  propriety  as  to 
your  Majefty,  who  is  the  true  father 
of  your  people,  the  ornament  of  hu- 
manity, the  perfect  model  of  every 
chriftian  virtue,  and  the  munificent 
patron  of  the  arts  and  fciences.  Re- 
lying on  your  Majefty's  equity,  wif- 
dom  and  generofity,  their  caufe  is 
moft  humbly  fubmitted  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's consideration,  by 

YOUR  MAJESTY'S, 

MOST    HUMBLE, 

MOST    DUTIFUL, 
MOST    FAITHFUL 


Chancery-lane,  SUBJECTANt)   SERVANT, 

Dublin,  July  6,  1777. 

PATRICK    DUIGENAN, 


PREFACE. 


JLX  S  the  promotion  of  the  Right  Hon. 
John  Hely  Hutchinfon,  one  of  his  Majef- 
ty's  Privy  Council,  in  Ireland,  Honorary 
DoElor  of  Laws,  and  a  prattifing  Barrifter, 
to  the  place  of  Provoft  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  has  flruck  people  in  general,  with 
more  amazement,  and  has  been  already, 
and  is  ftill  likely  to  be,  attended  with  more 
ruinous  confequences,  as  well  to  that  College, 
as  to  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland,  than 
any  one  ftep  which  has  been  taken  by  the 
fucceffive  governors  of  that  kingdom,  fince 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth;  I  {hall,  in  the 
following  facets,  firft  explain  the  motives 
which  induced  Earl  Harcourt,  Vice-roy  of 
Ireland,  to  recommend  Mr.  Hutchinfon  to 
his  Majefty,  as  a  proper  perfon  to  fucceed 
the  late  Provoft  :  in  the  next  place,  I  fhall 
difpaffionately  inquire,  whether  he  is  capa- 
ble of  performing  the  duties  of  his  ftation  ; 
andlaftly,  I  (hall  faithfully  ftate  to  the  pub- 
lick, 
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lick,   in  a  detail  of  incontrovertible  fafts,  the 
manner  in  which  he  thinks  fit  to  govern  the 
College.     I  am  indebted  to  the  College  of 
Dublin  for  my  education,  and  my  prefent  em- 
ployment ;   I  was  a  member  of  it  for  twenty 
three  years  and  upwards,  and  one  of  its  Fel- 
lows for  fifteen  years  ;   my  moft    valuable 
friends  are  at  prefent  Fellows  of  it,  but,  from 
the  rigour  of  it's  ftatutes,    deprived  even  of 
the   poor   confolation  of  complaint  for  the 
injuries    and   infults  already  heaped    upon 
them,  and  which  they  daily  fuffer.     I  can- 
not therefore,  fit  an  unconcerned  fpeftator  of 
its  mifery  and  ruin  :  but  if  none  of  thefe  mo- 
tives had  exifted  to  incite  me  to  my  prefent 
undertaking,  yet  my  regard  for  the  intereft 
of  learning  and  religion,   would  fufficiently 
ftimulate   me    to  make  an   effort,  however 
weak,  to  prevent  their  total  extirpation  from 
this  realm,    in  which  they  were   fo  happily 
planted  by  the  renowned  Elizabeth.     The 
condudt  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon  to  me,   whilft  I 
remained  a  Fellow,   will  appear,   in  the  fol- 
lowing fheets,  candidly  related  :    But  left  it 
fhould   be  aflerted,  or  infinuated  by  him  or 
his  friends  (if  any  friends  he  has)   that  my 
private  animofity  againft  him,    on  account  of 

his 


PREFACE. 

his  infolent  and  injurious  behaviour  to  me 
(and  not  the  motives  which  I  have  juft  men- 
tioned) have  influenced  me  to  this  publica- 
tion, I  think  it  neceflary  to  declare,  that  I  ne- 
ver entertained  even  the  thought  of  expreff- 
ing  my  private  refentment  by  a  pen,  and  that 
I  never  would  have  inferted,  in  the  following 
fheets,  one  line  concerning  any  tran  faction 
which  has  pafled  between  Mr.  Hutchinfon 
and  me,  but  from  the  confideration  that 
thefe  infults  and  injuries  were  heaped  upoji 
me,  as  a  Fellow  of  the  College,  in  the  exer- 
cifeof  my  duty,  and  for  my  faithful  difcharge 
of  it  :  And  that  he  never  would  have  ven- 
tured to  infult  me,  had  I  not  been  a  Fellow, 
and,  as  it  were,  bound  hand  and  foot,  by 
the  chains  of  the  ftatutes ;  fo  that  my  fta- 
tion,  not  I,  was  infulted  ;  and  as  his  out- 
rageous behaviour,  to  the  members  of  the 
College,  is  one  »f  its  many  grievances,  and 
naturally  falls  under  that  part  of  my  fubjed: 
which  relates  to  his  conduft  in  the  govern- 
ment of  it,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  that  I 
fliould  mention  his  conduct  to  me,  as  well  as 
to  the  other  members.  In  the  performance  of 
this  tafk,  nothing  whatfoever  fhall  induce 
me  to  deviate,  in  the  fmallefl  degree,  from 

the 
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the  truth  :    I  ihall  fet  forth  fuch  fadls  only, 
refpefting  his  conduct  in  the   College,   a3  I 
can  prove    before     the    venerable     Vifitors 
(when    their  graces    Ihall    think  proper   to 
give  me  an  opportunity   of  doing  fo)   by  a 
number  of  the  mod  refpe&able  witnefles  : 
as  one  coniiderable  part  of  my  defign  in   the 
following  publication,  is  to  roufe  up  the  pub- 
lick  to  call   for,    and  the  Vifitors  to   com- 
mence,    a    ftatutable  examination    into  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  before  the  ruin 
of  this  unfortunate  feminary   ihall  be   com- 
pleted,   I  will  take  care  not  to  amufe  either 
the  Publick  or  their  graces  with  ill-founded 
or  trifling  charges.     I  think  I  am  in  full  pof- 
feffion  of  fuch  Facts,  as  muft  convince  every 
thinking  perfon,   that,   if  he  is   fuffered    to 
remain  unpunilhed  and  uncontrolled   at  the 
head  of  the  College,    for  fo  fhort  a  term  as 
five  years  from  hence,   the  College  will  no 
longer  exift  ;   that  is,    the  building  may  re- 
main in  its  prefent  condition  :    but  religion, 
morality  and  literature  (for  the  promotion  of 
all  which  it  was  founded)  will  be  exiled  from 
its    walls ;    its    revenues    will    be,    for   the 
greater  part,   wafted  and  deftroyed  by  him- 
felf,  his  children,  his  fervants,  his  dependants 

and 
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his  tools }  and  the  reft  appropriated  to  the 
fupport  of  a  pack  of  indigent,  illiterate 
wretches,  who  will  engage  to  vote  at  eledi- 
ons  for  fuch  perfons  as  he  fhall  think  fit  to 
nominate  reprefentatives  in  parliament  for 
the  College,  and  to  infult  fuch  members  of 
the  Univerfity  and  College,  as  he  (hall  think 
fit  to  halloo  them  at  j  care  will  be  taken  to 
provide  fucceffors  to  this  gang,  with  fimilar 
qualifications ;  and  thus,  in  the  language  of 
our  blefled  Saviour,  the  College,  from  being 
the  houfe  of  prayer,  will  become  a  den  of 
thieves. 
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THE  PRESENT  DEPLORABLE  STATE 


OF       THE 


COLLEGE, 


H  E  College  of  the  holy  and  undivided 
Trinity,  of  queen  Elizabeth,  near  Dublin, 
is  the  only  feminary  of  learning  in  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  and  the  mother  of  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Dublin.  The  fagacious  queen, 
whofe  name  honours  the  title  of  this  College, 
obferving  that  ignorance  had  over-fpread  the 
face  of  her  realm  of  Ireland,  and  knowing 
ignorance  to  be  the  parent  of  fuperftition  and 
bigotry,  which  were  craftily  made  ufe  of,  by 
her  foreign  and  domeftick  enemies,  to  foment 
difcontents  and  excite  rebellions  amongft  her 
B  fubjefts 


fubjecls  there,  thought  the  moft  effectual 
method  to  eftablifh  peace,  todifFufethe  true 
light  of  the  gofpel,  and  confequently  to  ba- 
nifti  fuperftition,.  and  its  pernicious  attend- 
ants, was,  to  encourage  learning,  and  the 
culture  of  the  fciences  in  that  kingdom,  and 
for  that  purpofe  me  was  pleafed  to  found  this 
College,  and  to  endow  it  with  confiderable 
eftates  in  land,  and alfo  a  yearly  pen/ion  out  of 
her  exchequer.  It  flourilhed  and  increafed 
in  her  aufptcious  reign,  and  in  the  reigns  of 
her  fuccefibrs  (by  the  favour  of  the  crown 
and  parliament,  and  the  generofity  of  private 
Benefactors)  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  whether 
we  confider  the  extent  and  beauty  of  its 
buildings,  the  number  of  its  ftudents,  the 
learning  of  its  Fellows  and  other  members, 
the  value  of  its  eftates,,  foundations,  and 
endowments  for  the  encouragement  of  every 
kind  of  literature,  or  the  wifdom  of  its 
inftitutions,  it  certainly  had  no  equal  in  Eu- 
rope as  a  fingle  college,  and  was  fuperior  to 
nioft  Univerfities,  at  the  time  Mr.  Hutchia- 
fon  was  promoted  to  the  government  of  it. 
As  this  portentous  promotion  is  the  malady^ 
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which  not  only  threatens,  but  enfures,  the 
fpeedy  diflblution  of  this  glorious  eftablifli- 
ment,  if  effectual  remedies  are  not  in  time 
applied,  and  as  the  beft  method  of  finding 
out  a  remedy,  is  to  investigate  the  nature,  and 
attain  a  true  knowledge  of  the  diforder  ;  1 
fhall  lay  before  the  Publick  the  caufes,  nature, 
extent  and  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  and 
afterwards  point  out  effectual  remedies  for  it, 
and  the  proper  way  of  procuring  them. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  firft,  the 
lord  deputy  Wentworth,  afterwards  the  fa- 
mous and  unfortunate  earl  of  Strafford,  and 
the  no  lefs  famous  and  unfortunate  William 
Laud,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  thought 
fit,  for  fome  reafons  not  necefTary  to  be  reci- 
ted here,  to  new  model  the  College  of  Dub- 
lin, and  theftatutes  thereof,  and  prevailed  on 
the  then  Provoft  and  Fellows  to  furrendcr  the 
old  Charter  of  queen  Elizabeth  into  the 
hands  of  the  Crown.  A  new  charter  and 
body  of  ftatutes,  compiled  by  archbifhop 
Laud,  were  granted  to  the  College  ;  which 
contained  almofl  an  entire  new  code  of  laws 
Bz  for 
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for  the  government  of  it.  The  changes 
made  by  the  new  charter  and  ftatutes,  as  far 
as  they  relate  to  my  prefent  fubjed,  I  (hall 
briefly  mention.  By  the  charter  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  the  Fellows  of  the  College  had 
the  power  of  electing  a  Provoft,  on  a  vacan- 
cy :  By  the  charter  of  Charles,-  the  power 
of  nominating  a  Provoft  is  referved  to  the 
crown.  By  the  former  charter,  the  power 
of  electing  Fellows  and  Scholars,  on  vacan- 
cies, was  given  to  the  Provoft  and  Fellows: 
By  the  latter  charter  and  ftatutes,  this  pow- 
er is,  in  effecS,  lodged  in  the  Provoft  alone; 
for  the  candidates,  both  for  Fellowihips  and 
Scholarships,  are  all  obliged  to  undergo  a  fe~ 
vere  and  critical  examination,  previous  to 
the  election,  and  tho'  there  is  a  formal 
election  held,  and  the  eledors  (who  are  the 
Provoft  and  Senior  Fellows)  are  folemnly 
fworn  to  adt  with  impartiality,  yet  it  is  pro- 
vided by  thefe  new  ftatutes,  that  the  Pro- 
voft muft  always  be  one  of  the -voters  for 
the  fuccefsful  Candidate,  and  that  if  a 
majority  of  the  Senior  Fellows  (hould 
not  vote  for  fuch  candidate  as  the  Provoft 
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votes  for,  after  two  fcrutinies,  the  candi- 
date whom  he  thinks  fit  to  nominate  fhall 
be  confidered  as  eleded,  tho*  he  fhculd  not 
have  one  vote,  except  the  Provoft's.  Thus 
the  Provoft  has  it  in  his  power  to  nominate 
all  the  fellows  and  fcholars.  An  immode- 
rate power  is  alfo  lodged  in  the  Provoft  in 
many  other  things  by  thefe  new  ftatutes;  par- 
ticularly a  power  of  putting  a  negative  on 
any  refolution  whatfoever  of  the  board,  com- 
pofed  of  the  feven  fenior  fellows,  which  can 
not,  when  he  is  prefent,  be  of  any  force 
without  his  confent :  this,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  throws  into  his  hands  the  whole  diftri- 
bution  of  academick  emoluments  and  re- 
wards, which  in  this  college  are  very  confi- 
derable;  for  thoJ  he  cannot  actually  difpofe 
of  them  without  the  confent  of  the  board, 
yet  he  can  prevent  their  being  conferred  on 
anyperfons,  but  fuch  as  he  approves  of-  In 
regard  to  collegiate  puniftiments,  thefe  new 
ftatutes  have  armed  the  Provoft  with  a  ftill 
greater  and  more  unreafonable  power  : .  for 
in  refpect  to  the  infliclion  of  thefe,  he  has 
.not  only  the  fame  negative  power,  as  in  the 
B  3  conferring 
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conferring  of  rewards,  fo  that  he  may  fcreen 
all  fuch  offenders  as  he  pleafes  from  punifh- 
mcnt,  but  he  is  authorized  to  call  before 
him  any  member  of  the  College,  whom  he 
may  think  fit  to  accufe,  or  caufe  to  be  accu- 
fed,  of  any  of  thofe  crimes,  which  are  called 
in  the  ftatutes  Majora  Crimina,  or  greater 
crimes,  -and  expel  him,  if  he  ccnfefTes  the 
crime,  or  Is  convicted  of  it  by  fufficient  wit- 
nefies  *,  and,  as  he  is  in  this  cafe  the  fole 
judge,  he  may  decree,  that  any  perfon 
teftifying  any  thing  whatfoever  is  a  fuf- 
ficient witnefs,  to  prove  the  crime  to  be 
committed;  and  he  may  alfo  try  and  judge 
any  member  of  the  College,  in  his  own 
private  apartment,  without  any  witnefs 
whatfoever,  and  then  he  has  only  to  de-^ 
clare,  that  the  accufed  perfon  confeffed  the 
crime,  which  he  thought  fit  to  lay  to  his 
charge,  or  was  convided  of  it,  and  call  upon 
the  two  Deans,  the  fcnior  and  junior,  to 
put  his  fentence  in  execution  ;  for  they  are 
only  his  minifters,  and  not  his  affefibrs,  in 
this  cafe.  What  makes  this  power  /lilt 
more  intolerable  is,  that  in  the  enumeration 
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of  the  Majora  Crimina,  or  greater  crimes,  in 
the  ftatutes,  there  are  certain  general  expref- 
fions  made  ufe  of,  within  the  vague  fignifi-  • 
cations  of  which  he  may  include  any  crime, 
or  even  an  innocent  action ;  and  thus  he 
may  drag  to  his  fole  tribunal  the  cognizance 
of  any  offence  whatibever,  committed  by  a 
member  of  the  College,  or  may  conftrue  ac- 
tions, in  themfelves  innocent,  into  Majora 
Crimina,  et  Ml/era  eft  Servitus  ubi  Lex  eft 
vaga  et  Incognita.  Another  circumftance 
which  makes  this  fole  power  of  the  Provoft, 
regarding  the  Majora  Crimina  to  appear  as 
abfurd  as  it  is  unjuft,  is,  that  with  refpecl:  to 
what  are  called  Minora  Crimina,  or  lefier 
crimes,  by  the  ftatutes,  tho'  he  can  by  his 
negative  power  fcreen  any  offender  from 
punifhment,  yet  he  cannot  inflict  any  pun- 
ifhment  for  a  Minus  Crimen  without  the 
confent  of  the  majority  of  the  board.  Thus 
thefe  new  ftatutes  have  armed  the  Provoft 
with  a  defpotick  power,  in  all  things  regard- 
ing the  greater  crimes,  and  a  limited  one, 
with  refpect  to  the  leffer ;  as  if  the  preven- 
tion and  fuppreffion  of  leffer  evils  required 

the 
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the  joint  wifdoms  of  the  whole  board,  but  of 
greater,  the  wifdom  of  the  eighth  part  of  that 
board  only,  which  confifts  of  the  Provoft  and 
feven  fenior  Fellows.  In  refpeft  to  the  College 
eftate  and  the  management  of  it,  by  the  new 
ftatutes,  no  leafe  whatfoever  can  be  made  of 
any  part  of  it,  without  the  confent  and  ap- 
probation of  the  Provoft  :  this  throws  into  his 
hands  almoft  the  whole  management  of  the 
property  of  the  College.  Thus  by  the  new 
charter  and  ftatutes  the  Provoft  is  inverted 
with  the  fole  power  of  creating  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  College;  of  difpofing  of,  and  ma- 
naging, in  a  great  meafure,  the  whole  reve- 
nues of  it ;  and  of  rewarding  and  puniming, 
even  with  expulfion,  according  to  his  plea- 
fure:  fo.that  he  can  create,  elevate,  deprefs, 
and  annihilate  the  whole  body  at  his  will. 
'Tis  true  indeed,  (and  happily  for  the  College 
it  is  fo)  that  this  domination  is  but  Imperi- 
umfub  Imperw;  for  the  Provoft  is  nominated 
by  the  crown,  and  in  many  particulars  fub- 
jed:  to  the  power  of  it,  particularly  if  he  is 
unfit  for  the  employment;  and  incapable  of 
performing  the  duties  of  it,*  as  I  mall  /hew 
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in  the  progrefs  of  this  work :  he  is  alfo  fub- 
jec~t  to  the  control  of  the  vilitors,  who,  by 
the  ftatutes,  are  the  Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
verfity,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor, and  the  Archbifhop  of  Dublin  for 
the  time  being.  1  hey,  as  vifitors,  are  empow- 
ered, by  the  common  law  of  the  realm,  to 
repair  to  the  College,  at  any  time  when  a 
grievance  is  complained  of,  to  examine  into 
the  nature  of  the  complaint,  afford  fuch  re- 
lief to  the  complainant  as  the  cafe  requires, 
and  expel  any  member  of  the  College,  even 
the  Provoft  himfelf,  if  they  difcover  any  of- 
fence to  have  been  committed  by  him  wor- 
thy of  fuch  a  punifhment.  This  *  power  is 
incident  to  their  viiitatorial  office.  They  are 
alfo  authorized,  adjured,  and  entreated,  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner,  by  the  ftatutes,  to 
repair  to  the  College  once  in  every  period  of 
three  years,  and  inquire  minutely  into  the 
ftate  of  the  College,  and  the  government 
thereof;  to  punifh  all  crimes  and  tranf- 
greffions,  according  to  their  quality  and  de- 

fert, 

*  See  Shower's  Parliamentary  Cafes,   and  Lord  Raymond's 
Reports ;  Cafe  of  Philips  and  Bury. 


fert,  and  to  proceed  even  to  the  expulfion  of 
the  Provoft  himfelf,  if  they  (hall  fee  occafion. 

Thus  far  it  was  neceffary  for  me  to  ex- 
plain the  origin  and  conftitution  of  this  Col- 
lege to  the  Publick,  to  enable  them  to  form 
ideas  of  its  prefent  miferable  and  ruinous 
ftate,  and  to  qualify  them  for  understanding 
the  neceffity  of  an  immediate  application  of 
the  ftatutable  remedies  to  prevent  its  diflb- 
lution.  I  mall  now,  in  ptirfuance  of  my 
original  plan,  proceed  to  lay  before  the  Pub- 
lick  the  caufes  which  led  to  Mr.  Hutchin- 
fon's  promotion  to  the  place  of  Provoft. 

Francis  Andrews,  L.  L.  D.  the  late  Pro- 
voft, after  being  afflifted  for  two  years  with 
a  languishing  diforder,  died  fomewhat  fud- 
denly  in  England,  in  June  1774.  As  the 
promotion  of  this  gentleman,  who  was  a 
layman,  to  the  Provoftfhip,  gave  fome  of- 
fence and  difguft  to  the  nation,  and  as  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  it,  in  fome  meafure, 
fmoothed  the  way  for  the  promotion  of  the 
prefent  Provoft,  it  will  be  neceflary  for  me 
to  ftate  the  pretenfions  of  Dr.  Andrews  to 

the 
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the  Provoftfliip,  in  order  to  (hew,  however 
his  promotion  to  that  office  may  have  been 
mifreprefented,  and  made  ufe  of  to  induce 
his  Majefty  to  elevate  the  prefent  Provofl  to 
that  ftation,  that  the  qualifications  and  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  two  men  were  widely  differ- 
ent :  or,  to  fpeak  with  propriety,  that 
Dr.  Andrews  had  great  qualifications  for, 
and  pretenfions  to,  the  office  of  Provoft  5 
and  Mr.  Hutchinfon  none  whatfoever. 
Dr.  Andrews,  before  he  was  appointed  Pro- 
voft, had  been,  for  fifteen  years  and  upwards, 
one  of  the  Fellows  of  the  College,  and,  for 
fome  part  of  that  time,  a  fenior  Fellow. 
He  was  competently  fkilled  in  all  the  fcien- 
tifick  parts  of  learning,  and  eminently  in 
polite  literature  :  fo  that,  as  a  fenior  Fellow 
and  a  fcholar,  he  was  equally  qualified  for, 
and  entitled  to,  the  place  of  Provoft,  with 
any  other  member  of  the  College.  It  is  true 
he  was  a  layman  and  a  doctor  of  law ;  and 
the  ftatutes  require  that  the  Provoft  fhould 
be  a  Clerick,  and  a  dodtor  or  batchelor  in  di- 
vinity :  but  the  crown  having  referved  to  it- 
felf,  by  the  new  charter,  a  power  of  changing, 
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altering,  and  difpenfing  with  the  ftatutes, 
thought  proper  to  difpenfe  with  this  part  of 
the  ftatutes  in  favour  of  Dr.  Andrews.  He 
was  a  man  of  gentlemanly  education  and 
behaviour,  and,  tho'  naturally  of  a  warm  tem- 
per, he  took  care  never  to  let  his  warmth 
hurry  him  into  indecency,  much  lefs  out- 
rage. He  governed  the  College  for  fixteen 
years  with  great  reputation,  and,  except  in 
one  inftance,  never  exerted  the  exorbitant 
power  vefted  in  the  Provoft,  to  the  oppref- 
fion  of  any  member  of  the  College;  and,  in 
this  one  inftance  too,  he  had  received  much 
provocation  from  the  petulance  and  obftina- 
cy  of  the  objed:  of  his  refentment.  At  the 
time  of  this  gentleman's  death,  the  Earl  of 
Harcourt  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland; 
and  whether  it  was,  that  his  lordfhip  (as  fome 
people  reported)  was  a  man,  whofe  genius 
did  not  enable  or  incline  him  to  condud  bufi- 
nefs;  or  whether  he  thought  that  the  fureft  and 
moft  expeditious  method  of  effecting  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  government  was  to  make  ufe  of  means, 
in  ivhich  it  'would  be  more  honourable  for  him 
to  have  any  other  perfon  rather  than  himfelf 

appear 


appear  the  agent-,  or  from  what  other  motive 
it  happened,  I  cannot  tell  ;  but  certain  it  is, 
that  he  delegated  his  whole  authority  and 
power  to  his  feeretary,  a  man  called  Blac- 
quiere.  Who  he  was,  fave  that  he  had  been 
an  officer  of  dragoons,  no  man  could  with 
certainty  tell  :  his  origin,  like  the  fource  of 
the  Nile,  was  only  guefled  at;  but  it  was  ea- 
fily  perceived,  that  he  was  vain,  infolent, 
avaricious,  ignorant  and  illiterate.  In  fome 
meafure  to  remedy  the  contempt,  which  in- 
folence,  joined  to  low  birth  and  education, 
generally  meets,  and  to  give  fome  im- 
portance to  this  feeretary,  his  patroa 
eaufed  him  to  be  created  a  Knight  of  the 
Bath.  This  was  the  man,  who,  during  the 
whole  period  of  Earl  Harcourt's  government, 
diftributed  all  the  preferments  of  the  king- 
dom *  and  he  diftributed  them,  civil,  mili- 
tary and  ecclefiaftical,  exadtly  according 
to  the  value,  at  which  he  eftirnated  the 
intereft  or  fervice  in  Parliament  of  the 
perfons  he  conferred  them  on,  or  their 
ability  to  ferve  himfelf,  without  any  regard 
whatfoever  to  propriety,  or  even  common 
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decency,  in  the  appointments  ;  for  it  was  a 
fettled  maxim  with  him,  the  refult  as  well 
of  his  avarice  as  ignorance,  that  any  man 
was  fufficiently  qualified  to  execute  all  man- 
ner of  employments ;  and  fo  fantaftick  were 
the  promotions  he  made,  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  levee  became  a  complete  maf- 
querade.  'Tis  true  fome  men  of  merit  pro- 
cured employments  from  him,  for  which 
they  were  well  qualified  ;  but  they  were  ve- 
ry few,  and  owed  their  preferments  to  an  inte- 
reft  which  he  was  afraid  to  offend,  or  to  any 
thing,  rather  than  merit  or  qualifications 
for  their  places :  for  Blacquiere  feemed  to 
have  a  fixed  averfion  from  promoting  any 
perfon  to  an  office,  the  duty  of  which  he 
was  qualified  to  perform.  In  fhort,  he  was 
one  of  thofe  perfons  whom  Juvenal  defcribes. 

"  Quales  ex  humili  magnaad  faftigia  rerum 
"  Extollit,  quoties  voluit  fortuna  jocari." 

Unfortunately  for  the  College,  at  the 
time  ©f  Dr.  Andrews's  death,  the  place  of 
Solicitor-general  was  vacant,  or  rather  was 

immediately 
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immediately  to  be  vacated,  on  the  promotion 
of  the  then  Solicitor-general  to  the  bench  in 
the  Common  Pleas,  where  there  was  a  va- 
cancy. The  place  of  Solicitor  was  fought 
for  by  two  gentlemen,  either  of  which  the 
Secretary  did  not  choofe  to  difoblige,  or  ra- 
ther wifhed  to  oblige  one,  and  was  afraid, 
for  fome  weighty  reafons,  to  difoblige  the 
other.  In  this  dilemma,  he  received  with 
joy  the  news  of  a  vacancy  in  the  College,  as 
it  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  efcaping  from 
his  difficulty,  and  alfo  fecuring  to  himfelf  a 
lucrative  place,by  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Hut- 
chinfon  to  the  Provoftmip.  This  gentleman, 
between  whofe  character  and  qualities,  and 
thofe  of  Blacquiere,  there  is  a  great  fimilarity, 
is  a  perfon  unconfcionable  in  his  demands  on 
government.  No  poft  or  employment,  of 
any  kind  or  nature  whatfoever,  has  become 
vacant,  fince  he  was  firft  taken  into  the  fer-* 
vice  of  adminiftration,  which  he  has  not 
afked,  either  for  himfelf  or  his  dependants. 
So  ridiculous  are  his  vanity  and  ignorance, 
that  he  thinks  himfelf  perfectly  capable  of 
performing  the  duties  of  the  different  pofls  of 

Lord 
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Lord  Chancellor,  General,  Bifhop,  and  of 
all  other  employments  at  the  fame  time;  and 
fo  unbounded  his  avarice  and  impudence, 
that  he  would  aik  for  every  employment  and 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown,  in  one 
breath,  if  they  were  vacant ;  and  affect  to 
think  himfelf  ill  treated,  and  complain  bit- 
terly, if  he  was  refufed.  This  temper  of  fo- 
licitation,  or  more  properly  efflagitation, 
amongft  his  other  qualifications,  had  greatly 
conduced  to  procure  for  him  and  his  chil- 
dren fome  honourable  and  lucrative  employ- 
ments and  reverfions,  before  his  appointment 
to  the  Provoftlhip.  He  -was  himfelf  Alnager 
of  Ireland,  which  he  farmed  out  at  the  clear 
yearly  rent  of  £800.  and  procured  an  addi- 
tional falary  to  be  annexed  to  this  employ- 
ment, whilft  it'fhould  remain  in  his  poffeffion, 
of  ^Ti ooo  per  annum,  &c.  He  was  alfo  his 
Majefty's  Prime  Serjeant'  at  Law,  worth 
£1000  per  ann.  then  was,  and  ftill  is  a 
Privy  Counfellor,  andliad,  and  yet  retains, 
the  reverfion  of  the  place  of  principal  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  worth  £1800  per  ann.  His  eldeft 
fon  has  the  reverfion  of  the  place  of  fecond 

Remembrancer 


Remembrancer   of  the   Exchequer,    worth 
£800  per  ann.    and  has  lately  been  appoint- 
ed  one  of  the   Cornmiffioners  of  accounts, 
worth  £500  Per  a°n.     His  fecond  fon  has 
a  troop  of  dragoons,   or  a  company  of  foot, 
and  all  his  relations  and  dependants,   even  fo 
low  down  as   his  Butler,    have   places  and 
employments  of  fome  kind  or  other,    under 
or    by   government.     It   may  be,    perhaps, 
here   afked,    by  thofe  who  are  ftrangers  to 
this    kingdom    (for    here   he  is    fufficiently 
known)   who  this  perfon  is,  and  what  are 
his    qualifications,    who     appears    to    have 
been  fo  well  provided  for  by  government  ? 
To  which  it  may  be  anfwered,  with  truth, 
that  he  is  a  perfon  who  was  bred  to  the  pro- 
feffion   of  the  law  ;  that  during  the  Lieute- 
nancy of  the  Duke   of  Bedford,  in  this  king- 
dom, he  bought  a  feat  in  parliament,  for  a 
borough  ;  that  immediately  after  taking  his 
feat  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  having  the  ad- 
vantages of  ftrong  lungs,   confumrnate  affu- 
rance,  a  copious  flow  of  words,and  a  fufficiently 
graceful  delivery,   he  commenced  a  moft  vio- 
lent and  obftreperous  patriot.  Luckily,  in  ref- 
pecl:  to  his  own  advancement,  he  had  a  very 
confined  underftanding,  fo  that  he  could  thun- 
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cfer  forth  nonfenfe  for  whole  days  together^ 
with  the  moft  furious  diftortions  of  his  vifage 
and  the  reft  of  his  body,  without  being  at  all 
fenfible  of  the  abfurdity  and  inanity  of  his 
own  declamations  ;  the  fhame  which  muft 
be  the  companion  of  fuch  a  fenfation* 
even  in  his  breaft,  would  have  fealed  up  his 
mouth,  and  robbed  him  of  all  powers  of  ut- 
terance :  yet  the  femblance  of  an  orator  I  ad- 
mit he  is,  and  I  have  been  amazed  at  obferv- 
ing,  "  How  fluent  nonfenfe  trickled  from  bis 
"  tongue 
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Thefe  qualifications  recommended  him 
to  government  ;  after  patriotizing  for  a 
feffion  or  two  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  he 
was  taken  into  the  fervice  of  adminiftration, 
who  have  dearly  enough  purchafed  the  ufe  of 
his  talents,  fuch  as  they  are.  This  gentle- 
man, who  was  conftantly  on  the  watch  for 
all  places,  which  were  either  vacant,  or  like- 
ly to  be  fo,  obferving  the  declining  ftate  of 
health  of  the  late  Provoff,  had  cafl  a  wiftful 
eye  on  the  Provoftfliip,  for  near  a  year  before 
the  vacancy  happened  ;  and,  as  he  is  not 
deflitute  of  that  fpecies  of  low  cunning, 
pradtifed  by  mountebanks,  and  fuch  kind  of 
people,  he  thought  his  pretending  to  the 
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knowledge  of  fome  branches  of  learning 
would  conduce  much  to  the  completion  of 
his  wifhes  :  not  that  he  was  at  all  fearful  of 
his  friend  Blacquiere's  making  any  objection 
againft  his  advancement  to  the  Provoftfhip, 
on  the  fcore  of  his  being  entirely  illiterate, 
and  unqualified  for  the  place,  even  if  that 
gentleman  had  been  capable  of  judging  whe- 
ther he  was  fo,  or  not ;  but,  becaufe  the 
College  of  Dublin,  being  the  only  feminary 
of  learning  in  Ireland,  and  the  prefervation 
or  ruin  of  it  being  a  matter  of  real  national 
importance,  he  was  apprehenfive,  that  his 
promotion,  to  the  government  of  it,  would  be 
a  caufe  of  great  popular  clamour,  unlefs  he 
took  pains  to  perfuade  people,  that  he  was, 
in  fome  meafure,  qualified  for  the  port. 
With  this  view,  for  near  a  year  before  the 
death  of  Dr.  Andrews^  during  his  attend- 
ance at  the  Bar,  he  took  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  difcourfing  with  the  Barrifters  about 
the  clafficks  ;  telling  them,  that  he  always 
relaxed  from  the  toils  of  his  profeffion,  by 
reading,  fome  of  the  mod  eminent  Greek  au- 
thors:  but  he  never  ventured  to  wade  farther, 
in  any  converfation  about  the  clafficks,  than 
to  repeat  their  names,  and  tell  how  often 
C2  he 


he  had  read  them  :  he,  now  and  then,  too, 
threw  out  a  little  fhred  of  criticifm,  or  fcrap 
of  philofophy,  collected  from  magazines, 
reviews,  and  annual  regifters  :  this  affectation 
was  fneered  at  by  moft  of  the  Barrifters,  who 
well  knew  his  fhallownefs  j  but,  fuch  as 
gave  themfelves  the  trouble  of  wafting  a 
thought  on  him  were  fomewhat  furprized  at 
this  new  fpecies  of  vanity  (as  they  imagined 
it  to  be)  and  concluded,  that  the  man  was 
lofing  what  little  ihare  of  underftanding  he 
had.  A  fliort  time,  however,  explained  his 
views.  As  foon  as  the  death  of  Dr.  An- 
drews was  known,  Blacquiere  prevailed  on 
his  inftrument,  Lord  Harcourt,  to  recom- 
mend Mr.  Hutchinfon  to  his  Majefty,  as  a 
proper  perfon  to  be  appointed  Provoft,  in 
Dr.  Andrews's  room;  and  he  was  ac- 
cordingly appointed,  to  the  univerfal  afto- 
nifliment  of  the  kingdom,  except  Blac- 
quiere and  his  accomplices.  By  this  pro- 
motion the  fecretary  ferved  the  following 
purpofes;  as  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  on  being  ap- 
pointed Provoft,  was,  by  compadr,  to  refign 
his  two  places  of  Alnagerand  Prime-ferjeant, 
and  refigned  accordingly,  Blacquiere  kept 

the 


(      21       ) 

the  Alnager's  place  to  himfelf,  the  value  of 
*  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  fa- 
tisfied  the  two  candidates  for  the  place  of  So- 
licitor-general, by  appointing  one  Prime-fer- 
jeant,  and  the  other  Solicitor.  Thus  was  the- 
Provoflfhip,  and  (confidering  the  exorbitant 
powers  of  the  Provoft)  the  College  publickly 
fold,  by  the  Secretary  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant, 
to  a  perfon  totally  unqualified  for  the  em- 
ployment, (as  I  (hall  {hew  in  the  progrefs  of 
this  work)  for  £i  200  per  ann.  to  himfelf, 
and  the  opportunity  of  gratifying  two  gen- 
tlemen, who  had  demands  on  him  for  pro- 
motion, in  the  law  line.  I  would  not  be 
here  underflood  to  caft  the  leaft  reflexion  on 
thefe  two  gentlemen;  I  have  a  great  perfonal 
refped:  for  both;  and  know  them  to  be 
eminently  qualified  for  executing  the  duties  of 
their  refpedHve  ftations  :  would  to  God,  that 
all  perfons  promoted  during  the  government 
of  Lord  Harcourt  (I  fhould  have  faid  of 
Blacquiere)  had  been  as  well  qualified  to  dif- 
charge  the  duties  of  their  refpedlive  employ- 
ments !  I  verily  believe,  if  their  intereft 

had  been  out  of  the  queftion,  that  the  fecre- 
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*  Blacquiere  has   fince  farmed   out  the  Alnager's  place   at 
per  ann. 


tary  would  have  fold  the  Provoftfhip,  for  a 
lefs  valuable  coniicjeration  than  £1200 
per  annum,  if  he  could  not  have  pro- 
cured a  chapman  to  bidfo  high;  and  that  he 
would  have  fold  it  to  a  chimney-fweeper,  if 
he  had  been  the  higheft  bidder :  I  believe 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  fale,  and 
that  the  promotion  of  one  of  them,  at  leaft, 
was  only  an  incidental  confequence  of  the  fe- 
cretary's  corruption  in  this  particular.  Mr. 
Hutchinfon,  tho'  he  refigned  two  valuable 
places  on  this  occafion,  yet  was  a  great  gainer 
by  the  bargain:  the  income  of  theProvoftfhip 
is  nearly  two  thoufand  pounds  annually,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  advantage  of  a  very  elegant  ha- 
bitation :  the  additional  falary  of  jTiooo  per 
annum,  which  I  have  already  mentioned  to 
have  been  annexed  to  his  office  of  Alnager, 
he  did  not  refign  with  the  place  :  for  it  was 
part  of  the  bargain,  that  fome  other  place 
{hould  be  conferred  on  him,  to  which  £1000 
a  year  fhould  be  annexed  as  a  falary,  and  that 
it  fhould  be  a  complete  finecure  :  according* 
ly  this  was  done:  for  there  being  a  fmall 
port-town  in  the  northern  part  of  this  king- 
dom, which  confifts  only  of  a  few  fifher- 
mens  huts,  called  Strangford,  and  there 
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having  been  heretofore  a  revenue-officer  re-* 
fident  in  it,  called  a  fearcher,  with  an  an- 
nual falary  of  £6  131.  +d.  Mr.  Hutchinfon 
was  appointed  Searcher  of  the  port  ofStrang- 
ford,  with  the  falary  of  £1000  per  ann.  for 
his  own  life,  and  the  lives  of  his  two  eldeft 
fons.  This  appointment  he  preferred  to  a  pen- 
fion  of  the  fame  value,  for  the  fame  term, 
to  avoid  being  one  of  the  objects  of  the  par- 
liamentary railing  of  fuch  patriots  as  he  had 
himfelf  been,  againft  penfions  and  their  pof- 
feflbrs  :  but  I  have  fome  hopes,  that  this 
artifice  will  not  protecft  him  from  the  cry  of 
the  pack,  for  it  is  evident,  that  a  penfion  is 
much  lefs  hurtful  to  the  kingdom,  than  an, 
additional  falary  annexed  to  a  place;  as  pen- 
fions expire  with  the  grantees,  but  places  and 
their  falaries  exift  for  ever,  Another  great 
advantage,  which  Mr.  Hutchinfon  propofed 
to  himfelf  by  this  bargain,  was,  the  power 
of  nominating  two  members  of  parliament : 
this  was  his  darling  objeft;  as  he  found  par  - 
liamentary  fervices  were  alone  rewarded. 
The  two  members,  who  are  ufually  called  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  Univerfity,  in  parlia^ 
ment,  are  not  eledted  by  the  members  of  the 
Univerfity,  that  is,  by  all  graduates  above 
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the  degree  of  a  Batchelor  of  arts,   who  have 
commenced  in  this  Univerfity;    but  they  are 
elefted  by  the  Fellows  and  Scholars  of  the 
College  only,  and,  therefore,  are  more  proper- 
ly the  reprefentatives  of  the  College,  than  the 
Univerfity.     The  Fellows  and  Scholars,  as  I 
.have   already  {hewn,    are  fubjeft  to  the  ex- 
orbitant, ftatutable,    power  of  the  Provofl, 
and  may   be   created  by  him :    he  therefore 
reckoned,  with  certainty,  on  his  returning  to 
parliament  any  tvvo  perfons,  he  fhoul  1  think 
proper,    as  reprefentatives  for  the  College. 
In    this,   however,     his    expectations    have 
been  fruftrated,  by  the  integrity,   fpirit,  and 
good  fenfe  of  fome  members  of  the  College. 

It  may  not  be  amifs,    before  I  enter  into 
the  confideration  of  the  ruinous  confequences 
to  learning,    to  religion,  and   confequently 
to  the  whole  nation,   which  muft  follow  this 
infamous   promotion,    to  obferve,   how  far 
the  Fellows  and  Scholars  of  the  College  have 
been  wounded  by  it,  as  well  in  their  proper- 
ties as  in  their  dignity  :   and  how  little  they 
deferved  fuch  unworthy  treatment  from  his 
Majefty's  fervants.     The  corporate  body   of 
the  College  confifts  of  twenty-two  Fellows, 

and 


(      25      ) 

and  feventy  Scholars  :  the  Fellows  are  chofen 
generally  from  amongft  the  Scholars,  by  the 
fuffrages  of  the  Provoft,    and   feven  Senior 
Fellows  (unlefs  the  Provoft  thinks  fit  to  ex- 
ert his  power  of  nomination)  after  a  publick 
and  folemn   examination,   which  lafts   four 
days.   They  are  all,  except  three,  obliged  by 
the  ftatutes,  and  their  oaths,   to  enter  into 
holy  orders:  of  thefe  three,  one  is  obliged, 
by  the  ftatutes,   to  profefs  phyfick  ;  another 
common,    and   the  third    civil    law.     The 
Scholars  are  elected  out  of  the  body  at  large, 
after  undergoing  an  examination  likewifej  and 
as,  in  thefe  times,  few  perlbns,  unfupported 
by  a  parliamentary,  or  Englifh,  intereft,  cam 
procure    any  preferments  in  this  kingdom, 
unlefs  thofe  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
College  to  beftow,    which  are  but  few,  and 
of  no  great  value,   College  preferments,  fuch 
as  they  are,  have  been  generally  fought  after 
with    avidity,    by  the   learned,  induftrious, 
and  friendlefs.     The  venerable  Prelate,  and 
father  of  our  church,  who  compiled  the  pre- 
fent  ftatutes,   had   taken  every   precaution, 
which   feemed,    to  his  honeft   foul,    effec- 
tual   for    the    prefervation    of    the   ftreani 
of  preferment,  in  the  College,  pure  and  un- 
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corrupted  :  befides  ordaining,  that  ftridt  and 
publick  examinations  fhould  antecede  every 
fpecies  of  Academick  promotion,  he  had  tak- 
en care,  that  the  Eledlors  fhould  be  bound,  by 
the  moft  folemn  oaths,  to  aft  impartially ; 
and  that  thefe  fhould  be  adminiftered  to 
them  kneeling,  in  the  College-chapel,  pre- 
vious to  each  election.  It  is  true,  in  thefe 
elective  provifions,  he  had  committed  one 
capital  error;  which  was,  inverting  the  Pro- 
voft  with  the  power  of  nomination :  but,  as 
he  had  obliged  the  Provoft  to  take  the  fame 
oath  with  the  other  Electors,  his  own  inte- 
grity never  fuffered  him  to  fufpedt,  that  any 
perfon,  appointed  to  the  government  of  a  fe-* 
minary,  the  chief  end  of  whofe  jnftitution 
was,  to  promote  religion  and  virtue,  could  be 
fo  abandoned,  as  to  break  his  oath;  particular-? 
ly  when  the  breach  muft  be  as  publick  as  the 
examination,  and  merits,  of  the  candidates, 
The  fpirit  of  defpotifm,  which  evidently 
pervades  the  whole  fyfleni  of  the  College 
ftatutes,  has  been  a  blemifh  on  the  memory 
of  this  great  Prelate  :  but  when  we  confider 
the  character  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived, 
the  obftinate  fadtion  he  had  to  wreftle  with, 
which  embittered,  and  at  laft  deprived  him 
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of,  his  life,  and  make  fome  allowances  for 
his  own  natural  warmth  of  temper,   his  too 
great  feverity  of  manners,  and  his  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  world,  we  may,  perhaps, 
find  reafon,  to  think  favourably  of  the  fail- 
ings  of  an  honeft  mind,  whofe  native  inte-* 
grity  would   not  fuffer  it  to  imagine,  that 
any  perfon  could  pervert,  to  the  word  pur- 
pofes,  an  exorbitant  power,  delegated  to  him 
for  the  promotion  of  virtue  only.    Thus  cir- 
cumftanced,  the  College  was  the  only  afylum 
for  friendlefs  merit  in  the  kingdom.     Each 
of  the  fenior  Fellows  looked  up  at  the  Pro- 
voftmip,  as  the  higheft  preferment,  to  whi  ,h 
he  had  ever  any  profpedt  of  climbing  j   and 
as  the  hard-earned  reward  of  his  long  labours 
in  the  fervice  of  the  publick.     Each  junior 
Fellow  waited,  with  impatience,  for  the  hap- 
py hour  of  his  fucceffion  to  a  fenior  Fel- 
lowmip,  which  was  to  invert  him  with  aca- 
demick  power  and  pre-eminence,   free  him 
from  the  inceflant  toil  and  irkfome  bondage, 
which  a  tutor  is  fubjeft  to,   and  give  him  a 
provifion,  ample  in  the  eyes  of  a  man,  who 
had  been  long  ufed  to  fix  them  on  no  high- 
er objedt.     Every  fcholar,  who  had  dedicat- 
ed his  whole  time,  and,  as  it  were,  devoted 
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himfelf,  to  the  ftudy  of  the  fciences,  ex- 
pedted,  with  ardour  and  anxiety,  the  glorious 
and  critical  moment,  when  the  vacancy  of 
a  Fellowship  gave  him  the  opportunity  of 
difplaying  his  abilities  and  learning,  by  fuf- 
taining  a  publick  examination  with  his  fellow 
candidates,  before  all  the  literati  of  the  king- 
dom; and,  perhaps,  fucceeding  to  a  Fel- 
lowfhip,  as  the  reward  of  his  genius  and 
induftry.  Now,  let  us  fee,  how  all  thefe 
profpe&s  are  darkened,  and  the  property  of 
the  Fellows,  and  Scholars,  injured  by  the 
promotion  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon  to  the  Pro- 
voftfljip.  Though  the  crown,  by  the  new 
charter  and  ftatutes,  as  I  have  already  faid, 
retained  to  itfelf  the  power  of  nominating  a 
Provoft,  yet  that  power  had  been  always, 
previous  to  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Hutch- 
infon, exercifed  with  prudence  and  difcre- 
tion.  From  the  time  of  granting  the  new 
charter  and  ftatutes,  to  the  time  of  his  pro- 
motion, no  perfon,  in  any  confiderable  de- 
gree defedive,  in  the  qualifications  required 
in  a  Provoft  by  thefe  ftatutes,  except  Dr. 
Andrews  (who,  though  a  Layman,  was  a 
fenior  Fellow  of  the  College)  was  ever  pro- 
moted to  the  Provoftfliip.  One  Winter  iri- 
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deed,  an  independant  preacher,  yet  epifco- 
pally  ordained,  during  the  ufurpation  of 
Cromwell,  was  obtruded  on  the  College  as 
Provoft ;  but,  as  he  was  not  legally  Provoft, 
I  do  not  rank  him  in  the  lift :  and  this  in- 
ftance  (hews,  that  even  an  arbitrary  illite- 
rate ufurper  paid  fuch  refpedl  to  the  College 
ftatutes,  the  interefts  of  learning,  and  what 
he  thought,  or  affedted  to  think,  religion, 
as  to  promote  a  perfon  to  the  government 
of  the  College,  whom  he  looked  upon  as  a 
fcholar,  and  a  clerick.  Before  the  grant  of 
the  new  charter  and  ftatutes,  in  the  very 
infancy  of  the  College,  in  the  year  1609, 
thirteen  years  only  after  its  foundation,  Mr. 
William  Temple,  a  Layman,  (afterwards 
Sir  William  Temple,  and  one  of  the  Maf- 
ters  in  Chancery)  was  eleded  Provoft  by  the 
fenior  Fellows,  who  then  had  the  power  of 
ele&ing  a  Provoft  :  but  at  this  time  there 
was  no  ftatute  enjoining  that  the  Provoft 
fhould  be  a  Clergyman,  and  the  College  de- 
pended almoft  for  its  very  fubfiftence  on  the 
bounty  of  the  Crown  :  hence  it  was  prudent 
to  eledt  for  Provoft  a  perfon  approved  of  by 
government,  whofe  intereft  might  fecure  to 
the  College  its  very  exiftence,  and  obtain 
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further  favours  for  it.  The  Provoftfhip  was 
then  more  a  poft  of  honour,  than  of  profit ; 
the  College  could  fearcely  fubfift,  and  was 
by  no  means  the  object  of  court  rapacity  : 
and  Mr.  Temple  was  recommended,  to  the 
choice  of  the  Fellows*  by  the  famous  arch- 
bifhop  Ufher,  the  protedtor,  guardian,  and 
benefadtor  of  the  College,  then  in  great  cre- 
dit with  government,  and  was,  befides, 
eminently  qualified  for  the  employment; 
having  been  a  Fellow  of  King's  College, 
Cambridge,  and  mafter  of  the  free-fchool  at 
Lincoln.  He  was  father  of  Sir  John 
Temple,  mafter  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland, 

1  admit  alfo,  that,  during  the  reigns  of  the 
Stuart  line,  fome  perfons,  who  had  never 
been  Fellows  of  this  College,  but  were,  not- 
withftanding,  Academicks,  ~men  of  letters, 
and  in  holy  orders,  educated  in  the  Univerfi- 
ties  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  have  been  pro- 
moted to  the  Provoftfliip  of  this  College;  but 
fuch  promotions,  tho'  of  men  well  qualified 
for  the  execution  of  the  duty  of  the  em- 
ployment, have  been  uniformly  complain- 
ed of,  as  grievances  to  the  College,  and 
ought,  in  reafon,  to  be  accounted  fo.  F™m 
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the  time  of  the  glorious  revolution  (at 
which  period,  the  principles  of  liberty  and 
property  were  better  underftood,  and  more 
ably  vindicated,  than  at  any  other  preceding 
period  of  our  monarchy)  to  the  time  of  Mr. 
Hutchinfon's  promotion,  none,  but  Fel- 
lows of  this  College,  have  been  pro- 
moted to  the  government  of  it,  tho'  there 
have  been,  in  that  time,  five  fucceflive  Pro- 
vofts  :  fo  that  I  (hall  not  hefitate  to  affirm, 
that  the  Fellows  of  this  College  had  a  pre- 
fcriptive  claim  to  the  Provoftfliip,  founded 
on  an  uninterrupted  cuftom,  which  had  pre- 
vailed during  the  reigns  of  five  of  our  moft 
glorious  monarchs,  and  in  the  pureft  Era  of 
our  constitution.  I  believe  it  will  appear 
too,  that  they  have  a  claim  founded  on  rea- 
fon;  for,  no  ftranger,  unacquainted  with  the 
ftatutes,  rules,  and  cuftoms  of  this  College, 
tho'  a  man  of  letters,  can  be  reafonably  fup- 
pofed  as  capable  of  governing  it,  as  a  perfon, 
who  has  paffed  almoft  his  whole  life  in  it, 
and  has  been  long  exercifed  in  obeying,  as 
well  as  enforcing  obedience  to,  its  ftatutes, 
rules  and  cuftoms.  The  power  of  nomina- 
ting a  Provoft,  referved  to  the  Crown,  may 
be  fully  exerted,  without  prejudice  to  thefe 
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two  claims ;  for  the  nomination  of  the  So- 
vereign, alone,  can  make  a  Provoft  ;  and  he 
may  nominate  him  from  amongft  the  Fel- 
lows. Neither  will  our  prefent  moft  gracious 
Sovereign  complain,  that  his  power  is 
abridged,  when  it  is  circumfcribed  only  by 
his  own  reafon  and  difcretion.  The  great 
alteration,  made  in  the  conftitution  of  this 
College,  by  the  new  charter  and  ftatutes,  in 
taking  from  the  Fellows  the  power  of  eledt- 
ing  their  own  Provoft,  and  vefting  it  in  the 
Crown,  was  made,  to  prevent  puritanifm, 
then  the  powerful,  common,  enemy  of  church 
and  ftate,  from  taking  root  in  it,  and  to 
attach  the  Fellows,  and,  by  thofe  means, 
their  pupils,  to  the  intereft  of  the  crown 
and  conftitution,  by  promoting  fuch  Fel- 
lows only,  as  were  well  affected  to  both,  to 
the  government  of  the  College ;  and  not 
with  the  view  of  totally  ruining  this  Semi- 
nary, by  appointing,  for  its  Provofts,  fuch 
rapacious,  illiterate  minions,  as  every  court 
is,  from  time  to  time,  infefted  with. 

Having  thus  eftablilhed  the  juftice  of  the 
claim  of  the  Fellows  to  fucceed  to  the  Pro- 
voftftup,  at  leaft  by  prefcription  and  reafon, 
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the  Value  of  their  lofs,  as^well  as  that  of 
the  Scholars,  by  the  appointment  of  the 
prefent  Provoft  (without  at  all  confidering 
the  affront  thrown  upon  them)  may  be 
eafily  eftirhated  by  the  following  calculation. 
Suppofing  the  annual  income  of  the  Provofl> 
ihip  to  be  altogether  £2100,  that  it  was  the 
right  of  fome  one  of  the  feven  Senior  Fellows 
to  fucceed  to  it,  on  the  death  of  the  late 
Provoft,  and  that  the  chance  of  fucceflion>  iri 
each  of  the  feven,  was  equal ;  the  chance  of 
each  of  the  feven,  on  the  late  Provoft's  death, 
was,  on  thefe  data  or  principles,  worth 
,£3°°  Per  ann»  f°r  his  life,  but  as  the  fucceflbr 
muft  have  refigned  his  Senior  Fellowihip, 
worth,  at  the  utmoft,  one  year  with  another, 
£700  per  ann.  £100  per  ann.  muft  be  de- 
ducted from  the  value  of  the  chance  of  each* 
on  this  account  :  and  then  the  value  of  the 
chance  of  each  will  ftand  at  £2,00  per  arm. 
which,  at  ten  years  purchafe,  the  ufual 
fum  paid  for  annuities  for  the  lives  of  healthy 
perfons,  amounts  to  £2000  fterL  thus,  it  is 
evident,  that  every  Senior  Fellow,  by  the 
appointment  of  the  prefent  Provoft,  fuppo- 
fing  their  chances  of  fucceffion  equal,  loft 
£2000  fterl.  and  if  any  one  of  them  had  a 
greater  profpecT:  of  fuccefs,  than  another,  he 
D  loft 
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loft  more  in  proportion.  The  Senior  of  the 
Junior  Fellows,  at  a  medium,  remains  two 
years  and  upwards  in  that  ftation,  and,  fup- 
pofing  the  difference,  between  the  annual  in- 
come of  a  Senior  and  Junior  Fellow,  to 
amount  to  ^500,  the  Fellow,  who  was  Se- 
nior of  the  Juniors,  at  the  time  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  prefent  Provoft,  lofing,  by 
his  appointment,  the  immediate  fucceffion 
into  the  place  of  fuch  Senior  Fellow,  as 
ought  to  have  been  appointed,  thereby  actu- 
ally loft  £  i  ooo;  all  the  other  Junior  Fel- 
lows loft,  by  his  appointment,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  rank  and  ftanding.  By  calcula- 
tion, there  are  two  Fellowships  vacant,  in 
every  period  of  three  years ;  the  fcholars* 
therefore*  who  were  prepared  to  offer  them- 
felves  candidates  for  vacant  Fellowfhips* 
loft,  by  his  appointment,  one  prize,  an  ob- 
ject of  their  honourable  contention :  the 
College  was  deprived  of  the  power  of  provi- 
ding for  one  man  of  abilities,  and  the  induf- 
try  and  learning  of  fome  unfortunate  indivi- 
dual went  unrewarded,  to  the  mortification 
and  difcouragement  of  others,  treading  in 
the  fame  laborious  path  of  honeft  Fame. 
In  the  preceding  calculation  nothing  is  efti- 
niated,  but  the  quantum  of  the  injury,  in 
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point  of  property,  fuftained  by  fuch  Pel- 
lows  and  Scholars,  as  were  Members  of  the 
College,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon's 
appointment,  by  the  fingle  Job  in  his  fa- 
vour. If  the  ruinous  precedent  ftiould  be 
followed  by  fucceffive  governors  of  this  king- 
dom, the  estimation,  of  the  damage  to  the  fo- 
ciety,  will  be  infinitely  greater.  Thus,  the 
only  fcanty  provifion  and  encouragement, 
which  depravity,  almoft  univerfal,  had  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  in  this  kingdom,  for  modeft, 
friendlefs,  literary  merit,  and  languiihing 
religion,  was  invaded  and  plundered,  by  the 
fhamelefs  rapacity  of  two  men,  equally  mean, 
avaricious,  and  illiterate;  the  enormity  of 
whofe  guilt  is  ftill  exaggerated  by  the  re- 
flection, that  naticrnal  ruin  is  the  more  cer- 
tain confequence  of  their  corruption,  than 
the  opprefilon  of  individuals. 

The  indignity,  with  which  the  College 
has  been  treated,  on  this  occafion,  is  next 
to  be  confidered  ;  and,  furely,  no  greater 
affront  can  be  thrown  on  a  body  of  rnen<» 
diftinguifhed  for  learning  and  piety,  many 
of  them  the  brighteft  ornaments  of  the 
church  of  Ireland,  than  fo  publick  a  declara- 
tion of  their  Sovereign,  as  the  appointment 
Da  gf 
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of  Mr.  Hutchinfony  to  the  Provoftlhip,  feems 
to  amount  to,  that  there  was  not  one 
amongft  them  qualified  to  fuperintend  the 
education  of  the  youth  of  the  kingdom,  and 
their  inftruftion  in  true  religion  and  virtue. 
Such  a  character  of  the  Fellows,  of  this  un- 
fortunate College,  muft  have  certainly  been 
given  to  his  Majefty,  or  he  never  could  have 
been  induced  to  difgrace  a  fet  of  as  faithful 
fubjedls,  as  can  be  found  in  any  part  of  his 
dominions,  by  making  fo  very  unufual  and 
extraordinary  a  promotion  to  their  prejudice: 
but,  I  have  already  fet  forth  the  caufes,  which 
induced  the  King's  fervants  here,  probably, 
to  forge  fo  infamous  a  mifreprefentation  of 
the  College,  with  the  charade*  and  views 
of  the  man,  who  procured  it  to  be  done  : 
and  I  believe  the  impartial  Publick  will  not 
think  lefs  refpe&fully  of  the  members  of  the 
College,  becaufe  the  venality  of  fuch  a  crea- 
ture, as  Blacquiere,  has  caufed  them  to  be 
difgraced,  infulted,  and  opprefled.  The 
profperity  and  honour  of  this  College  has 
not  always  been  fo  (lightly  thought  of  by  the 
Servants  of  the  crown.  I  can,  myfelf,  re- 
member^i;^  reverend  Prelates,  in  this  king- 
dom, at  one  time,  who  had  all  been  Fellows 
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of  the  College,  and  who  owed  their  promo- 
tion to  the  learning  and  piety  they  had  dif- 
played,  in  the  exercife  of  their  duties  there  : 
hard  reverfe  1  not  one  perfon,  who  has  been 
a  Fellow,  now  poffeffes  any  dignity  or  pro- 
motion in  the  church,  except  fuch  prefer- 
ments, as  the  poor  patronage  of  the  College 
can  beftow  ;  inftead  of  receiving  favours 
from  the  crown,  they  are  defpoiled  of  the 
only  con fiderable  promotion,  which  they  had 
a  right  to  expedl,  and  the  duties  of  which, 
they,  alone,  are  beft  capable  of  discharging. 
It  may  be  afked  here,  whether  the  prefent 
Fellows  had  degenerated  from  the  merit  of 
their  predeceflbrs  ?  whether  they  had  encou- 
raged, in  any  manner  whatsoever,  the  fac- 
tions, which  now  difturb  part  of  his  Majef- 
ty's  dominions,  or  given  any  offence  to  the 
crown,  or  its  fervants  here,,  fo  as  to  provoke 
the  infliction  of  the  heavy  punifhment,  which 
lias  fallen  upon  them  ?  All  thefe  queftions, 
may  truly  be  anfwered  in  the  negative  :  a 
great  majority  of  the  Fellows,  at  prefent  in 
this  College,  both  Senior  and  Junior,  are 
perfons  of  as  much  Hull,  in  every  branch  of 
learning,  of  as  unblemished  reputations,  of 
#s  founp!  principles,  in  refpeft  io  church  and 
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ftate,  and  of  as  unfhaken  loyalty  to  his 
Majefty,  and  his  illuftrious  houfe,  as  can  be 
found  in  any  part  of  his  dominions.  The 
borough  could  not  have  been  more  fafely,  or 
advantageoufly  placed,  for  the  real  fervice 
of  the  crown,  than  in  their  hands.  They 
had  always  returned,  into  parliament,  fuch 
members,  as  they  thought  firmly  attached 
to  the  intereft  of  their  King  and  country; 
and  fuch,  almoft  without  exception,  as 
were  very  agreeable  to  the  King's  fervants 
here.  His  Majefty's  attorney-general  in  Ire-? 
land,  one  of  the  greateft  men  which  this 
country  has  produced,  and,  perhaps,  the 
ableft  and  wifeft  fervant  of  the  crown,  in  this 
kingdom,  has  been  one  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  this  univerfity,  for  thefe  thirty-nine 
years  part.  It  was  fo  much  the  intereft,  and 
fo  conftantly  the  practice,  of  the  members  of 
this  College,  to  return,  for  members,  fuch 
perfons,  as  might  be  faid  to  be  nominated  by 
adminiftration,  that  no  borough  in  the  king- 
dom could  be  juftly  counted  more  friendly 
to  government.  So  that,  the  fecuring  the 
borough,  for  the  intereft  of  government, 
could  never  be  one  of  the  reafons  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  prefent  Provoft  :  and,  if  he 

fhoulcf 


(     39     ) 

fliould  ever  get  this  borough  into  his  hands, 
which  God  forbid  !  I'll  venture  to  predict^ 
that  government  will  have  fufficient  reafon 
to  repent  the  affiftance  it  has  afforded  him, 
in  that  particular.  His  open  threats  of  re-? 
turning  to  his  old  trade  of  patriotizing, 
whenever  he  is  refufed  a  place  (which  often 
happens,  his  demands  being  as  numerous 
as  vacancies)  (hew,  that  I  may,  perhaps, 
turn  out  a  true  prophet ;  and,  the  defertion 
of  three  voices,  viz.  of  him,  and  the  two 
members  for  the  College,  which,  heretofore, 
were  friends  of  government,  may,  fometime 
or  other,  -be  a  matter  of  confequence  to  ad- 
miniftration. 

I  fhall  here  infert  all  the  arguments  (if 
they  may  be  fo  called)  which  have  been  made 
ufe  of,  by  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  and  his  parti- 
fans,  to  juftify  him  in  foliciting  for,  and 
adminiftration  in  conferring  on  him,  fuch  an 
employment ;  not  fo  much  with  the  view  of 
anfwering  them  (for  they  don't  deferve  or 
•require  it)  as  to  expoie  to  the  world  the 
futility  of  any  thing,  which  can  be  faid  in 
fupport  of  this  fcandalous  meafure  :  firft,  it 
is  alleged,  on  behalf  administration,  that 
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the  Provoftflhip  is  one  of  the  beft  employ^ 
ments  in   the  gift  of  the  crown  here,   and, 
therefore,    ought  to  be  conferred,  only,   on 
fuch  a  perfon,    as  is  able  to  do  fervice,    by 
his  abilities  and  attendance  in  the  houfe    of 
commons:  now,  fuppofing  the  Provoftfhip  to 
be  one  of  the  beft  employments  in  the  gift 
of  the  crown,   in  this  kingdom,    which   is 
not  the  cafe,  how  can  it  from  thence  be  in^- 
ferred,    that  it  ought  to  be  given  to  a  mem-? 
ber  of  the  houfe  of  commons?    is  the  influx 
ence  of  the  crown  fo  weak,   in   the  houfe 
of  commons,   of  Ireland,   that  every  thing 
muft  be  facrificed  to  ftrengthen  it  ?  muft  re- 
ligion, national  advantage,    nay,    even   the 
common  rules  of  juftice  and  decency,   be  all 
deftroyed,  betrayed,    and  fubverted,   to  pro- 
cure a  majority  there  ?   is  the  lower  houfe  of 
parliament   an    immenfe   gulph,   gaping  to 
fwallow  up  all  the  realm,  every  thing,  facred 
and  profane  ?  is  faction,   of  late,    grown    fo 
predominant  therein,  that  the  King's  bufi- 
nefs  cannot  be  carried  on  as  heretofore  ?    no: 
the  crown  never  had  fo   powerful  an  influ- 
pnce,   in  the  Irifti  houfe  of  commons,    as  at 
prefent;  the  oppolition  in  the  laft  parliament, 
fpr  the  two  or  three  laft  feffions  of  it,  could 
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never  mufter  one-fourth,  feldom  a  iixth  part, 
of  the  houfe  under  its  banner  ;  and,  in  all 
reafonable  expectation,  will  not  be  near  fo 
ftrong  in  the  prefent.  Since  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  firft,  no  Provoft,  except  the 
prefent,  and  his  immediate  predeceffor,  ever 
fat  in  the  houfe  of  commons  :  and  it  wa$ 
one  of  the  (hades,  in  the  character  of  that 
amiable  man,  Dr.  Andrews,  that  his  ambi- 
tion fo  far  got  the  better  of  his  fenfe  of  the 
duty  he  owed  to  the  College,  as  to  induce 
Jiim  to  folicit  for  a  feat  in  parliament,  after 
he  was  appointed  Provoft  ;  for  he  never  fat 
in  it  before  :  and  he  ftrongly  exprefled  his 
repentance  for  having  done  fo,  fhprtly  before 
his  death  ;  probably,  perceiving  the  ill  ufe 
which  would  be  made  of  the  example  he  had 
fet,  by  the  greedy  vultures  about  the  court. 
Jf  the  inference,  that  all  valuable  employ- 
ments mould  be  conferred  on  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  be  a  gpod  one,  why 
are  not  all  the  archbifhopricks,  bifihoprjcks, 
and  church  dignities  in  this  kingdom,  being 
valuable  employments,  conferred  on  mem- 
bers of  the  houfe  of  commons  ?  the  objection, 
jhat  fuch  employments  can  be  only  confer-r 
red  on  churchmen,  who  cannot  fit  in  the 
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houfe  of  commons,   lies  equally  againft  the 
difpofal  of  the  Provoftfhip,    to  a  member  of 
the  houfe  of  commons ;    for  the  ftatutes  re- 
quire, that  the  Provoft  (hould  be  a  church- 
man,   and  a  dodtor,   or,  at  leaft,  a  bachelor 
in  divinity  ;    but,  I  have  dwelt  too  long  on 
this  ridiculous  argument,  which  has  been  re- 
ferved  to  honour  the  fagacity  of  this  genera- 
tion,   and  never  was  thought  of  by  our  fore- 
fathers, fince  the  foundation  of  the  College. 
I  (hall  only  afk  the  reverend  governors  of 
the  two  renowned  univerfities  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge,    how   they    would    refent    the 
crown's  nomination  of  a  pra<£tifing  barrifter, 
and  member  of  the  Englifh  parliament,    to 
one  of  their  moft  valuable  academick  employ- 
ments, for  his  fervices  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons j   as  for  inftance,  of  Mr.  Thurloe,  or 
Mr.  Wedderburne,    to  the  office  of  dean  of 
Chrift-church,     in     Oxford  ?    fuch    a   cafe 
would  be  nearly  fimilar  to  the  prefent  one  ; 
for  the  duty  of  the  dean  of  Chrift-church, 
in  Oxford,  is  of  the  fame   nature  with  the 
duty  of  the  Provoft  of  Trinity-college,  Dub- 
lin ;    and  the  crown  has  an  equal  right  of 
nomination  to  both  places  :   but  the  Oxford 
college  would  have  much  lefs  reafon  to  com- 
plain, 
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plain,  becaufe  Meflrs.  Thurloe  and  Wed- 
derburne  are  both  men  of  diftinguiflied  abili- 
ties, learning  and  gentlemanly  behaviour, 
and  therefore,  in  fome  meafure,  qualified 
for  the  employment  j  whereas  the  unhappy 
Dublin  college  is  tyrannized  over  by  a  go- 
vernor, of  whom  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whe- 
ther he  exceeds  in  ignorance,  or  infolence. 
I  dare  affirm,  that  the  injured  univerfity 
would  take  fire  at  fuch  treatment.  The  no- 
ble ftand  made  by  Magdalen  college,  when 
that  furious  bigot,  James  the  Second,  would 
have  obtruded  the  bifhop  of  Oxford  on  it,  as 
prefident,  (hews  the  fpirit,  which  at  that 
time  animated  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  ;  and 
we  have  no  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  either  of 
the  univerfities  of  Oxford,  or  Cambridge, 
would  fupport  their  rights  now,  with  lefs 
vigour  and  fpirit,  if  they  were  invaded. 

It  is  next  alleged,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Hut- 
chinfon,  that  if  he  had  not  been  promoted 
to  the  place  of  Provoft,  one  Mr.  Flood 
would  have  obtained  it.  I  know  nothing  of 
Mr.  Flood,  except  that  he  is  a  perfon,  the 
fervice  of  whofe  abilities,  in  parliament,  ad- 
rniniftration,  in  the  reign  of  Blacquiere,  has 
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thought  fit  to  purchafe,  by  giving  him  the 
very  lucrative  and  honourable  employment 
of  one  of  the  vice-treafurers  of  Ireland. 
Now  this  argument,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hut- 
chinfon,  if  it  means  any  thing,  means  this ; 
that  Blacquiere  was  determined  to  make  the 
moft  of  the  place,  and  that  if  Mr.  Hutchin- 
fon  had  not  bid  for  it,  the  fecretary  would 
have  found  his  advantage,  fome  way  or  other, 
in  giving  it  to  Mr.  Flood,  who  would  not 
have  made  as  good  a  Provoft  as  Mr.  Hut- 
chinfon.  For,  if  it  is  allowed,  that  he 
would  have  made  as  good,  or  a  better  Pro- 
vofl  than  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  he  can  derive  no 
advantage  whatfoever  to  his  caufe,  from 
the  argument.  Suppofing  the  fadl  to  be, 
that  if  Mr.  Hutchinfon  had  not,  Mr.  Flood 
would  have  been  appointed  Provoft,  the 
truth  of  which  refts  only  on  the  afler- 
tions  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  partifans,  how 
does  this  excufe  Mr,  Hutchinfon's  ava- 
rice and  prefumption,  in  feeking  for  fuch  a 
preferment.  It  would  be  no  good  plea, 
for  a  robber,  at  the  bar,  to  allege, 
that,  if  he  had  not  committed  a  robbery, 
another  would  :  but  the  implication,  that 
Mr.  Flood  woulcj  not  have  made  as  good  a 
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Provoft,  as  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  is  by  no  means 
to  be  endured  ;  for  eveiy  perfon  in  the  king- 
dom, of  good  manners,  and  a  reafonable 
portion  of  underftanding  (and  it  is  not  al- 
leged, on  behalf  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  that 
Mr.  Flood  is  defective  in  thefe  particulars) 
would  have  made  a  better  Provoft  than  Mr. 
Hutchinfon. 

The  only  other  argument,  which  I  have 
heard  ufed  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  is, 
that  an  Englifhman  would  have  been  ap- 
pointed Provoft,  if  he  had  not j  this,  if 
true,  may  receive  pretty  nearly  the  fame  an- 
fwer,  with  the  foregoing;  but  as  its  truth 
refts  only  on  the  bare  aflertions  of  Mr. 
Hutchinfon's  partifans,  and  as  it  carries  lit- 
tle probability  with  it,  I  can't  fay  I  give 
credit  to  it :  yet,  as  of  two  evils  the  lefler 
is  always  to  be  preferred,  if  it  had  been  de- 
termined by  adminiftration,  to  diminish  the 
already  fcanty  encouragement  for  literary 
merit  in  this  kingdom,  and  to  infult  and  in- 
jure the  members  of  the  college,  by  flight- 
ing their  claim  of  fucceffion  to  the  Provofl- 
(hip,  a  clergyman,  and  a  member  of  one  of 
the  univerfities  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge, 
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would  have  been  the  propereft  perfon  to 
have  been  appointed  Provoft,  for  many  rea- 
fons  needlefs  to  mention ;  and,  whether 
Clerick  or  Layman,  he  muft  have  been  a 
very  bad  man  indeed,  if  he  would  not  have 
made  a  better  Provoft  than  the  prefent. 

Having  thus  completed  the  firft  part  of 
my  defign,  that  is,  faithfully  explained  to  the 
publick  the  means  by  which  Mr.  Hutchin- 
fon  procured  the  Provoftftiip,  I  fhall  begin 
the  fecond  part  of  it,  to  wit,  the  inquiry 
whether  he  is  capable  of  performing  the  du- 
ties of  that  ftation,  with  an  exaft  tranflation 
of  the  fecond  chapter  of  the  college  ftatutes, 
concerning  the  quality  and  duty  of  the  Pro- 
voft, which  is  as  follows,  "  The  conftituti- 
"  on  of  a  body  politick  requires,  in  the  firft 
"  place,  that  a  proper  head  be  appointed, 
te  by  whom  the  other  members  may  be  di- 
"  re&ed  to  the  common  good  of  the  whole 
"  body.  We  therefore  ordain,  that  the 
"  Provoft  be  a  man  of  found  morals,  exem- 
"  plary  life,  and  unblemifhed  reputation  ;  at 
"  leaji  thirty  years  old,  and  in  holy  orders, 
"  and  that  he  be  a  doftor  or  at  leajt  a  bache- 
(s  lor  in  divinity.  All  other  qualifications 
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"  being  equal,  let  a  man  educated  in  the 
"college  be  preferred  to  a  foreigner;  and 
*«  let  him  not  poffefs  or  accept  of  (as  long 
"  as  he  fills  the  place,  and  performs  the  du- 
"  ty  of  Provoft,)  more  than  one  ecclefiafti- 
"  cal  benefice,  with  cure  of  fouls :  but  we 
"  do  not  intend  to  prohibit  him,  by  this  laft 
"  claufe,  from  poflefiing,  or  accepting  of 
««  any  ecclefiaftical  dignity,  below  a  Bifhop- 
"  rick,  fo  that  he  keeps  due  refidence  as 
"  Provoft,  and  performs  all  other  parts  of 
"  his  duty,  according  to  the  ftatutes  of  the 
"college.  Let  him  be  provident  in  his  fa- 
"  mily  affairs;  and  let  him  manage  the  ef- 
"  tate,  and  tranfaft  the  bufinefs  of  the  col- 
"  lege,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  may  ap- 
"  pear  to  feek  the  advantage  of  the  college, 
<c  and  not  his  own  :  and  let  him  not  obey 
"  the  diftates  of  favour,  hatred,  or  any  other 
"  paflion  of  the  mind,  in  examining  into, 
"  or  adjudging  caufes,  but  let  him  always 
"  be  guided  by  equity.  To  him  we  com- 
"  mand  all  the  Fellows,  Scholars,  and  Ser- 
"  vants  of  the  college,  in  their  order,  to  be 
<e  fubjedt ;  and  to  obey  him,  without  rnur- 
"  muring,  in  all  things  lawful  and  honeft, 
*'  which  regard  fcholaftick  exercife,  or  the 
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"  government,  advantage,  or  honour  of  the* 
"  college.  Let  him  take  care  of  all  the  of- 
"  ficers,  and  ledlurers,  and  efpecially  of  the 
"  Dean  and  Burfar;  and  if  he  finds  them 
"  defective,  or  negligent,  in  the  perform* 
"  ance  of  their  duty,  let  him  puniftj  them 
"according  to  his  pleafure;  unlefs  where 
"  the  ftatutes  exprefsly  define  the  punifh- 
"  ment  for  fuch  fault.  In  the  fame  man- 
"  ner,  wherever,  in  thefe  ftatutes,  any  thing 
"  is  commanded  or  forbidden  to  any  of  the 
"  Jludents,  of  whatfoever  rank,  or  to  the  of- 
"  ficers  and  fervants  of  the  College,  or  any 
"  of  them,  without  a  penalty  being  annex- 
"  ed,  or,  where  a  penalty  is  annexed,  with- 
"  out  mention  of  the  perfon,  who  is  to  in- 
"  flict  it,  the  Provoft  (hall  take  care,  that 
"  the  performance  of  the  duty  be  enforced 
"  by  a  proper  punifliment,  and  that  the  pre- 
"  fcribed  punifhment  be  inflicted,,  Jdnd  we 
«'  ordain,  that  the  Provqft  foall  remain  in  hi$ 
"  office ',  as  long  as  he  fhall  behave  himfelf  well 
"  and  bonejlly,  and  live  according  to  the  or- 
"  dinances  of  thefe  ftatutes.  We  ordain  al- 
"  fo,  that  no  perfon  be  elected  Provoft,  un- 
"  lefs  he  is  an  unmarrried  man ;  and  if  it 
"  fhall  fo  happen,  that  he  (hould  marry  af- 
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*'  ter  his  eledtion,  that  he  refign  his  place* 
*'  or  be  actually  removed  from  the  College." 
Many  other  qualifications  required  in  the 
Provoft,  and  branches  of  his  duty,  befides 
thofe  recited  in  this  chapter,  appear  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  ftatutes,  and  particularly 
in  his  oath;  but  I  fliall  defer  the  recital  of 
this  oath,  'till  I  come  to  the  third  part  of 
my  tafk,  to  wit,  the  account  of  Mr.  Hut- 
chinfon's  conduct  in  the  government  of  the 
College,  that  the  reader  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  comparing  his  conduct?,  with  that 
prefcribed  by  the  Provoft's  oath.  From  this 
chapter  it  appears,  that  the  Provoft  ought 
to  be  a  Dodtor  or  Bachelor  in  Divinity,  and 
an  unmarried  man ;  but  the  crown  exerted 
the  power  of  difpenfation,  referved  to  it  by 
the  new  charter  and  ftatutes,  in  thefe  two 
particulars,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon, 
who  was  not  a  Dodtor  or  Bachelor  in  Divi- 
nity, nor  an  unmarried  man.  Before  I  make 
any  obfervations  on  this  difpenfation,  I  fhall 
recite  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  defects,  in  refpect 
to  the  other  qualifications  required  in  a  Pro- 
voft by  the  ftatutes.  That  he  is  not  a  man  of 
exemplary  life,  or  unblemimed  reputation, 
is  well  known  to  the  world,  and  will  appear 
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clearly  in  the  fequel  of  this  work :  it  will 
alfo  appear,  that  he  is  not  provident,  nor 
(Economical;  that  he  does  not  manage  the 
eftate,  nor  tranfaft  the  bufinefs,  of  the  Col- 
lege, in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  appear  to  feek 
the  advantage  of  the  College,  and  not  his 
own,  hut  in  a  manner  dire&ly  contrary; 
that  in  examining  into,  and  adjudging 
caufes,  he  does  not  follow  the  rules  of  equi- 
ty, and  that  he  is  not  capable  of  doing  fo ; 
but  follows  the  didtates  of  the  moft  invete- 
rate malice,  extravagant  folly,  and  unbri- 
dled fury;  being  totally  under  the  guidance 
of  the  moft  turbulent,  and  malignant  paffi- 
ons.  Every  member  of  the  College  is  bound 
to  obey  the  Provoft,  in  all  things  lawful  and 
honeft,  in  refpedt  to  fcholajlick  exercife ;  and 
it  is  a  branch  of  his  duty,  to  infpedt  into  the 
condudt  of  the  officers  and  ledurers,  and,  if 
he -finds  them  defective,  or  negligent,  in  the 
performance  of  their  duty,  to  punifh  them 
according  to  his  pleafure ;  thus  it  appears, 
that  the  Provoft  ought  to  be  a  man  oi  learn- 
ing, and  the  neceffity  of  his  being  fb  I  fhall 
hereafter  demonftrate  :  but  F  fhall  alfo  (hew, 
that  Mr.  Hutchinfon  is  ridiculoufly  illite- 
rate, even  more  fo  than  could  be  expelled, 
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confidering  his  prcfefficn  :  'tis  true  Mr. 
Hutchinfon  received  part  of  his  education 
in  this  College,  and  is  above  thirty  years  of 
age,  and  had,  fo  far,  two  qualifications  for 
the  Provoftfhip,  required  by  the  ftatutesj 
but  thefe  are  the  only  qualifications,  of  all 
required,  which  he  is  poffefled  of;  and  how 
far  they  entitled  him  to  this  promotion,  let 
all  the  world  judge.  With  refpecl  to  the 
difpenfation  granted  to  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  it 
is  proper  to  obferve,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  prejudicial  to  the  intereft,  nay  to  the 
very  defign  and  end,  of  the  inftitution  of  the 
College.  It  was  at  firft  inftituted,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  for  the  purpofe  of  diffuf- 
ing  the  true  light  of  the  gofpel,  in  this  king- 
dom, by  educating,  and  providing  for  the 
future  education  of  a  learned  and  pious  rninif- 
try;  and  for  this  reafon,  the  venerable  com- 
piler of  the  prefent  ftatutes  had  wifely  pro- 
vided, that  a  divine  fhould  prefide  over  it ; 
thinking  it  an  abfurdity  of  the  grofleft  kind, 
to  permit  a  layman  to  be  the  principal  in- 
ftrudlor  of  the  growing  church,  in  this 
realm  :  not  that  all  laymen  are  incapable  of 
being  fo,  but  becaufe  it  is  infinitely  more 
probable,  that  the  perfons,  who  have  made 
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.  divinity  the  ftudy*  and  piety  the  pradlice  of 
their  lives,  are  abler  to  inftrucl:  the  rifing  ge- 
neration, in  the  fublime  myfteries  of  our  ho- 
ly religion,  and  to  ftimulate  them,  by  their 
example,  to  the  exercife  of  all  the  duties  of 
it,  than  men,  whofe  different  views  in  life 
have  direfted  them  to  other  ftudies  and  em- 
ployments. He  had  alfo  wifely  provided, 
that  the  Provoft  ftiould  be  an  unmarried  man, 
and,  if  he  thought  proper  to  marry  >  that 
he  fhould  refign  his  place  :  becaufe,  as  he 
had  given  him  exorbitant  power,  by  the 
ftatutes,  over  the  eftate,  property,  and 
emoluments  of  the  College,  he  thought  a 
bachelor,  having  no  family  of  his  own  to 
provide  for,  would  look  on  the  College  as 
his  family  ;  and  would  alfo  have  lefs  allure- 
ments to  wafte  the  property  of  the  college, 
and  divert  the  emoluments  of  it  from  their 
original  ufe  and  defign,  than  a  married  man, 
who  might  be  induced  to  do  fo,  for  the  ad- 
vancement and  profit  of  his  Family,  and 
children  :  thus,  taking  every  precaution,  to 
guard  againft  the  infirmity  or  depravity  of 
the  human  heart.  Of  the  wifdom  of  this 
laft  provifion  we  have  had  fufHcient  proofs, 
by  the  bequefts  of  Provofts  Baldwin  and 
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Andrews  to  the  College.  It  never  entered 
into  the  thoughts  of  this  holy  Prelate,  that 
the  power  of  difpenfation,  which, as  well  as  the 
power  of  nomination  to  the  Provoftfliip,  he 
was  referving  to  the  crown,  with  the  defign 
already  mentioned,  in  treating  of  the  pow- 
er of  nomination,  would,  by  the  mediation 
of  corrupt  and  wicked  men,  be  one  day  or 
other  exercifed,  to  deftroy  thofe  wife  pro- 
viiions,  and  thereby  overturn  this,  his  fa- 
vourite feminary.  It  is  alleged,  in  jufti- 
fication  of  this  difpenfation  to  Mr.  Hut*- 
chinfon,  that  his  predeceffor,  Dr.  Andrews, 
had  alfo  a  difpenfation,  which  excufed  his 
want  of  the  qualifications  of  being  a  clerick, 
and  a  dodlor,  or  bachelor  in  divinity  :  to 
this  it  may  be  anfwered,  firft,  that  it  is  no 
defence  of  a  wicked  and  ruinous  meafure,  to 
ihew,  that  the  like  has  been  done  in  one,  or 
even  many  inftances  already  ;  and  fecondly, 
that  the  cafes  of  Dr.  Andrews,  and  Mr. 
Hutchinfon,  are  widely  different.  Dr.  An- 
drews, as  I  have  already  fhewn,  had  almoft 
every  qualification  to  en  title  him  to  the  Pro- 
voftfliip,  except  the  fingle  one  of  being  a 
clerick  :  I  admit  his  enemies  accufed  him 
*0f  being  too  much  the  bon  vivant,  or  good- 
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fellow,  and  complained  of  his  condudl  in 
private  life,  as  fomewhat  too  loofe  and  un- 
guarded for  a  Provoft :  malice  itfelf  laid  no- 
thing elfe  to  his  charge;  and  perhaps  the 
accufation  may  be,  in  fome  degree,  true, 
tho'  greatly  exaggerated.  His  behaviour, 
however,  in  the  College,  was  decent  and  re- 
gular, and,  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  honour, 
his  character  was  unexceptionable  :  he  was  a 
man  of  letters,  and  a  Senior  Fellow  of  the 
College,  at  the  time  he  was  appointed  Pro- 
voft, and  then  was,  and  continued  'till 
his  death,  unmarried.  At  the  time  of 
his  promotion,  he  was  a  pradtiiing  Bar- 
rifter,  but  immediately  afterwards  quit- 
ted the  bar,  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his 
ftation ;  he  had  alfo  regularly  obtained 
the  degree  of  dodor  of  laws:  fo,  that 
however  religion  was  injured  by  his 
promotion,  the  College  and  its  members 
were  neither  infulted  nor  injured  by  it;  nor 
were  the  interefts  of  learning  facrificed  :  let 
us  now  review  the  account  on  the  fide  of  Mr. 
Hutchinfon;  Mr.  Hutchinfon  pofleffcs  no 
qualification  for  the  provoftfhip,  except  the 
two  very  trifling  ones  already  mentioned, 
and  he  has  obtained  a  difpenfation  to  excufe 
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his  defed,  not  in  one,  but  in  two  of  the  moft 
neceffary,  and  in  their  nature  indifpenfible, 
qualifications  of  a  Provoft,  to  wit,  clericifm 
and  celibacy  ;    he  is  encumbered  with  a  very 
numerous  family  of  children,  fome  of  whom, 
as  it   may   be    reafonably    prefumed,    from, 
what  I  (hall  hereafter   mention,   he  intends 
to  quarter  on  the  eftate  of  the  College,    his 
income  being  inadequate  to  his  expenfes  not- 
withftanding  his  immenfe  appointments;  fo 
that  the  character  of  alieni  appetens  fui profu- 
fus   was  not  "more    applicable  to   Cataline, 
than  it  is  to  him.     The  College-walks  and 
gardens,  heretofore  facred  to  the  exercife  and 
contemplation  of  the  fober  academick,    are 
now  infefted  by  himfelf  and  military  officers 
mounted  on  prancing  hprfes;   his  wife  and 
adult  daughters,    with  their  train  of  female 
companions,    and  his  infant  children,    their 
nurfes  and  go-carts ;  who  by  their  pomp  and 
clamour  have  banifhed  the  mufes,   and  may 
probably  be  the  authors  of  greater  and  more 
ferious  evils  :  He   is  entirely   illiterate,  and 
was  not  a  Fellow,    or  any  member  of  the 
College,    at  the  time  of  his  promotion,    nor 
was  any  degree,    fuperior  to  that  of  Bache- 
lor of  arts,  ever  conferred  on  him  by  the 
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Univerfity,  to  which  he  was  entitled  by 
learning  and  attendance  :  for  the  degree  of 
doctor  of  laws,  which  he  has  obtained,  was 
an  honorary  one,  the  nature  of  which  I 
fhall  prefently  explain  ;  fo  that  not  only 
religion  was  wounded,  but  every  member 
of  the  College  was  infulted,  as  well  as  inju- 
red, by  his  appointment,  and  the  interefts 
of  learning  and  the  nation  facrificed.  At  the 
time  of  his  promotion  to  the  Provoftftup,  he 
was  a  praftifing  Barrifter,  but  has  not,  like 
Doctor  Andrews,  quitted  the  bar,  on  his 
promotion,  ftill  attending  there  with  the 
fame  avidity  as  before,  altho'  the  attendance 
neceffary,  in  the  exercife  of  that  profeffion, 
is  incompatible  with  the  execution  of  his 
duty  as  Provoft,  fuppofing  he  was  capable 
of  executing  it.  Every  member  of  the 
Irifh  parliament,  learned  or  unlearned,  has, 
by  cuftom,  a  right  to  have  an  honorary  de- 
gree in  law  conferred  on  him  by  the  univer  - 
fity  :  this  degree  is  merely  complimentary  ; 
no  academick  exercifes  whatfoever  are  to  be 
performed  for  it  j  the  learning  of  the  can- 
didate is  never  inquired  into;  he  pays  no 
fees  to  the  Univerfity  j  nor  do  fuch  degrees 
entitle  a  man  to  any  privileges  :  fuch  is  the 
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degree  by  which  Mr.  Hutchinfon  (for  I 
never  give  the  title  of  doclor  to  an  honorary 
one)  affumes  the  privilege  of  writing  L.  L.  D. 
after  his  name,  and  this  degree  he  ob- 
tained, fhortly  after  an  ignorant  carpenter, 
one  John  Magill  (whofe  character  is  well 
known  in  this  kingdom,  and  who  had  been 
thruft  into  the  houfe  of  commons  by  a  pow- 
erful nobleman,)  obtained  the  honorary 
degree  of  dodlor  of  laws.  I  cannot  give  my 
readers  jufter  ideas  of  the  proftitution  of  thefe 
honorary  degrees ;  of  the  cKeapnefs  in  which 
they  are  held ;  and  of  the  ignorance  of  fome 
perfons  on  whom  they  are  conferred,  than 
by  telling  them,  that,  whilft  I  was  royal  pro- 
feflbr  of  civil  law  in  the  univerfity  of  Dub- 
lin, I  officially  prefented  Blacquiere  him- 
felf  to  the  univerfity,  and  that  he  was  made 
an  honorary  doftor  of  laws ;  yet  there  is  the 
ftrongeft  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  Mr.  Hut- 
chinfon was  recommended  to  his  Majefty,  as 
equally  qualified  for  the  employment  of 
Provoft  with  Dr.  Andrews;  for  the  gazette, 
which  announced  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  promo- 
tion to  the  Provoftfhip,  fet  it  forth  in  the 
following  terms :  "  His  Majefty  has  been 
"  pleafed  to  appoint  the  right  honourable 
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'*  John  Hely  Hutchinfon,  L.  L.  D.  Provoft 
*c  of  Trinity  College  Dublin,   in  the  room 
f€  of  the    right    honourable     Francis     An- 
"  drews,  L.  L.  D.  deceaftd."  If  fo  infamous, 
a  fraud  was  ufed    (and   fraud  of  fome  kind 
certainly  was  made  ufe  of  in  the  tran faction,} 
to  induce  his  Majefty  to  promote  Mr.  Hut- 
chinfon   to  fo  important  a   poft,   the  con- 
trivers of  it  deferve  not  only  the  abhorrence 
of  the  whole  nation,    but  the  moft  exem- 
plary punHhment.     When  I  reflect  on  the 
abfurdity  and  indecency  of  the  promotions 
in  Ireland,   during  the  unhappy  lieutenancy 
of  this  driveling  patron  of  Blacquiere,  I  can't 
help   being    furprifed,    that  Blacquiere  did 
not    procure    the    Provoftfhip    for   himfelf. 
It  is  a    lucrative   employment,    he    was   a 
member  of  parliament,  full  as  poor  and  gree- 
dy,   and   as  well  qualified  for  the  place,    as 
his   friend  Hutchinfon:   he  had  as  good  an 
L.  L.  D,   at  the  end  of  his  name,   and,    as 
he  was  not  a  knight  at  the  time  of  the  late 
ProvofVs  death,  his  promotion  would  have 
made  the  fame  figure  in  the  gazette.   Let  us 
fee  how  it  wou'd  ftand  :   "  His  Majefty  has 
«'  been  pleafed  to  appoint  the  right  honour- 
M  able  John  Blacquiere,  L.  L.  D.  Provoft  of 

«  Trinity 


(    59    ) 

*'  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  in  the  room  of 
"  the  right  honourable  Francis  Andrews, 
<f  L.  L.  D.  deceafed."  Mutato  nomine  de 
te  Fabula  narratur :  there  is  no,  difference 
but  in  the  name. 

I  have  already  (hewn,  from  the  fecond 
chapter  of  the  ftatutes,  how  neceflary  a  qua- 
lification learning  is  for  a  Provofl: :  indeed, 
without  deducing  the  neccffity  of  fuch  a 
qualification,  for  the  Provoftfhip,  from  any 
quotations  of  the  ftatutes,  reafon  wou'd  dic- 
tate to  every  one,  that  a  man  placed  at  the 
head  of  a  feminary,  inftituted  for  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  inftructing  the  youth  of  a 
whole  kingdom  in  all  the  various  branches 
of  literature,  ought  to  be  the  moft  learned 
man,  who  cou'd  be  procured,  after  di- 
ligent and  exad:  inquiry :  but  by  the  reca- 
pitulation of  fome  moft  extraordinary  and 
exorbitant  powers,  given  to  the  Provoft  of 
the  College,  I  fhall  (hew  that  learning,  of 
the  fublimeft  and  abftrufeft  kind,  is  a  more 
neceflary  qualification  in  the  Provoft  of  this 
College,  than  in  the  head  of  any  learned 
feminary  in  Europe.  The  Provoft,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned,  is  by  the  ftatires 
*  empowered 
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empowered  to  nominate  the  Fellows,  after 
the  candidates  for  vacant  Fellowfhips  have 
undergone  a  publick  examination,  by  him- 
felf  and  the  feven  Senior  Fellows,  and  after 
an  election  made  by  the  examiners;  which 
election  (if  he  nominates)  I  have  already 
fhewn  to  be  nugatory ;  now  the  examination 
of  the  candidates  for  Fellowships,  in  the 
College  of  Dublin,  may,  without  exagge- 
ration, be  pronounced  the  fevereft,  the  moft 
folemn*  and  critical,  eftablifhed  at  this  Day 
on  any  part  of  the  earth.  If  there  is  a  vacan- 
cy of  a  Fellowfhip,  this  examination  begins 
annually  on  the  Wednefday  preceding 
Trinity  Sunday  :  a  large  theatre,  capable  of 
containing  five  hundred  perfons,  is  previ- 
oufly  creeled  in  the  College- hall :  This  thea- 
tre is  crowded  with  the  learned,  not  only 
of  the  univerfity  of  Dublin,  but  of  the 
whole  Kingdom.  The  fituation  of  the 
College  in  the  midft  of  a  very  great  capital 
city,  the  largeft  in  Chriftendom,  except 
London  and  Paris,  giving  the  literati,  as  one 
may  fay,  of  the  whole  nation  an  opportunity 
of  attending  this  examination,  and  whilft 
it  continues,  the  doors  of  the  hall  are  open 
to  every  perfon  of  a  gentlemanly  appearance, 
*  On 


On  one  fide  of  an  area,  in  the  midft  of  this 
theatre,  fit  the  Provoft  and  the  feven  Senior 
Fellows;  oppofite  to  them,  in  the  fame  area, 
fit  the  candidates,  and,  as  the  area  is  at  leaft 
fifteen  feet  wide^the  diftance  bet  ween  the  ex- 
aminers and  the  candidates  is  fo  great,  that 
both  the  queftion  and  anfwer  muft  be  pro- 
nounced in  founds  loud  enough  to  be  heard 
by  the  whole  aflembly;  fo  that  all  the  learned 
prefent  are  able  to  form  a  judgment,  as  well 
of  the  fkill  of  the  examiners,  as  of  the  learning 
of  the  candidates:  This  examination  conti- 
nues four  days,  for  four  hours  each  day,  two 
in  the  morning,  and  two  in  the  afternoon; 
during  which  time,  the  candidates  are  exam- 
ined, with  the  mod  critical  feverity,  in  logick; 
in  all  the  branches  of  mathematical  learning; 
in  natural  and  moral  philofophy  ;  in  chrono- 
logy, hiftory,  and  the  learned  languages ;  and 
their  fkill  in  compofition  in  latin  profe  and 
verfe  is  alfo  inquired  into ;  the  Provoft  and 
each  of  the  feven  Senior  Fellows  examining 
different  branches.  Happy  is  the  candidate, 
whom  five  years  of  mod  intenfe  applica- 
tion and  ftudy,  together  with  the  inftrudi- 
ons  of  fome  of  the  ableft  profeflbrs  in 
the  King's  dominions,  can  qualify  to  fuf- 
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tain  this  examination  with  credit  and  fuc- 
cefs.  Seven  years  generally,  and  often.ten, 
of  the  moft  precious  part  of  a  man's  life,  are 
•con fumed  in  this  arduous  purfuit,  and  the 
healths  of  many  have  been  fatally  wafted 
in  it  ;  the  haggard,  pallid  countenances, 
and  meagre  bodies,  of  the  candidates,  at  the 
time  of  examination,  are  fufficient  proofs  of 
their  antecedent  labour  and  confinement,  and 
prefent  anxiety  :  their  reputations,  as  well 
as  future  fubfiftence  in  life,  being  at 
flake.  Such  an  ordeal  muft  every  man  pafs 
through  to  a  FellowiTiip,  the  fcanty  and  pre- 
carious reward  of  his  toil.  The  Provoft,  as 
I  before  obferved,  is  obliged  himfelf  to  ex- 
amine, on  this  folemn  trial ;  it  is  in  his  pow- 
er to  nominate  the  Fellow  from  among  the 
candidates,  tho'  all  the  Senior  Fellows 
fbould  vote  againft  the  perfon,  nominated  by 
him  :  he  is  alfo  folemnly  fworn  to  nominate, 
or  agree  to  the  election  of  the  moft  merito- 
rious candidate  ;  the  Provoft  therefore,  to 
qualify  himfelf  to  perform  his  duty  accord- 
ing to  his  oath,  ought  to  be  a  perfon  of 
.greater  learning  (if  fuch  can  be  found)  than 
any  of  the  feven  Senior  Fellows  ;  becaufe 
he  is  not  only  one  of  the  examiners,  but,  by 
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his  power  of  nomination,  fole  judge  of  the 
merit  of  the  candidates,  and  able  to  control 
and  over-rule  the  judgments  of  all  his  co- 
examiners  together.  Now  let  us  fee,  whether 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  be  capable  of  performing 
this  part  of  his  duty  :  And,  very  happily,  his 
own  vanity  and  folly  have  given  me  an  op- 
portunity of  demonstrating  to  the  world,  that 
he  is  quite  unacquainted  with  the  two  learn- 
ed languages  of  Greek  and  Latin  ;  a  ikill  in 
which  bounds  even  his  own  pretenfions  to 
literature.  An  .illiterate  dunce,  the  very 
memory  of  whom  in  the  college  (as  -of 
Mr.  Hutchinfon)  had  been  worn  out  by 
length  of  time,  if  obtruded  in  the  fame 
manner  on  the  college,  might,  by  the  fin- 
gle  faculty  of  difcretion,  have  efcaped  with 
only  the  fufpicion  of  ignorance  :  a  prudent 
taciturnity  and  referve,  and  a  well  timed  fit 
of  the  gcut,  or  other  ficknefs,  are  fufficient 
to  preferve  a  Pro v oft  from  the  too  curious  in*« 
fpedtion  of  the  inferior  members  of  the  col- 
lege into  his  literary  abilities:  But  Mr. 
Hutchinfon's  petulance,  and  difpofition  to 
mountebanking,  very  fhortly  after  his  ap- 
pointment, fully  difcovered  to  the  members 
of  the  college,  his  profound  ignorance,  even 
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of  the  commoneft  clafficks ;    as  I  (hall  prove 
by  an  inftance  or  two  of  his  behaviour.     I 
Avas,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  the  fe-< 
cond  of  the  Junior  Fellows,    and  fhortly  af- 
ter, during  the  abfence  of  two  Senior  Fellows, 
was  called  up  to  be  a  member  ©f  the  board, 
as  the  ftatutes  dired:  :  during  my  attendance 
there,    Mr.    Hutchinfon,    who  feemed    to 
think,  that  the  members  of  the  board  had 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  liften  to  his  frothy  ha- 
rangues, pronounced  a  fpeech,  which  lafted 
for   an  enormous   length  of  time ;  I  think, 
two  hours,  by  my  watch;   and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  interruption    I    mall  prefently 
mention,  it  would  probably  have  lafted  two 
hours  longer.     An  hour  and  half  of  this  time 
were  confumed  in  paying  us  the  moft  fulfome 
compliments,  in  reipedl  of  the  excellency  of 
our  College-courfe,  for  the  education  of  fuch 
as  were  committed  to  our  care  ;    and  was  in- 
tended to  reconcile  us  (for  at  his  firft  coming 
amongft  us,    he  thought  it  worth  fome  pains 
to  keep  us  in  temper)    to  an  adtual  arraign- 
ment of  our  condudt,  in  refpedl  to  this  very 
courfe  of  education,   which  he  was  laviflhly 
praifing.     In  the  latter  part  of  his  harangue 
he  told  us,    tho'  we  took  great  pains  to  in- 
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ftrudl  the  ftudents  in  the  fciences,  that  we  did 
not  exert  equal  attention  in  inftrudling  them 
in  the  clafficks.  It  may  be  proper  here  to 
remark,  that  this  cenfure  was  founded  on 
ignorance  and  falfehood,  and  that  he  had 
learned  it  from  the  groundlefs  reports  of  the 
vulgar  and  illiterate.  The  undergraduates 
being  obliged  to  read  mod  of  the  Latin  and 
Greek  clafficks,  previous  to  their  obtaining 
their  degrees,  as  Bachelors  of  arts ;  and  the 
bachelors,  before  they  become  Matters, 
being  alfo,  in  the  courfe  of  their  attendance 
on  the  Greek  ledurer,  obliged  to  read  the  re- 
maining and  moft  difficult  clafficks ;  fo  that 
the  diligent  ftudents,  of  pregnant  parts, 
have  as  great  incitements  to,  and  opportuni- 
ties of,  acquiring,  and  actually  do  acquire, 
as  great  knowledge  of  the  two  learned  lan- 
guages in  this  College,  as  in  any  other  fe- 
minary  whatfoever  :  For  the  ignorance  of 
the  idle  and  flupid,  its  members  are  not  ac- 
countable. In  the  progrefs  of  his  harangue 
he  told  us,  that,  at  Eaton-college  (which 
is  juftly  celebrated  as  a  fchool,  to  prepare 
gentlemen  for  the  Univerfitys)  more  pains 
were  taken  to  inftrudl  the  Scholars,  and 
that  they  were  actually  better  /killed  in  the 
F  learned 
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learned  languages,  than  the  (Indents  in  the 
College  of  Dublin  ;  and  to  prove  this,  he 
introduced  the  example  of  his  own  fon,  of 
whofe  literary  abilities,  as  well  as  of  his  own, 
he  was  defirous  to  imprefs  us  with  very 
high  ideas.  He  told  us,  that  before  his  fon 
went  to  Oxford  (for  previous  to  his  own 
promotion  his  fon  was  no  member  of  this 
College,  nor  would  he  now  be  fo,  but  for 
electioneering  purpofes,  as  I  {hall  hereafter 
fliew)  and  whilft  he  was  yet  a  fehool-boy 
at  Eaton,  when  he  came  to  vifit  him  in 
Dublin,  in  a  long  vacation,  he  opened  the 
famous  oration  of  Demofthenes,  concerning 
the  crown,  put  it  into  his  fon's  hand,  and 
defired  him  to  tranflate  fome  pages  of  it  into 
Englifli  i  which  he  readily  performed,  al- 
though, on  inquiry,  he  told  him,  that  he 
had  never  read  the  book  before.  This  part 
of  his  harangue  excited  the  indignation  of 
a  very  learned  member  of  the  board  fo  far, 
that  he  immediately  interrupted  him,  and 
told  him,  that  if  he  had  been  informed  of 
fo  very  extraordinary  a  circumftance,  by  a  lefs 
refpedable  authority,  he  would  give  very 
little  credit  to  it  :  as  he  found  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  bring  himfelf  to  believe,  that  a 

fchool-boy 
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fchool-boy  could  explain,  at  fight,  without 
any  ftudy  or  preparation,  a  book,  which 
had  exercifed,  and,  in  fome  particulars,  baf- 
fled the  fagacity  of  the  moft  learned  criticks, 
fince  the  revival  of  letters  in  Europe  j  at  the 
fame  time  mentioning  the  names  of  feveral 
of  them.  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  whofe  vanity 
and  ignorance  never  fuffered  him  to  imagine, 
that  he  would  meet  with  fo  farcaftick  a  re- 
buke, of  the  poignancy  of  which  he  was 
not  capable  of  being  fully  fenfible,  was  how- 
ever thrown  into  apparent  confufion  by  it  5 
and,  after  taking  a  confiderable  time  to  re- 
colledl  himfelf,  at  length  ftammered  out, 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  affert,  that  his  fon 
had  critically  explained  the  oration ;  and, 
turning  to  the  gentleman,  added,  "  Doctor, 
"  you  know  that  a  perfon  may  get  through 
"  two  or  three  pages  of  that  book,  without 
"  meeting  with  any  of  thefe  difficulties 
"  which  you  mention  :"  "No,  replied  the 
"  Dodtor,  determined  to  chaftize  his  igno- 
"  ranee,  the  difficulties  in  that  book  are  thick- 
"  er  fet,  than  the  ftars  in  the  firmament." 
This  reply  had  the  defired  effect;  his  agita- 
tion could  be  no  longer  concealed  ;  the  ha- 
rangue ended  :  and  the  board  was  difmifled. 

F  2  Sic 
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Sic  nosfervavit.^—Novj  I  would  afk  any  gen- 
tleman,  acquainted  with  this  oration  of  De- 
mofthenes,    whether   this    (lory,     which   I 
have  faithfully  related,  without  the  leaft  ex- 
aggeration,   does    not   demonftrably    prove, 
that  Mr.  Hutchinfon  had  never  read  this  ora- 
tion, and  had   but  little  fkill  in  the  Greek 
tongue?     For  the  fake  of  thofe  only,  who 
are  unlearned  in  Greek,    I  (hall  take  fome 
pains   to  explain    the  nature  of  this  proof. 
The   oration   of  Demofthenes,    concerning 
the  crown,   is  an  anfwer  to  the  oration  of 
another  famous   orator,    named    ^Efchines, 
who   accufed    one     Ctefiphon,    of    having 
tranfgreffed  the  laws  of  Athens,  in  propo- 
fing  that  a  golden  crown  mould  be  decreed 
to  Demofthenes,  by  the  Athenians,    for  cer- 
tain publick  fervices.     In  handling  this  fub- 
ject,    both  in  the  accufation    and    defence, 
thefe  two  great  men,  whofe  art  and    elo- 
quence were  unequalled  in  their  age,  exerted 
their  utmoft  abilities  ;   in  fadt,    the  fubject 
was  too  important  to  be  flightly  handled  by 
•either  one  or  the  other;  as  the  ruin  of  one  of 
them  was,    from  circumftances  not  neceflary 
here  to  relate,    to  be  the  confequence  of  the 
conteft:  now,  from  the  very  nature  of  the 

fubjecl, 
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fubjedt,  both  orations  are  full  of  quotations 
and  conftrudtions  of  the  laws  of  Athens, 
technical  terms,  and  references  to  its  local 
cuftoms  ;  fo  that,  without  ftudy  or  prepara- 
tion, and  a  knowledge  of  the  fubjecl:,  parti- 
cularly of  the  Athenian  laws  and  police,  it 
is  impoffible  for  the  be  ft  Greek  fcholar  to 
explain,  or  tranflate,  either  the  one,  or  the 
other  :  and  the  defence,  to  wit  the  oration 
of  Demofthenes,  is  more  difficult  to  tran- 
flate, in  fuch  circumftances,  than  the  accu- 
fation.  According  to  the  prefent  mode  of 
education,  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  no 
man  makes  any  confiderable  proficiency  in 
the  Greek  tongue,  without  having  read  thefe 
two  orations  :  and  hence  it  is  plain,  when 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  told  this  ftory,  relative  to 
his  fon,  that  he  was  entirely  unfkilled  in  the 
Greek  language.  In  vain  will  his  partifans 
endeavour  to  defend  him,  by  afferting,  that 
the  fon,  to  enhance  his  merit  with  his  father, 
might  have  deceived  him,  by  telling  him, 
that  he  had  never  before  read  this  oration  ; 
tho'  he  really  had  read  it,  before  his  father 
examined  him  :  for,  fuppofing  the  fadt  to 
be  fo,  it  by  no  means  invalidates  the  proof 
of  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  want  of  ikill  in  Greek; 

which 
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which  refts  entirely  on  his  having  publickly 
aflerted,  in  an  aflembly  of  learned  men,  that 
his  fon  explained  the  oration,  without  having 
even  read  it  before.  His  fuppofing,  or  be- 
lieving, that  a  fchool-boy  (or  any  perfon 
whatsoever)  could  tranflate  that  oration, 
without  having  previoufly  ftudied  it,  is  an 
inconteftable  proof  of  his  ignorance  of  the 
Greek  language  :  and  he  certainly  believed  it, 
or  he  never  would  have  aflerted  it,  as  a  faft, 
within  his  own  knowledge,  when  the  ab- 
furdity  and  the  impofllbility  of  it  muft  be  ri- 
diculed by  every  man  of  letters.  This  af- 
fedtation  of  learning  too,  which,  it  is  plain, 
he  did  not  poflefs,  muft  induce  a  fufpicion, 
if  we  wanted  certain  proof,  that  he  pre- 
tended to  knowledge  in  other  particulars, 
with  as  little  foundation  to  fupport  his  pre* 
tenfions, 

I  fhall  now  prefent  my  readers  with  ano- 
ther inftance  of  his  behaviour,  to  prove  his 
ignorance  of  letters ;  and,  whether  we  con- 
fider  the  impudence  or  folly  he  difplayed  in 
it,  I  believe,  it  will  be  admitted  by  all,  that 
he  is,  in  both,  unrivalled.  I  have  already 
given  an  account  of  the  folemnity  of  the  ex- 
amination, 
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animation,  which  candidates  for  vacant 
Fellowships  are  obliged  to  fuftain,  and  the 
various  branches  of  learning,  in  which  they 
are  examined  :  how  then  muft  it  aftonifli 
every  perfon  to  hear,  that  Mr.  Hutchinfon* 
confefledly  ignorant  of  all  the  fciences,  and 
pretending  only  to  a  knowledge  of  Greek 
and  Latin,  had  thematchlefs  affurance  to  fit 
as  Provoft,  as  Examiner,  and  as  Judge  of  the 
merits  of  the  candidates  for  the  firft  Fellow- 
flup,  which  became  vacant  after  his  appoint- 
ment, in  the  prefenceof  fo  many  of  the  learn- 
ed in  this  kingdom  !  mountebanks  generally 
eredt  their  flages  amongft  the  populace;  their 
tricks  are  defigned  only  to  deceive  the  vulgar 
and  ignorant ;  they  know  their  trade,  and 
the  places  proper  to  exercife  it  in  :  this  man 
eredled  his  ftage  in  the  very  manfion  of 
fcience,  and  had  the  preemption,  or  rather 
folly,  to  imagine,  that  his  juggling  would 
impofe  on  the  wife  and  learned  :  his  beha- 
viour, however,  in  the  Provoft's  chair,  on 
this  occafion,  has  met  with  condign  punifti- 
ment,  if  contempt  and  ridicule  are  punifh- 
ments.  He  affumed  the  province  of  ex- 
amining the  candidates  in  the  Greek  language,; 
the  ufual  method,  heretofore  pradtifed  by  the 

perfca 
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perfon  appointed  to  examine  Greek,  was  this: 
the  examiner  took  with  him  into  the  hall 
fome  Greek  claffick,    of  eftablifhed  reputa- 
tion ;  this   book  he  put  into   the  hands  of 
the  candidate^  fucceflively,  and  they  tranfla- 
ted  fuch  parts  of  it,  as  the  examiner  thought 
proper,   who   alfo,    at    intervals,    took   the 
opportunity   of  inquiring  into  their  critical 
knowledge  of  the  language.     Mr.  Hutchin- 
fon  was  not  contented  with  this  mode  of  ex- 
amination ;   he  intended,    not  fo  much,   to 
gain  a  knowledge  of  the  merits  of  the  candi- 
dates,   as  to  acquire  immortal  fame,  in  let- 
ters,   to  himfelf ;    and  with  this  view,   tho' 
he  carried  the  Iliad  into   the  hall,    yet  he 
had  collected  a  fet  of  queftions  of  a  very  ex- 
traordinary nature,    all  which  he  propofed  to 
the  candidates,    before  he  put  the  book  into 
their  hands.     Thefe  queftions  were  fo  con- 
trived, that,  tho'  each  of  them  took  two  mi- 
nutes in  the  recital,    the  anfwer  could  not 
poffibly  confift  of  more  than  one  word,  ei- 
ther yes,  or  no ;    or  the  name  of  fome  poet, 
hiftorian,  or  philofopher.   Each  of  the  quef- 
tions recited  the  character  of  fome  great  an- 
cient, and  then  contained  the  demand  of, 
«  euefs  who  that  was  ?•"   or,  "was  it  not 

«  fuch 
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"  fuch  a  man  ?"  In  this  new  mode  of  exa- 
mination he  proceeded,  with  the  loudeft  vo- 
ciferation, the  moft  folemn  pomp,  and  with- 
out blulh  or  hefitation  ;  fo  that  he  feemed, 
and  I  verily  believe  he  was,  totally  infenfible 
of  the  ridiculous  abfurdity  of  his  conducl,, 
and  fancied  himfelf  gaining  the  applaufe  and 
veneration  of  an  audience,  impatient  to  crown 
him  with  never-fading  laurels.  At  length,, 
a  ftudent  of  the  college,  who  had  been  an 
Eaton  fchoJar,  informed  the  perfon  who  fai; 
next  to  him,  that  the  Provoft  was  repeating 
whole  pages  of  the  little  art  of  rhetorick, 
which  was  taught,  at  Eaton,  to  the  boys 
on  the  lowed  form  :  the  ftory  ipread,  the 
book  was  procured,  and  the  /Indent's  af- 
fertion  appeared  to  be  literally  true.  This 
little  book,  or  pamphlet,  is  printed  by  one 
Pote,  at  Eaton,  and  is  entitled,  Elementa 
Rbetorica,  in  ufum  juventutis  Etonien/is, 
cum  excerptis  ex  Quintilianoy  et  Cicerone 
de  oratore.  The  chapter  of  this  trealife, 
which  contained  thefe  excerpta,  Mr.  Hut- 
chinfon  had  gotten  by  heart,  and  retailed 
this  fmall  ware  with  the  utmoft  liberality 
to  the  candidates  and  audience  ;  never  ima- 
gining, that  the  petit  larceny  would  be  de- 
tected. 
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tefted.  I  fuppofe  the  pamphlet  was  recom- 
mended to  his  perufal  by  the  learned  Eato- 
nian,  who  had,  according  to  his  account, 
tranflated  Demofthenes  peri  Stepbanou,  by 
intuition.  It  cannot  be  alleged,  with  any 
appearance  of  truth,  or  probability,  that  Mr. 
Hutchinfon  had  reforted  to  the  original  au- 
thors, Quintilian  and  Cicero,  and  from  them 
collected  his  queftions  ;  becaufe  his  memory 
was  fo  unluckily  tenacious  on  this  occafion, 
that  he  went  through  the  whole  chapter  of 
Pote's  pamphlet,  in  the  exadt  order  obferved 
therein,  and  did  not  omit  even  an  et9  or  an 
etiam,  or  any  particle  whatfoever,  inferted 
in  it  5  but  repeated  it  with  admirable  accu- 
racy, adding  only,  now  and  then,  when  he 
had  rehearfed  half  a  page,  ^uifnam  fuit  hie  ? 
or,  Nonne  tails  fuit  Homerus,  Pindarus, 
&c  ?  Any  perfon,  who  can  affert  that 
he  had  reforted  to  the  original  authors, 
muft  firft  take  it  for  granted,  that  he,  and 
the  compiler  of  Pote's  pamphlet,  had  agreed 
fo  exadlly  in  tafte,  as  to  adopt  the  very  fame 
paffages  in  thefe  two  Authors ;  a  wonder- 
ful Hypothefis  indeed  !  Whenever  he  ventu- 
red to  infert  the  fmallefl  addition  of  his  own, 
he  manifefted  fo  entire  an  ignorance  of  even 

the 
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the  firft  rudiments  of  grammar,  that  fomc 
fchool-boys,  fitting  on  the  upper  and  remote 
benches,  cou'd  not  contain  their  laughter. 
Quo  Periodo,  and  like  attacks  on  Prifcian's 
head,  were  common  with  him.  *  Exclufive 
of  the  injury  and  affront  to  thefe  unfortunate 
candidates,  in  having  fo  ignorant  a  perfon 
appointed  to  be  judge  of  their  abilities  and 
literary  acquirements,  the  College  fuftained 
the  moft  material  damage,  in  having  the 
folemn  examination  for  Fellowfhips,  the 
glorious  fupport  of  its  reputation  in  the  re- 
publick  of  letters,  degraded,  debafed,  and 
made  a  fubject  for  ridicule,  by  the  folly  and 
vanity  of  an  illiterate  mummer. 

I  cou'd  recite  other  innumerable  ioftances 
of  his  conduct,  all  tending  to  the  fame  point; 
but  I  think  the  two  I  have  mentioned  fuffi- 

cient 

*  To  make  his  ignorance  and  folly,  if  poflible,  more  mani- 
feft,  I  fhall  recite  one  very  ridiculous  anecdote,  concerning 
his  behaviour  on  this  occafion  :  he  afked  one  of  the  candi- 
dates, in  very  bad  latin,  "  At  what  period  eloquence  flourifh-» 
ed  moft  amongft  the  Greeks  ?"  The  candidate,  not  knowing 
the  proper  anfwer,  after  fome  deliberation,  anfwered  by  guefs, 
"  In  the  time  of  the  Peloponnefian  war."  Here  the  candidate, 
in  his  turn,  puzzled  the  Provoft  ;  the  book,  out  of  which  he 
had  taken  the  queftion,  had  informed  him,  that  eloquence 

flourifhed 
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cient  to  convince  the  mod  incredulous,  that 
he  has  not  the  flighteft  tinfture  of  learning, 
even  in  that  branch,  of  which  alone  he  pre- 
tends to  a  knowledge.  No  hopes  can  be 
entertained,  that  he  will,  at  any  time, 
withdraw  himfelf  from  the  examination 
either  for  Fellowships  or  Scholarships,  even 
if  it  were  poffible  to  convince  him  of  the 
ridiculous  figure  he  makes  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions  :  for,  as  the  ftatutes  are  framed,  he 
could  not  either  vote,  or  nominate,  at  the 
elections  of  Fellows  or  Scholars,  if  he  ab- 

fented 

flouriflied  mod  amongft  the  Greeks  at  the  time  of  Alexander's 
death  ;  but  then  his  ignorance  of  Grecian  hiftory  was  fuch, 
that  he  did  not  know  but  Alexander  might  have  died  during 
the  Peloponnefian  war,  and  that  confequently  the  candidate's 
anfwer  might  be  right.  As  the  examination  was  publick,  he 
found  it  impoffible  to  flur  the  matter,  and  was  afraid  to  ex- 
prefs  either  his  approbation  or  difapprobation  of  the  anfwer, 
but  remained  fome  time  in  very  laughable  diftrefs :  at  length 
he  determined  to  compound  the  affair,  and  to  fay  fornething, 
which  wou'd  neither  fully  admit,  nor  yet  deny  the  propriety 
of  the  anfwer,  and  ftammered  out,  "  Right,  fir,  but  at 
what  time  in  that  period  ?"  The  candidate  ftill  hefitating, 
the  Proved  further  ftammered  out,  "  Was  it  not  at  the 
time  of  the  death  of  Alexander  ?"  The  candidate  then  an* 
fwering  yes ;  the  Provoft  exprefled  his  applaufe  with  great 
folemnity  and  pomp :  Thus  killing  Alexander,  in  the  time 
of  the  Peloponnefian  war,  to  manifeft  to  the  world  his  know- 
ledge of  Thucydides,  that  favourite  author,  whofe  name 
J*e  is  fo  fond  of  repeating.  Rifum  Teneatis  ? 
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fented  himfelf  from  the  examinations  which 
precede  the  filling  up  the  refpedtive  vacancies: 
and  as  the  execution  of  his   electioneering 
projedls,  in   the  College,   is  a  more  darling 
object  with  him,  than  even  the  gratification 
of  his  vanity,  the  College  will  never  be  freed 
from  the  difgrace,   to  which  his  attendance, 
on  thefe  occalions,  muft  expofe  it,  except  by 
his  removal  or  death.     No  remorfe,  or  fenfe 
of  decency   or  fhame,   will  deter  him  from 
doing    any    thing    whatfoever,     which     he 
thinks  may  conduce  to  his  making  a  borough 
of  the    College,    as    will   evidently    appear 
from  the  detail  of  fads,   fet  forth  in  the  re- 
maining fheets  of  this  publication.     It  has 
been  urged,    as  a  proof  of  his  being  a  Scho- 
lar,  that,    when  he  was  an  undergraduate  in 
the  College,  he  had  been  accounted  a  promi- 
fing  young    man,     and   that  fome    premi- 
ums had   been  then   adjudged    to    him,   at 
the  quarterly  examinations,  as  rewards  of  his 
fuperior   diligence  and   abilities  :  fuppofing 
this  to  be  true,  and  giving  it,   as  an   argu- 
ment in  his  favour,  its  full  weight,  it  will 
not  invalidate,  in  the  leaft,  any  thing  I  have 
here  advanced,   refpedling  his   prefent  igno- 
rance of  letters:    almoft   forty  years  have 

elapfed, 


elapfed,  fince  Mr.  Hutchinfon  quitted  th'ef 
College:  he  (laid  only  long  enough  to  com- 
mence a  Bachelor  of  Arts :  the  undergra- 
duate courfe  inflrudls  gentlemen  barely 
in  the  elements  of  the  fciences  ;  fo  tho' 
it  be  admitted,  that  he  was  entitled  to  premi- 
ums, for  his  knowledge  in  the  very  firft  rudi- 
ment of  learning,  near  forty  years  ago,  it  by  no 
means  follows,  either  that  he  was  then  aperfon 
of  pregnant  parts,  or  that  he  at  prefent  poffef- 
fes  any  literary  knowledge  whatfoever;  for 
indufcry,  without  much  genius,  may  gain 
to  a  man  a  little  elementary  knowledge, 
which,  if  not  improved,is  very  foon  forgotten, 
even  in  a  fliorter  time  than  forty  years ; 
and  is,  in  itfelf,  of  very  trifling  confideration; 
being  but  the  cradle,  the  go-cart  of  fcience. 
This  argument,  in  favour  of  his  learning, 
puts  me  in  mind  of  another  doughty  argu- 
ment, in  favour  of  his  integrity,  advanced 
by  an  anonymous  writer  (probably  himfelf) 
that  he  cannot  be  a  bad  man,  becaufe  (as  this 
Writer  aflerts,  whether  truly,  or  otherwife, 
I  know  not)  he  is  a  good  hufband  and  fa- 
ther. To  this  it  was  oppofed,  by  an  inge- 
nious adverfary,  that  the  Ihepherd  wou'd 
hardly  think  the  better  of  a  Wolf,  who 

had 


(    79    ) 

had  overleaped  the  flieep-fold  and  devour- 
ed the  flock,  becaufe  it  cou'd  be  proved, 
that  the  beaft  was  kind  to  its  mate  and 
cubs. 


Having  thus  finiflied  the  two  firft  parts 
of  my  fubjecl:,  I  fhall  begin  the  third,  to  wit, 
the  account  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  conduct  in 
the  government  of  the  College,  with  a 
faithful  tranflation  of  the  oath  of  the  Pro- 
ved, as  contained  in  the  third  chapter  of  the 
College  ftatutes;  only  premifmg,  that  the  Pro- 
voft  is  obliged  to  take  this  oath  kneeling, 
in  the  College  Chapel,  before  he  enters  on 
the  execution  of  his  office,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  whole  body,  and  that  Mr.  Hut- 
chinfon  took  it  with  that  folemnity.  This 
oath  is  as  follows: 

«  I  __  —  ,  lately  elected  into  the  place 
"  of  Provoft  of  the  College  of  the  Holy  Tri- 
"  nity,  fwear,  that  I  will  embrace  the  true 
"  religion  of  Chrift,  from  my  very  foul  ; 
"  that  I  will  prefer  the  authority  offcrip- 
"  ture  before  the  judgments  of  men;  and 
"  that  I  will,  from  thence  only,  feek  the 
"  rule  for  the  regulation  of  my  life,  and  the 
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"  whole  fumof  my  belief;  that  I  will  always 
"  hold  the  royal  authority  to  be  thefupre%e 
t€  in  all  things,  and  no  way  fubjecl:  to  the 
"  jurifdiftion  of  foreign  bifhops  ;  and  that  I 
"  will  always  oppofe,  to  the  beft  of  my  pow- 
"  er  and  abilities,  all  opinions  contrary  to 
"  the  true  word  of  God.  I  alfo  fwear,  that 
"  I  will  preferve  and  adminifter  all  the  bene- 
"  fices,  funds,  farms,  pofleffions,  royalties, 
"  rents,  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  and  all 
"  the  goods,  in  general,  of  the  faid  College, 
"  without  diminution  or  wafte,  as  far  as 
"  (hall  lie  in  my  power,  and  as  by  law  I  am 
"  able;  I  will  preferve  the  ftatutes  of  this 
"  College,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  in  all 
«c  things,  and  I  will  give  my  affent  to  all 
<c  things  which  fh all  be  done  according  to  their 
«'  prefcriptions  •>  and  I  will  govern  and  de- 
st  fend  all  and  fingular  the  Fellows  and 
"  Scholars,  Penfioners,  Sizers,  and  the  other 
"  members  of  the  College,  by  the  fame 
"  laws  and  ftatutes,  without  refped:,  favour, 
"  or  hatred  of,  or  to,  any  ftation,  condi- 
"  tion  or  perfons  ;  and  will  take  care,  as 
"  far  as  in  me  lies,  that  all  things  aforefaid 
"  {hall  be  performed  and  defended  lawfully 
"  and  righteoufly  by  others  :  and  alfo,  that 
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«*  I  will  not,  either  upon  my  own  bufinefs,  of 
"  that  of  others,  be  abfent  more  than  two 
"  months  in  the  year  from  the  College,  unlefs 
"  either  the  affairs  of  the  College,  or  nation, 
"  or  the  royal  authority,  (hall  call  me  to  fome 
"  other  place  ;  or  force,  difeafe,  peftilencej 
<c  or  fome  other  neceffary  caufe  of  able  nee 
"  (hall  happen,  to  be  approved  of  by  the 
"  arch-bifhop  of  Dublin,  in  abfence  of  the 
"  chancellor.  I  alfo  fwear,  that  if  I  (hall  be 
"  removed  from  my  place,  or  if  I  (hall,  of  my 
"  own  accord,  refign  it,  I  will  reftore  all  the 
"  goods  of  the  College,  in  my  power,  to  the 
"  Provoft,  or  treafurers  of  the  College,  im- 
"  mediately,  if  poffible,  or  within  fifteen 
"  days,  without  controverfy  or  diminution, 
*'  Laftly,  I  fwear,  if  I  (hall  be  deprived  of 
"  my  office  of  Provoft,  juftly  and  lawfully, 
"  that  I  will  not,  at  any  future  time,  bring 
"  any  fuit  or  action,  on  that  account,  againft 
"  thofe  who  have  lawfully  deprived  me  : 
"  and  alfo,  that  I  will  not  alk,  or  procure, 
"  directly  or  indirectly,  any  difpenfation,  con- 
"  trary  to  my  oath,  aforefaid,  or  contrary  to 
"  the  ordinances  or  ftatutes  of  the  college, 
"  or  any  of  them:  thefe  things,  all  and  fingu- 
"  lar,  I  will  obferve,  fo  help  me  God,  ha- 
G  «« ving 


"  ving    laid   my   hand  on  the   Gofpels  of 
«  Chrift." 

Before  I  proceed  further,  I  muft  requeft, 
that  the  reader  will  take  fpecial  notice  of  the 
feveral  claufes  of  this  oath,  and  recur  to  it, 
during  the  perufal  of  the  remaining  fheets  ; 
for,  a  due  regard  to  brevity  will  not  fuffer 
me,  always,  to  compare  his  actions,  which 
I  am  now  about  to  relate,  with  the  ftandard 
of  his  oath.  Such  a  comparifon  may  be  a 
matter  of  employment  for  the  curiofity  of 
the  reader.  To  give  the  publick  a  key  to 
the  condudt  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  in  the  col- 
lege, I  muft  remark,  that  there  are  two 
grand  objedts,  in  the  purfuit  of  which  he 
has  been  uniformly  indefatigable,  fince  he 
has  been  promoted  to  the  place  of  Provoft : 
his  firft  and  moft  darling  objedt  is  to  reduce 
the  College  to  a  family  borough,  fo  as  al- 
ways to  have  it  in  his  power,  to  nominate 
two  of  his  fons,  or  dependants,  it's  repre- 
fentatives  in  parliament.  His  eager  purfuit 
of  this  objedl  has  given  occafion  to  moft  un- 
common exertions  of  his  natural  Fury,  and 
has  been  the  immediate  vifible  caufe  of  his 
moft  outrageous  and  revengeful  adlions. 
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His  fecond  object  is  an  ardent  define,  as  well 
from  motives  of  vanity*  as  fecurity,  to  per- 
fuade  the  nation  in  general,  that  he  is  a  man 
of  letters,  and  eminently  qualified  for  the 
employment  of  Provoft.  To  his  purfuit  of 
this  object  muft  be  imputed,  not  only  his 
ridiculous  actions  (many  of  which  are  of 
fuch  a  nature,  as  to  excite  the  laughter  and 
contempt  only  of  the  obferverSj  without 
being  very  prejudicial  to  the  College  ;  the 
detail  of  which  I  (hall  therefore  omit  in  ge- 
neral) but  alfo  actions  of  more  ferious  con- 
fequences,  extremely  ruinous  to  the  learn- 
ning  and  difcipline,  which  have  hitherto 
flourifhed  in  the  College,  which,  therefore  I 
cannot,  confiftently  with  my  defign,  omit 
to  mention.  He  has  another  object,  which 
he  purfues  with  great  affiduity,  to  wit,  a 
defire  of  enriching  himfelf,  his  family,  and 
dependants,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  College 
funds  j  but  as  this  has  not  yet  excited  him 
to  the  commiffion  of  fuch  flagrant  enormi- 
ties as  the  other  two,  as  he  has  not  yet 
had  fufficient  time,  completely  to  execute 
his  fchemes.  I  cannot,  from  incontrover- 
tible facts,  fo  fully  demonftrate  it  to  be 
a  fettled  object  with  him,  as  each  of  the 
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others  is  :  however,  fome  fads  I  (hall 
mention  in  the  following  (heets,  which 
leave  very  little  room  for  doubt,  that  he  has 
formed  the  moft  ruinous  fchemes  of  that  kind, 
and  that  he  will  carry  them  into  execution, 
if  not  in  time  prevented. 

It  is  here  proper  to  obferve,  that,  at  the 
time  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  promotion  to  the 
Provoftfhip,  two  gentlemen  were  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  univerfity,  in  parliament,  both 
of  whom  were  recommended  to  the  choice 
of  the  electors,  by  the  late  Provoft,  who  was 
always  a  faft  friend  to  government,  and  that 
thefe  gentlemen  were,  themfelves,  its  firm 
friends.  One  of  them,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned,  was  then,  and  now  is,  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Attorney-general  in  Ireland  ;  the 
other,  a  baronet  of  good  reputation  :  A  dif- 
folution  of  parliament,  from  the  operation  of 
the  odtennialadt,  was  to  be  expedted  in  about 
two  years  after  his  promotion  ;  and  he  be- 
gan his  government  of  the  College,  by  exert- 
ing all  the  powers  of  the  Provoftfhip,  to  ex- 
clude the  Attorney-general  from  reprefent- 
ing  the  College  in  the  new  parliament  -,  the 
other  reprefentative  declining  any  conteft 
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with  him,  his  intereft  having  expired  with 
the  late  Provoft.  Thus,  the  very  authority 
conferred  on  him  by  the  crown  was,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  exerted  to  exclude,  from  a 
feat  in  parliament,  one  of  the  firft  officers  of 
the  crown,  and  one  of  the  ableft  and  wifcft 
minifters,  which  the  King  had  ever  employ- 
ed in  Ireland  ;  and  from  a  feat  which  he  had 
occupied,  to  the  infinite  benefit  of  the  Col- 
lege, for  thirty-nine  years  and  upwards. 
His  firft  exploit,  in  purfuance  of  this  plan,  was 
of  an  extraordinary  nature,  and  turned  out 
rather  unluckily  for  him,  his  electioneering 
intereft  in  the  College  not  having  received 
much  benefit  from  it.  About  a  year  and  a 
half  before  the  diiTolution  of  the  parliament, 
he  fent  for  fuch  of  the  Fellows  as  were  tu- 
tors, whom  he  knew  to  have  great  intereft 
with  their  pupils,  and  propofed  to  them,  as 
one  objedt  of  their  favour  on  the  enfuing 
election,  his  eldeft  fon  ;  told  them  he  would 
foon  feled:,  and  propofe  to  them,  another 
perfon  alfo,  who  (hould  be  as  well  entitled 
to  their  favour  as  his  fon,  and  requefted  not 
only  their  votes  and  intereft  for  his  fon,  but 
that  they  would  keep  themfelves  difengaged 
from  any  promife  to  fupport  the  intereft  of 
G  3  any 


(     86     ) 

any  perfon,  until  fuch  time  as  he  fhould  find 
out  another  proper  object  for  their  choice. 
This  fon  was  the  fame  Eatonian,  whom  I 
have  already  mentioned,  who  was  not  of 
age,  and  whom  he  had  juft  then  recalled 
from  Oxford,  where,  and  at  Eaton,  he  had 
been  educated,  and  entered  him  a  Fellow- 
commoner  in  this  College,  for  the  mere  pur- 
pofe  of  fettinghim  up  as  a  candidate  for  the 
College,  and  procuring  him  fome  acquain- 
tance and  intereft  amongft  the  Students. 
This  propofal  and  addrefs  was  received 
by  fome  with  indignation  j  by  moft, 
with  coolnefs  and  referve :  it  feemed 
ftrange  to  many  of  the  Fellows,  that 
the  Provoft  fhould  begin  a  canvafs,  fo 
long  before  even  the  probability  of  a  va- 
cancy, which,  from  the  circumftances 
of  the  College,  and  the  difcontents  which 
reigned,  on  his  then  late  promotion,  muft 
neceffarily  throw  the  whole  body  into 
a  flame.  They  were  amazed  at  the 
prefumption  of  a  man,  who  had  been' 
newly,  and  extraordinarily,  appointed  Pro- 
voft, to  the  damage,  and  as  it  were  in  con- 
tempt, of  the  nation,  and  them,  thus  to 
£xprefs  his  expectation  of  being  able  to  re- 
turn 
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turn  two  perfons  as  reprefentatives  of  the 
College,  one  a  boy,  with  whofe  education 
he  had  not  deigned  to  truft  them  ;  and  the 
other,  a  perfon  whofe  very  name  he  had  not 
condefcended  to  impart  to  them.  They 
were  no  lefs  furprifed,  that  he,  who  owed 
all  his  promotions,  nay  almoft  his  exiftence, 
to  government,  mould  omit,  on  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion,  to  recommend  to  their  choice  their 
old  tried  reprefentative,  the  King's  Attorney 
General,  from  whofe  credit,  and  abilities, 
the  College  had  received  the  moft  diftinguifh- 
ed  favours,  and  eflential  fervices:  but  the 
Provoft  had  his  views  in  this  hafty  publica- 
tion of  his  expectations  j  a  regard  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  College  never  entered  his 
mind;  he  was  perfectly  indifferent  to  the 
dreadful  effects  of  an  electioneering  flame, 
lighted  and  blown  up  in  a  learned  leminary, 
fo  long  before  the  time  of  election  :  he  cared 
not  if  the  whole  body  was  confumed,  pro- 
vided he  could  carry  his  point,  and  fecure 
the  emoluments  of  his  place,  the  only  pur* 
pofes  for  which  he  had  folicited  the  promo- 
tion :  he  intended  to  make  ufe  of  the  whole 
exorbitant  power  of  the  Provoftfhip,  to  fe- 
cure the  election  of  his  candidates :  if  he 
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fliould  poftpone  the  declaration  of  his  fehti- 
nients  'till  the  diflblution  of  parliament, 
corruption  would  not  have  time  to  operate ; 
the  terrors  he  intended  to  difplay  could  have 
but  little  weight  with,  the  ruin  he  refolved 
to  bring  but  fmall  effect  on,  the  refractory, 
before  the  election.  The  emoluments  of 
the  College,  natives  places,  exhibitions, 
fcholarfliips,  and  even  premiums,  all  here- 
tofore facred,  according  to  their  primitive 
deftinatiori,  to  the  nurture  of  the  fciences, 
formed  the  magazine,  out  of  which  the  bafe, 
venal,  and  illiterate,  were  to  be  furnifhed, 
and  arrayed,  with  the  perverted  rewards,  and 
ornaments,  of  the  learned  and  ingenious. 

The  whole  ntimber  of  fcholarfhips,  as  I 
have  before  obferved,  amount  to  feventyj 
fourteen  or  fifteen  of  thefe  were  to  be  diftri- 
buted  on  the  examination  for  filling  up  va- 
cant fcholarfliips,  which  was  to  happen  be- 
fore the  election,  and  he  determined  that 
no  perfon  fhould  be  elected  a  fcholar, 
who  would  not  previoufly  promife  to  vote  as 
he  (hould  direct  him  j  he  tampered  with  the 
parents,  friends,  and  connections  of  the 
Candidates,  and  found  perfons  bafe  enough  to 
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enter  into  his  views ;  in  fact  two  only,  out  of 
the  whole  number  elected,  had  the  honefty 
and  fpirit  to  difappoint  him.  Time  was  re- 
quired, as  well  for  the  filling  up  of  this  ma- 
gazine, by  the  effluxion  of  the  terms  pre~ 
fcribed  by  the  ftatutes  for  the  enjoyment  of 
Collegiate  preferments,  by  death,  ceffion,  and 
deprivation,  as  for  the  proper  diftribution 
of  its  contents,  for  the  adlual  purchafing  of 
votes,  and  for  pointing  out  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  College  the  only  path  to  acade- 
mick  benefits  and  honours,  and  thereby  pro- 
curing votes  by  expectation,  as  well  as  by 
actual  enjoyment  of  emolument.  In  ihort, 
the  whole  fyftem  of  Collegiate  rewards  and 
punifhments  was  to  be  turned  into  one  regu- 
lar fyftem  of  corruption  and  oppreffion,  and 
time  was  required  as  well  for  the  operation, 
as  effect.  Hence  fprung  the  early  publica- 
tion of  the  Provoft's  dffigns,  with  refpect 
to  the  election  of  members  of  parliament. 
When  he  had  thus  rung  the  alarm  bell  of  a 
canvafs,  the  refentment  of  the  College  firft 
appeared,  in  an  aflbciation  of  the  fcholars  of 
the  houfe,  encouraged  by  a  few  of  the  junior 
Fellows.  .  They  determined  to  affemble,  and 
nominate  two  candidates,  in  oppofition  to 
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the  one  nominated,  and  the  other  to  be  no- 
minated, by  the  Provoft.  Thefe  gentlemen 
were  convinced,  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to 
sfk  the  ufe  of  either  of  the  College-halls, 
from  the  Provoft,  to  aflemble  in ;  and  ftill 
vainer  to  aflemble  in  one  of  them  without 
his  leave,  as  he  would  immediately  difperfe 
them  :  not  one  of  their  chambers  was  large 
enough  to  contain  their  aflembly,  with 
convenience;  and  there  is  a  claufe  in 
the  eleventh  chapter  of  the  ftatutes,  forbid- 
ding their  aflembling  in  the  College  Courts; 
which,  tho'  it  was  inferted  merely  to  prevent 
idlenefs  and  riot  in  the  College,  yet  they  all 
knew  the  Provoft  would  make  ufe  of  to. 
diffolve  their  aflembly,  if  they  Ihould  at- 
tempt, or  if  it  had  been  practicable,  to  hold 
it  in  the  courts,  or  in  any  part  of  the  Col- 
lege :  they  therefore  determined  to  meet  at 
the  principal  tavern  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
where  they  might  have  the  advantage  of  a 
large  room  to  debate  in,  and  where  the  Pro- 
voft had  no  ftatutable  right  to  interrupt 
them:  and  in  purfuance  of  this  defign,  on 
the  ninth  day  of  November,  1774,  a  notice 
was  affixed  to  the  great  gate  of  the  hall,  in 
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the  following  words:  "  The  electors  of  the 
*«  College  are  requefted  to  meet  this  day,  at 
cc  two  o'clock,  at  Ryan's,  in  FownesVftreet, 
"  to  confider  of  proper  perfons  to  be  put  in 
"  nomination,  as  candidates  for  the  Univer- 
"  fity."  This  was  done,  not  fo  much  with 
a  view  of  informing  the  electors  of  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting,  which  were  fufficiently 
known,  without  the  notice,  as  to  let  every 
one  fee  the  purpofe  of  their  meeting,  and  to 
obviate  any  artful  mif-conftruftion  of  it, 
which  the  Provoft  might  invent,  to  colour 
any  attempt  of  his  to  difperfe  them :  having 
taken  this  precaution,  about  forty  of  them 
affembled  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned 
in  the  notice. 

The  Provoft,  who  had  intelligence  of 
their  intended  meeting  on  the  preceding  day, 
tho'  he  conftantly  attends  the  courts  as  a  Bar- 
rifter,  from  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning 
'till  three  in  the  evening,  in  Term  time,  and 
during  the  Chancery  fittings,  left  them,  on 
the  day  of  the  meeting,  before  two  o'clock; 
hurried  to  the  College,  fent  for  the  fenior 
and  junior  Deans,  both  Clergymen  and  Fel- 
lows, and  ordered  them  immediately  to  go 
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to  Ryan's  tavern,  and  command  the  fcholars 
of  the  houfe,  which  they  would  find  aflem^ 
bled  there,  inflantly  to  difperfe.  The  Deans 
went  and  celivered  the  Provoft's  orders;  the 
fcholars  refufed  to  obey  j  of  which  they  im- 
mediately informed  him  :  his  turbulence  and 
indecent  behaviour  on  this  occafion,  can 
hardly  be  defcribed  ;  he  ordered  the  Deans 
inftantly  to  return  and  command  them  to 
difperfe,  with  the  denunciation  of  the  fe- 
vered penalties  to  the  difobedient :  he  in- 
fulted  and  menaced  the  junior  Dean,  who  at 
that  time  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Richardfon,  (a 
gentleman  whom  he  fuppofed  not  to  have 
his  intereft  much  at  heart)  and  behaved,  in 
general,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ftrongly  mark- 
ed his  perturbation :  the  Deans,  however, 
returned  to  the  affembly,  which,  on  their 
fecond  appearance,  quietly  difperfed.  On 
the  next  day,  he  caufed  a  board  to  meet  j 
fummoned  a  great  number  of  the  aflbciating 
fcholars  to  appear  before  it ;  made  feveral 
moft  tedious  harangues,  and  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  the  board  to  agree  to  the  inflidti- 
on  of  fome  academick  punifhment  on  two 
or  three  of  the  chiefs  of  the  affociation  ; 
but  finding  the  majority  averfe  from  the 
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inflidion  of  any  punifhment,  his  refentment 
was  at  laft  obliged  to  abate  of  its  expectati- 
ons,  and  juftly  fearing  that  all  his  buftle  and 
fury  in  this  affair  would  be  turned  into  ridi- 
cule,  if  it  fhould  be  found  that  the  menac- 
ing ebullitions  of  his  rage,  in  the  firft  pa- 
roxyfm  of  it,    were  utterly  impotent,   he  at 
length  propofed,  and   even   entreated,    that 
the  board  would  agree  to  pafs  fome  cenfure 
on  the  meeting.     The  majority,  well  know- 
ing that  any  cenfure,  they   fhould  pafs  on 
the   meeting,    would  by    no   means    injure 
any  of  the  aflbciators,  willing,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,   by  a  trifling  compliance,    to  indulge 
the  vanity  of  the  man,  to  keep  him  if  poffi- 
ble  in  temper,  as  nurfes  adt  to  froward  chil- 
dren, and  contented  to  liften  to  the  buzzing 
of  the  wafp,    when  they  had  extraded  the 
fting,   agreed  that  the  fcholars  ihould  be  re- 
primanded for  their  meeting,    in  a  form  pre- 
pared by  the  Provoft,    under   the  correction 
of  the  board ;   which  he  pronounced  in  the 
Board  Room,  to  jthe  aflbciates,  with  his  ufu- 
al  folemnity.       Thus  the  cataftrophe  of  this 
mighty  bufmefs  was  a  farce,  and,  to  heighten 
the  humour  of  it,    the  affociators,   during 
their  attendance  on  the  board,  in  a  parlour 

of 
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of  the  Provoft's  houfe,  adjoining  the  room  in 
which  the  board  was  fitting,  elected  a  chair- 
man, propofed,  nominated,  and  agreed  to  fup- 
port  two  candidates  on  the  enfuing  election, 
and  all  this  they  had  full  time  to  perform, 
whilft  the  Provoft  was  difplaying  his  never- 
ending  oratory  to  the  jaded,  worn-out 
board  :  thus  executing,  at  a  meeting  fum- 
moned  by  the  Provoft  himfelf,  the  very  thing 
which  all  his  endeavours  were  levelled  at 
preventing.  This  unftatutable,  illegal,  and 
arbitrary  conduct  of  the  Provoft,  was  imme- 
diately echoed  thro'  the  city  of  Dublin,  and 
from  thence  thro'  the  nation.  The  electors 
of  the  whole  kingdom  exprefled  their  indig- 
nation at  the  audacity  of  a  man,  who  had 
thus  prefumed  to  violate  the  moft  facred, 
unalterable  rights  of  electors,  in  manifeft 
contempt  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  and, 
without  having  even  the  local  ftatutes  of  the 
particular  corporation,  whofe  rights  he  had 
invaded,  to  colour,  much  lefs  to  juftify,  his 
invafion.  This  conduct,  fo  far  from  promo- 
ting his  electioneering  intereft,  ferved  only 
further  to  exafperate  the  electors  of  the  Col- 
lege againft  him,  and  cement  their  union. 
Senfible  at  length  of  the  illegality,  as  well  as 
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imprudence  of  the  ftep  he  had  taken,  he  en- 
deavoured, in  fome  meafure,  to  retrieve  his 
miftake  j   and,  on  the  28th  day  of  Novem- 
ber,   1774*  a  letter,  addrefled  to  the  pub- 
lick,   figned  Moderator,  appeared  in  the  Hi- 
bernian   Journal,   one  of  the  daily  papers, 
in  vindication  of  his  proceedings  on  the  occa- 
fion.     It  is   univerfally   believed,    has  been 
publickly  aflerted,  and  never  was  denied  by 
the   Provoft,  or  any  of  his  partifans,   that 
the  letter  was  written  by  himfelf,   and  for 
falfehood    and     mifreprefentation   it    never 
had   its   fellow.       The  fubftance  of  it  is, 
(hortly,   as  follows  j    the  writer  aflerts,  that 
the  head-porter  of  the  College,    about  two 
o'Clock,   on  the  igth  of  November,  brought 
the    Provoft   the  notice    before-mentioned, 
which  he  found  ported  on  the  great  gate  of 
the  chapel  :  that  the  Provoft,    not  entering 
into  the  occafion  of  this  meeting,  but  confi- 
deringthe  porting  of  a  notice  in  the  College, 
for  the  aflembling  of  the  fcholars  at  a  tavern, 
as    a    dangerous    innovation,    deftrudtive   to 
peace  and  difcipline,    ordered   the  aflembly 
to  be  difperfed  in  the  manner  herein  before- 
mentioned  j    that  on   the  next  day  he  con- 
fulted  the  Senior  Fellows,  and  recommended 

to 
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to  them  the  moft  gentle  mode  of  proceeding; 
who  agreed,  that  the  fcholars  fhould  be  re- 
primanded :  that  there  has  been  no  exam- 
ple of  fuch  a  meeting,  when  there  was  no 
,  vacancy,  either  in  this  or  any  other  College  : 
that  it  was  a  great  inftance  of  the  Provoft 's 
lenity  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  confiderati- 
on  of  the  board  ;  he  having  a  power  to  de- 
termine himfelf,  in  all  matters  relating  to 
difcipline,  which  are  not  precifely  provided 
for  by  the  ftatutes  j  and  the  writer,  through- 
out, makes  it  his  chief  buiinefs,  to  excul- 
pate the  Provoft  from  having,  and  actually 
aflerts  that  he  had  not,  any  electioneering 
views  in  the  tranfadion.  The  Provoft,  cer- 
tainly, when  ihe  publiflied  this  letter,  ima- 
gined that  neither  of  the  Deans,  nor  any 
member  of  the  board,  would  publifh  the 
truth  of  the  tranfadtion  j  but  in  this  he  was 
miferably  deceived ;  for,  very  fliortly  after 
its  publication,  an  anfwer  to  it,  figned  Verax, 
appeared  in  the  fame  Journal,  which  effedtu- 
ally  undeceived  the  publick,  and  to  this  he. 
never  thought  fit  to  reply.  I  was  a  member 
of  the  board,  fumrnoned  on  this  occafion, 
and  very  well  remember  the  circumftances 
which  then  happened.  He  firft  informed  us, 
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that  he  had  received  intelligence  of  an  in- 
tended meeting  of  the  fcholars,  on  the  8th 
of  November,  the  day  before  it  was  to  be 
held ;  and  alfo,  that  a  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting  would  be  ported  in  the 
College  on  the  9th  ;  that  he  had  given  or- 
ders to  the  head  porter  to  watch  for  fuch 
a  notice,  to  take  it  down,  and  bring  it  to  him ; 
and  that  he  had  determined  to  leave  the 
courts  early  on  t  the  gth,  to  difperfe  the 
meeting.  Now,  with  refpedt  to  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  Moderator  is  not  only  filent, 
but  infinuates  the  contrary;  for  he  would 
have  us  believe,  that  the  firft  intelligence, 
which  the  Provoft  received  of  the  meeting, 
was  from  the  head  porter,  when  he,  as  it 
were  officially,  brought  him  the  notice  at 
two  o'clock  on  the  gth.  To  excufe  the  Pro- 
voft's  arbitrary  behaviour  in  difperling  the 
affembly,  the  only  thing  he  offers  is, 
that  the  porting  of  a  notice,  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  fcholars  at  a  tavern,  was  an 
innovation  fubverfive  of  the  College  dif- 
cipline.  But  every  perlbn,  who  knows  the 
College  for  any  length  of  time,  can  teftify, 
that  the  porting  of  a  notice  in  the  College,  for 
a  meeting  of  the  fcholats  at  a  tavern,  to  con- 
fider  of  the  nomination  of  proper  reprefen- 
H  tatives, 
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tatives,  is  no  innovation  :  it  was  done  twice 
before  in  my  own  memory,  during  the  Pro- 
voftfhip  of  the  immediate  predeceflbr  of  Mr. 
Hutchinfon ;   it  is   a  right  inherent  in   the 
electors  to  meet,    on  fuch  occafions,   when 
and  where  they  think  proper  j    the  laws  of 
the  land  and  conftitution  give   it  to  them  : 
the  ftatutes  of  the  College  do  not,  nor  could 
they,  take  away  this  right  from  the  eledlors 
of  the  College.      As  for  the  flimfy  pretence, 
that  the  meeting  of  this  afiembly,  in  a  ta- 
vern,   was  fubverfive  of  difcipline,  it  hardly 
deferves  an  anfwer  :   the  meeting  was  before 
dinner,    when    no  intemperance  was  to  be 
feared  j    the  ftatutes  of  the  College  do  not 
prohibit  the  Scholars 'from  going  to  a  tavern, 
on  fuch   a  folemn  occafion,    but  only  their 
*  frequenting    taverns  :  the    Provoft    well 
knew  the  bufinefs  they  were  upon  ;    the  ve- 
ry  notice    proclaimed  it  ;   it  was  a  lawful 
and  a  laudable  bufinefs  :    but,  fays  Modera- 
tor,  there  has    been  no  inftance  of  fuch  a 
meeting  of  the  electors  of  the  College,    be- 
fore a  vacancy  j   in  anfwer  to   this,   it  was 
alleged,   that  no  Provoft,    before  Mr.  Hut- 
chinfon,   had  rendered  fuch  a  meeting  ne- 
ceflary,     before   a    vacancy  :    he   began    a 

canvafs, 

*  See  the  College  Statutes,  chap.  1 1 . 
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canvafs,   a  year  and  a  half  before  a  vacancy; 
with  the  views  before- mentioned,    and   he 
wifhed   that  his    adverfaries    had    remained 
quiet,  until  he  had,    by  every  unlawful  me- 
thod,  which  could   be  devifed,  fecured  the 
election  of  his  candidates,    and   rivetted    the 
chains  of  the  college.     The  other  inftance 
of  his  lenity,   the  referring    the  matter  to 
the  confideration  qf  the   board,   is  built  on 
an  aflertion,    as  falfe  as  any  part  of  the  let- 
ter ;    to  wit,   that  the  Provoft  may,    in    all 
things  refpe&ing    difcipline,    not   exprefsly 
provided  for  by  the  ftatutes,  either  determine 
himfelf,    or   refer    to   the    board  :    for    the 
fourth  chapter  of  the  ftatutes  exprefsly  pro- 
vides,   "  That  the  f even  Senior  Fellows  Jh  all 
"  be,    as  it  were,    the  Provojfs  afjejjors,   and 
"  that    he    fhall    tranfaEl    all   the  greater 
'*  affairs   of  the  College,  whether  they  refpeff 
"  morals,   learning ,    or  ceconomy,   by  their  ad- 
«  vice  or  ajjlftance  :"  the  claufe  in  the  fecond 
chapter  of  the  ftatutes,  from  which  Modera* 
tor  feems   to  have  deduced    this    falfe  pofi- 
tion,    no   way  warranting  fuch  an  inference. 
I  hope  I  need  not  fay  more  to  convince  the 
reader,    that  the  Provoft  had  no  other   than 
electioneering  views  in  his  difperfing  the  af- 
fembly,     in     the    arbitrary,    unwarrantable 
H  2  manner 


manner  he  did  :  and  that  all  Moderator's  af- 
fertions,  to  the  contrary,  are  impudent 
falfehoods  :  and  I  have  been  thus  particular, 
and  prolix,  in  expofing  the  falfehoods  con- 
tained in  this  firft  publication,  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Hutchinfon,  to  give  the  reader  fome  idea 
of  the  (hameful  lengths,  in  untruth  and  mif- 
reprefentation,  forne  perfons  are  capable  of 
going  to,  to  ferve  a  turn,  even  when  they 
are  liable  to  immediate  detedion. 

The  Provoft,  finding  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
this,  his  firft,  attack,  on  the  independency 
of  the  College,  that  he  would  meet  with 
more  difficulty,  than  his  vanity  and  folly  had 
before  fuffered  him  to  expeft,  in  impofing 
two  of  his  creatures  on  the  College,  for  re- 
prefentative's,  fet  all  the  engines  to  work, 
which  the  power  of  the  Provoftfhip  had  gi- 
ven him  the  command  of,  with  wonderful 
affiduity,  and  without  any  regard  whatfoever 
to  any  confideration,  inconfiftent  with  his 
electioneering  intereft.  He  met,  indeed, 
with  a  little  interruption  from  one  circum- 

* 

(lance,  which,  as  it  brought  infinite  fcandal 
and  damage  on  the  College,  and  is  very  ex- 
preffive  of  the  man's  temper  and  difpofition, 
I  {hall  here  relate,  before  I  proceed  further 

with 
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with  the  detail  of  his  operations  in  the  Col- 
lege.    His    promotion   to  the   ProvoftChip, 
fo  exceffively  injurious  to  the  fociety,   and 
to  the  whole  nation,  had  given  great  offence 
to  the  kingdom  in  general,   but  was  particu- 
larly galling  to  the  members  of  the  College  : 
his  infolence,  turbulence,  and  pride,   did  not 
imprefs  them  with  very  favourable  ideas  of 
him  ;   and  his  arbitrary,  unwarrantable  con- 
duct, with  refpect  to  the  aflbciating  fcholars, 
caufed  thefe  ill  humours  to  burft  forth  :  dread 
of  the  formidable  power  "of  the  Provoftfhip 
had  before  fmothered  them,  but  now  refent- 
ment,   fetting  caution    at    defiance,    fanned 
them  to   a   blaze;   the  publick  prints  teem- 
ed with    invedtives,    pafquinades,     and    ac- 
counts of  his  ignorance  and  brutality.     This 
difaffedtion  of   the   fcholars    excited  fcveral 
gentlemen  to  take   advantage  of  it,   and  to 
offer  themfelves  candidates  for  the  honour  of 
reprefenting  the  College  in  parliament,   on 
the  expected  election  ;  amongft  thefe  was  one 
Mr.  Doyle,    who  publifhed  his  preteniions 
in  a  printed  hand-bill,  addrefled  to  the  elec- 
tors of  the  College  :    this  addrefs  was  fhort, 
and  feemed  to  be  written  in    a  great  hurry, 
as  it  was  but  indifferently  penned  j  it  contain- 
ed  no    abufe  of  the  Provoft,   and  could  do 

him 


him  no  mifchief,    the  writer's  intereft  in  the 
College  being  very  feeble  :  but  the  wrath 
of  a  fool  is  foon  kindled  ;  it  touched  a  fore 
part ;   the  very  idea  of  an  oppofition,    on  an 
election,  fet  the  Provoft  in  a  flame,   tho"  he 
was   incapable  of  judging,  whether  the  ad- 
drefs   was   well   or  ill  penned  ;    whether  it 
could  injure  him  or  not ;   yet  it  was  a  pub- 
lick  avowal  of  a  man's  intention  to  oppofe 
his  intereft  in  the  College  on  an  election,  and 
this,    to  him,  was  a  deadly  affront.— In  the 
firft   emotions   of  his    rage,    he  had    fome 
thoughts  of  challenging  Mr.  Doyle  to  (ingle 
combat;  thefe  were  immediately  ftifled  by 
certain  prudent  apprehenfions,  concerning  his 
perfonal  fafety  :    be  found  himfelf  in  pretty 
much  the  fame   fituation    with  Cacofogo    in 
the  play,  when  he  exclaims,    "  Now,  were  I 
valiant,,   wou'd   I  flay   him  :   he  took  fome 
time  to  inquire  into  the  character  and  fitua- 
tion of  Mr.  Doyle,  and  happily  found  that 
he  had  been  for  fome  time  confined   to  his 
room,   and  often  to  his  bed,  by  a  violent 
diforder,  which   almpft  deprived  him  of  the 
ufe  of  both  his  eyes  and  limbs  :  this  account 
of   Mr.  Doyle's  iituation  renewed  his  ardour 
for  battle  ;    but  ftill  he  judged  it  the  moft 
prudent   way  to   fight  by  proxy,    probably 

thinking 


thinking  his  fkill  in  law  might  be  queftioned, 
if  he  fought  in  perfon,  when  every  lawyer 
knew  that   the  parties,    in  a  writ  of  right, 
may  fight  by  champions ;    or,   perhaps,   be- 
ing  as   circumfpeft   as    Falftaff,    who    was 
afraid  that  the  dead  man  might  be  a  counter- 
feit as  well  as  himfelf,  and  the  better  coun- 
terfeit of  the  two ;  for  thefe  reafons,  or  fome 
others  equally  powerful,  he  declined  chal- 
lenging Mr.    Doyle    himfelf,    and  refigned 
that  province  to  his  fon,  the  candidate  for  the 
College ;    and  Mr.  Doyle,  being  unable  to 
ftand  without  a  crutch,   or  fee  at  two  yards 
diftance,  as  the  Provoft  very  well  knew,  was 
obliged  to   decline  the  combat,  until  fuch 
time  as  he  fhould  fo  far  recover  the  ufe  of 
his  legs  and  eyes,   as  to  be  able  to  ftand  and 
fee.     Whilft  this  affair  of  honour,   between 
Mr.  Doyle  and  his  fonx  lay  over,  one  of  the 
parties    having   been    bound    to   keep    the 
peace,  and  the  performance  of  the  duel  being 
thus  adjourned  to  another  day  and  kingdom, 
the  Provoft  became  a  little   too  free  in  his 
difcourfe  refpe&ing  Mr.  Doyle,   and  declar- 
ed in  many  companies  that  he  would  chaf- 
rife  him,  when  his  fon  had  done  with  him, 
if  he  furvived  the  dreadful  encounter;  think- 
ing there  was  but  little  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended 
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hended  from  a  man  who  had  already  a  quar- 
rel on  his  hands,  which  bodily  infirmity 
prevented  him  from  terminating.  Mr.  Doyle, 
beginning  to  recover,  tho'  flowly,  and  be- 
ing informed  of  thefe  vaunts,  fent  a  gentle- 
man one  morning  to  the  Provoft,  to  let  him 
know  that  he  was  fo  far  recovered,  as 
to  be  able  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  at- 
tempting the  execution  of  his  menaces,  at 
a  certain  hour  and  place.  This  meffage  fome- 
what  difconcerted  the  Provoft  :  all  the  re- 
putation in  arms  he  pf etended  to,lay  at  ftake; 
he  could  not,  confiftently  with  the  chara&er 
of  a  modern  man  of  honour,  which  he  had 
affumed,  reject  the  propofal ;  porting  flared 
him  in  the  face  -,  he  agreed,  at  length,  to  meet 
his  antagonift,  determined  to  take  a  peace- 
officer  with  him,  as  a  fecond  j  but  procur- 
ing certain  intelligence,  before  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  the  meeting,  that  Mr.  Doyle 
was  yet  fo  feeble  as  to  be  fcarce  able  to  ftand 
without  afliftance,  and  that  his  eye-fight 
was  fo  weak  as  to  prevent  his  feeing  at  the 
diftance  of  ten  yards,  he  rallied  his  fcattered 
fpirits,  and  took  the  refolution  of  meeting, 
without  fraud  or  guile,  his  lame  and  blind 
antagonift.  They  met,  fired  a  piftol  each, 
and  made  up  the  matter  without  blood;  Mr, 
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Doyle  being  fo  infirm,  that  he  could  not 
venture  to  fland  on  the  grafs,  in  the  field  of 
battle,  for  fear  of  cold,  but  was  obliged  to 
take  his  port  on  a  gentleman's  coat,  fpread 
out  for  the  purpofe.  Any  reafonable  perfoa 
would  imagine,  if  a  man  in  the  Provoft's 
flation  was  unfortunate  enough,  through 
folly  and  paffion,  to  illaqueate  himfelf  in  a 
duel,  and  had  acquitted  himfelf  in  it  with 
fpirit  and  honour,  that  decency,  prudence, 
and  even  attachment  to  his  own  intereft, 
would  induce  him  to  endeavour,  as  much 
aspoffible,  to  keep  it  a  profound  fecret:  but 
to  the  arguments  of  prudence  and  decency 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  never  liftened,  nor  was  he 
qualified  to  underftand  their  force  :  and  he 
was  fo  far  from  thinking  the  chara&er  of  a 
duellift  injurious  to  his  intereft,  that  the  -j- 
acquifition  of  it  was  the  very  fummit  of  his 

ambition, 

f  He  has  confirmed  the  juftice  of  this  remark,  by  feveral 
inftances  of  his  conduct,  fince  his  affair  with  Mr.  Doyle;  he 
publickly  read  to  moft  of  the  Fellows  of  the  College,  with 
the  higheft  marks  of  triumph  and  fatisfa&ion,  a  letter  which 
he  had  received  from  a  gentleman,  giving  an  account  of  his 
fon's  behaviour,  in  a  duel  with  Mr.  Doyle,  ftyling  him  his 
gallant  fon ;  this  fon  was,  at  the  fame  time,  a  member  of  the 
College,  and  liable  to  expullon  for  fighting  a  duel,  by  the 
College  ftatutes.  The  gentlemen,  to  whom  he  read  the  letter, 
were  the  Governors  ot  the  College,  and  Clergymen.  An  in- 
formation 
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ambtion,  the  only  method  in  his  opinion  of 
eftabliihing  his  throne  in  the  College.  His 
petulance  had  before  hurried  him  into 
feme  quarrels,  out  of  which  he  had  made 
but  a  fcurvy  retreat  :  tho'  one  of  his  former 
antagonifts  had  been  a  cripple.*  He  thought 
Mr.  Doyle's  fituation  gave  him  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  retrieving  his  reputation  in  arms, 
and  that  his  adverfaries  would  hereafter  dread 
the  refentment  of  an  hero,  fo  renowned 
in  war.  A  pompous  account  of  this  holiday 
duel  was  immediately  publifhed  in  moft  of 
the  News-papers  in  England  and  Ireland, 
and  the  magnanimity  of  the  Provoft,  on  the 
occafion,  extolled  to  the  fkies.  The  glory 
of  Wolfe  was  not  celebrated  in  more  exalted 
ftrains  ;  and,  to  heighten  the  abfurdity  of 

this 

formation  has  been  granted  againft  the  Provoft  himfelf  lately, 
by  ihe  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Judges  of  the  King's  Bench, 
for  challenging  the  Attorney-General,  a  gentleman  between 
70  and  80  years  old,  in  the  hall  of  the  courts.  This  chal- 
lenge to  the  Attorney-General  has  demonftrated  his  puflllani- 
mity  to  the  world ;  for  he  challenged  this  old  gentleman,  well 
knowing  that  his  age,  ftation  and  dignity,  precluded  even  the 
poflibility  of  a  duel  j  and  challenged  him  too,  without  any 
provocation,  and  merely  to  glofs  over  his  own  want  of  fpirii, 
in  declining  a  combat  with  a  gentleman,  fully  his  equal, 
whom  he  had  ill-treated,  and  who  had  publickly  chaftifed 
hin>  for  it. 

*  The  hie  Dr.  Lucas. 
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this  proceeding,  it  was  manifeft  to  every  one 
acquainted   with    the  Provoft's    manner    of 
writing  (which  his   frequent    publications, 
about   this  time,    made  fufficiently  known) 
that  he  himfelf  had  drawn  up  this  account. 
This  behaviour  was  attended  with  very  mif- 
chievous  effedts  to  the  College.     Our  na- 
tion is,    perhaps  too  juftly,  reproached  with 
a  propenfity  to  duelling,   ariiing  either  from 
natural  warmth  of   temper,  or  an  erroneous 
education,    or    both.     Our  Englifh   neigh- 
bours are  confefledly  as  brave  a  nation  as  any 
in  Europe,  and  yet  are  not  near  fo  much  ad- 
dided   to  this  murderous  vice  :   What  then 
muft  be  the  opinion  of  every  fober  man  in  the 
kingdom,    of  this  condudt  of  the  Provoft  ? 
he  is  placed  at  the  head  of  a  feminary,  infti- 
tuted  for  the  education  of  all  the  youth  in 
the  kingdom,    defigned   for  learned    profef- 
fions,    but    chiefly  for    the    fervice   of  the 
church;   the  youthful  fire  of  his  pupils  can 
hardly   be  confined,    within    proper  limits, 
by  the  fleady  condudt  of  wife  and  good  men, 
with  the  powerful  affiftance  of  moft  rigor- 
ous ftatutes  :    what  then  muft  be  the  dread- 
ful confequences  of  this  fire,  not  only  fuffered 
to  rage  uncontroled,    but  even  blown  up  and 
(applied  with  combuftjbles,  by  the  veryper- 

fon, 


ion,  whole  duty  it  is  to  exert  all  his  endea- 
vours for  its  extinction  ?  unhappy  Ireland  !. 
whofe  infant  children  are  thus,  as  it  were, 
educated  to  mutual  flaughter,  their  native 
vices  carefully  cherifhed  to  malignant  matu- 
rity !  unhappy  church  !  whofe  growing  fons 
are  nurtured  in  the  principles  of  revenge  and 
murder  !  and  exemplarily  taught  to  deride 
the  peaceful  precepts  of  their  meek  redeemer. 
Will  fuch  inftitutions  produce  painful  minif- 
ters  of  the  gofpel,  who  by  their  preaching 
will  perfuade,  by  their  examples  excite  men 
to  the  exercife  of  all  the  chriftian  virtues  ? 
Will  men,  thus  educated,  praclife  the  pa- 
tience, forbearance  and  humility,  enjoined  to 
his  difciples,  by  our  blefled  Saviour,  when 
he  orders  them,  if  fmitten  on  one  cheek,  to 
turn  the  other  alfo  ?  Alas  !  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected ;  human  paffions  are  too  powerful  to  be 
fubdued,  when  not  only  fuffered  to  grow 
unmolefted  in  the  youthful  breaft,  but  when 
their  growth  is  encouraged  by  the  example 
of  our  mafters  and  teachers  :  they  are  then 
ftrengthened  and  confirmed  by  authority  and 
habit,  and  become,  as  it  were,  a  part  of  our 
nature.  This  wicked  conduct,  in  the  head 
of  a  learned  Seminary,  would  not  be  endured 
even  in  the  mafter  of  the  military  fchool  of 
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cadets  at  Greenwich  ;  the  very  commanders 
of  armies  difcountenance  the  practice  of  duel- 
ling amongft  their  officers  ;  how  deteftable 
then  is  the  condud:  of  this  man,  who  has 
thus  poifoned,  by  his  pernicious  example,  the 
very  fountain,  which  hitherto  diffufed  the 
healing  waters  of  eternal  life  throughout  the 
nation  !  the  effefts  are  already  vifible  ;  fcarce 
a  week  pafles,  without  a  duel  between  fome 
of  the  ftudents ;  fome  of  them  have  been  flain'; 
others  maimed  ;  the  College-park  is  publick- 
ly  made  the  place  for  learning  the  exercife  of 
the  piftol ;  Ihooting  at  marks,  by  thegownf- 
men,  is  every  day's  practice  ;  the  very  cham- 
bers of  the  College  frequently  refound  with 
the  explofions  of  piftols  ;  the  Provoft  has  in- 
troduced a  fencing-mafter  into  the  College, 
and  affigned  him  the  Convocation,  or  Senate- 
houfeofthe  Univerfity,  for  afchool,  to  teach 
the  gownfmen  the  ufe  of  the  fword  ;  tho' 
the  ufe  of  fwords  is  ftridtiy  forbidden  in  the 
College,  by  the  ftatutes,  and  tho'  fuch  ftu- 
dents, as  chufe  to  learn  the  art  of  fencing, 
may  readily  procure  inftru<flion  in  the  city. 
A  ftudent  complained  to  the  board  that  he 
had  been  challenged  by  another  govvnfmaa 
to  fight  with  piftols  ;  the  Provoft  would  not 
fuffer  the  board  to  take  any  cognizance  of 

the 


the  affair  ;  the  perfon  complained  of,  be- 
ing then  one  of  the  gang,  he  has  openly  muf- 
tered  in  the  College,  for  the  purpofes  I  (hall 
hereafter  relate,  and  perhaps  he  alfo  thought 
that  clergymen  were  not  proper  judges  of  the 
point  of  honour  :  ibthat  this  condudl  has  con- 
vinced the  ftudents,  as  much  as  if  he  had  pub- 
lickly  proclaimed  it,  that  fwords,  or  piftols, 
are  the  only  arbiters  of  their  difputes,  which 
he  approves  of,  or  which  he  will  permit; 
and  the  College  is  likely  to  become  a  fcene 
of  general  carnage  and  confufion. 

After  this  attack,  on  the  affociating  fcho- 
]ars  before-mentioned,  he  became  indefati- 
gable in  exerting  all  the  means,  right  and 
wrong,  which  he  could  procure  or  devifefor 
the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  eledion  of  his 
candidates.  Two  powers  are  verted  in  the 
Provoft,  by  the  ftatutes,  which  he  made  a 
very  bad  ufe  of,  and  rendered  very  fervice- 
able  to  his  defign  ;  the  one,  the  power  of 
granting  leave  of  abfence  from  the  College 
to  the  Fellows  and  Scholars,  j  the  other, 
that  of  interfering,  in  a  limited  manner,  in  the 
diftribution  of  chambers,  which,  by  various 
arts,  as  I  lhall  hereafter  fhew,  he  fwelled  in- 
to an  unlimited  power  of  difpofing  of  them, 
lo  fuch  perfons  as  he  thought  proper.  By 

the 


the  twenty-fecond  chapter  of  the  ftatutes,  it 
is  provided,  <c  That  each  of  the  Fellows  and 
"  Scholars,  when  they  have  any  neceffary 
t€  caufe  of  abfenting  themfelves,  ihall  afk 
"  the  Provoft,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  Vice- 
"  Provoft,  leave  of  abfence,  and  fhall  write 
5*  his  name,  and  the  day  on  which  he  leaves 
"  the  College,  in  a  regifter,  to  be  kept  by 
"  the  Provoft,or,  in  his  abfence,  by  the  Vice- 
"  Provoft,  and  (hall  alfo  write  the  day  of  his 
«<  return  in  the  fame  regifter,  on  the  very 
"  day  of  his  return,  or  the  day  after  :  and 
"  that  if  any  of  the  Fellows,  or  Scholars, 
"  (hould,  either  thro*  negligence,  or  on  pur- 
««  pofe,  omit  the  performance  of  thefe  re- 
"  quifites,  he  (hould,  for  the  firft  omiffion, 
"  be  mul&ed  one  week's  commons ;  for  the 
"  fecond  omiffion,  two  week's  commons;  for 
"  the  third,  three  ;  and  for  the  fourth  omif- 
"  fion,  be  puniflied,  according  to  the  dif- 
**  cretion  of  the  Provoft,  and  the  majority 
*'  of  the  fenior  Fellows."  It  is,  by  the  fame 
chapter,  further  provided,  "  That  every 
."  Fellow  (hall  be  allowed  fixty- three  days 
"  of  abfence,  in  a  year  ;  and  every  Scholar 
"  thirty-two;  to  be  computed  from  Trinity 
«'  Sunday  annually  :  and  that  if  they  do  not 
"  return  within  thefe  times  refpedtively,  they 
"  (hall  be  expelled,  unlefs  they  obtain  leave 

"  of 


(       "2       ) 

•<c  of  longer  abfence  from  the  Provoft  (or, 
"  in  his  abfence,  from  the  Vice- Provoft) 
"  and  the  majority  of  the  Board,  for  forne 
4t  fufficient  reafon,  which  reafon  (if  leave  has 
"  been  obtained  in  the  Provoft's  abfence) 
"  is  to  be  approved  of  by  him,  when  he  re- 
cc  turns  to  the  College."  This  ftatute,  the 
reader  muft  obferve,  is  very  ftrict,  and  penal, 
and  tho'  it  is  not  part  of  my  prefent  buiinefs 
to  inquire,  whether  fuch  rigour  was  neceffa- 
ry,  or  not,  at  the  time  of  penning  the  fta- 
tutes,  yet  it  may  not  be  entirely  ufelefs  to 
obferve,  that  conftant  refidence  in  the  Col- 
lege might  have  then  been  more  neceffary, 
than  at  prefent ;  for  the  great  object-  of  the 
inftitution,  as  I  often  before  obferved,  was 
to  wean  the  natives  of  Ireland  from  the  er- 
rors of  Popery,  to  which  they  were  wedded 
with  extraordinary,  and  almoft  univerfal  at- 
tachment, both  at  the  time  of  the  founda- 
tion of  this  College,  and  of  the  penning 
the  new  flatutes  :  it  was  therefore  a  wife  pro- 
viiion,  that  the  Students,  (numbers  of  whom, 
at  that  time,  were  either  defcended  from 
Popifli  parents,  or  had  near  relations  of  that 
perfuafion)  (hould  have  as  little  intercourfe  as 
poffible  with  them,  until  they  had  been  fuf- 
ficiently  confirmed  in  the  principles  of  the 
true  Protefiant  faith,  by  a  long  refidence  and 
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ftudy  in  the  college.  The  neceffity  of  a 
conftant  refidence  of  the  fchoJars  induced 
a  neceffity  that  the  Fellows  alfo,  or,  at  leaftjf 
aconfiderablenpmberof  them,  iliould  be  con- 
ftantly  refident.  But  the  times  are  now  great- 
ly changed  :  knowledge  is  now  diffufed  al-^ 
moft  univerfally  j  many  of  the  moft  pernici- 
ous fuperftitions  of  Popery  are  now  repudi- 
ated by  the  Very  followers  of  that  fedl :  thd 
true  light  of  thegofpel  has  (hot  its  rays  into 
the  obfcureft  corners  of  this  kingdom :  a 
great  majority  of  the  ftudents  are^  and  have 
been^  for  at  leaft  half  a  century  part,  of  old 
Proteftant  families :  hence  conftant  refidence* 
either  of  the  Fellows  or  Scholars,  in  the  Col- 
lege, throughout  the  year,  is  not  now  fo 
neceflary  as  heretofore  5  nay,  fuch  refidence 
would  be  even  pernicious,  as  well  to  the 
health  as  morals  of  the  {Indents,  on  account 
of  the  furprizing  increafe  of  the  city  of  Dub~ 
lin,  which  j  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft* 
had  not  arrived  to  the  tenth  part  of  its  pre- 
ferit  magnitude.  The  College,  which  was 
then  fituated  near  half  a  mile  from  the  city, 
and  furrounded  by  parks  and  gardens,  is  now 
enclofed  within  it :  the  vices  of  great 
cities  inereafe  with  their  bulk*  and  as  the 
1  College 


College  terms,  .when  the  ftudents  are  in- 
flrudted  by  the  publick  profeflbrs,  and  their 
tutors,  do  not  laft  above  fix  months  in  the 
year,  the  Fellows  and  Scholars,  if  obliged, 
during  vacations,  to  keep  conftant  refidence, 
Vtfould  be  greatly  injured.  Vacations  would 
furnifh  the  fcholars  with  opportunities  of  in- 
dulging their  youthful  propensity  to  pleafure, 
amidft  the  diffipation  of  a  metropolis,  to  the 
ruin  of  their  health  and  morals;  and  the 
health  of  both  Fellows  and  Scholars  would 
be  impaired,  by  breathing  conftantly  the 
corrupted  -j-  air  of  a  great  city.  For  thefe 
reafons  the  rigour  of  this  ftatute  was  greatly 
relaxed  i  it  was  one  of  thefe  laws,  which,  in 
courfe  of  time,  repeal  themfelves.  Before  the 
promotion  of  the  prefent  Provoft,  it  was, 
during  vacations,  particularly  the  long  Au- 
tumnal vacation,  never,  or  at  lead  very  fel- 
dom,  put  in  force  :  it  could  ahfwer  nopur- 
pofe,  but  an  electioneering  one,  to  enforce 
obedience  to  it,  in  the  long  vacation  ;  as  all 
College  bufmefs  is  then  at  a  ftand,  and  even 

the 

f  £)o<£tor  Percival,  of  Manchefter,  has  proved^  by  long, 
and  accurate  obfervaiions,  that  the  ratio  of  deaths  annually, 
even  in  the  comparatively  fmall  town  of  Manchester,  is  to 
that  of  deaths  in  the  adjacent  country,  as  two  to  one.  How 
greatly  muft  this  ratio  be  increafed  in  fuch  a  city  as  Dublin? 


the  deors  of  the  chapel  clofed  for  fix  weeks 
together.  The  power,  however,  given  to 
the  Provoft,  by  this  ftatute,  Mr.  Hutchiri- 
fon  greedily  laid  hold  of,  to  further  his  de- 
figns ;  and,  tho'  the  law  was  in  a  manner  an- 
tiquated and  in  itfelf  pernicious,  not  only 
revived  it  in  it's  fulleft  extent,  but  ftretched 
it  infinitely  beyond  its  bounds,  for  the  op- 
preffion  of  all,  who  would  not  promife  to 
vote  on  the  enfuing  election,  as  he  fhould 
direct  them.  To  the  fame  righteous  ufe, 
indeed,  he  applied  every  penal  claufe  in  the 
whole  code  of  ftatutes  j  purpofing  (as  one  of 
his  partifans,  a  reverend  Divine,  openly  de-^ 
clared)  to  make  fuch  of  the  members,  as 
fhould  prefume  to  oppofe  his  intereft,  wifh 
themfelves  rather  in  Hell,  than  in  the  Col^ 
lege ;  whilft  to  fuch  Fellows  and  Scholars,  as 
favoured  his  intereft,  he  gave  the  moft  ample 
indemnity,  not  only  with  refpe£t  to  the  fta- 
tute  of  abfence,  but  all  the  other  flatutes 
whatfoever.  This  ftatute  of  abfence  was 
one  of  the  moft  powerful  electioneering  en- 
gines :  for  the  fcholars  of  the  houfe  are  the 
only  voters  in  the  College,  except  the  Fel- 
lows ;  and  as,  by  the  5th  chapter  of  the  fta- 
tutes, no  perfon  can  be  elected  a  fcholar,  who 
I  2  has 


has  an  annual  income  of  twenty  pounds, 
either  in  poffeffion  or  expedtancy,  and  as 
poverty  is  exprefsly  made  one  of  the  quali- 
fications for  a  fcholarfhip,— they  are  gene- 
rally perfons  of  narrow  circumftances,  whofe 
prefent  fubfiftence,  ^nd  future  provifion  in 
life,  depend,  in  a  great  meafure,  on  the  emo- 
luments they  derive  from  their  literary  ac- 
quirements :  hence  many  of  them  are  obliged 
to  become  under-teachers  in  great  fchools, 
and  private  tutors  in  gentlemen's  families  in 
the  country,  and  cannot  therefore  be  con- 
ftantly  refident,  according  to  the  prefcrip- 
tions  of  the  ftatute  :  and  their  abfence,  on 
fuch  occafions,  had  been  generally  connived 
at,  before  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  promotion  to 
the  Provoftfhip.  By  his  exacting  a  ftridt  con- 
formity to  this  ftatute,  from  all  who  would 
not  promife  to  vote  at  the  eledion,  as  he 
was  pleafed  to  didate,  and  giving  a  general 
indemnity,  from  the  penalties  of  it,  to  every 
one  who  promifed  to  comply  with  his  de- 
fires,  he,  from  the  operation  of  this  ftatute 
alone,  procured  a  great  proportion  of  the 
feventy  fcholars  to  vote  as  he  thought  pro- 
per. I  fhall  give  examples  of  his  conducSt, 
in  this  refpeft,  when  I  come  to  treat  of  his 
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behaviour  to  individuals ;  and  hope  the  rea- 
der will  remember  the  direction  I  formerly 
hinted  to  him,  to  recur  frequently  to  the  Pro- 
voft's  oath,  before  recited,  and  that  he  will,  on 
this  oecafion  particularly,  compare  his  con- 
duit, in  refped  to  the  ftatute  of  abfence, 
which  I  have  ftated  truly  arid  impartially, 
with  that  claufe  of  his  oath,  which  relates 
to  his  government  of  the  members  of  the 
College. 

His  management  in  the  diftribution  of 
chambers  comes  next  to  be  confidered.  In 
the  2rft  chapter  of  the  ftatutes  is  a  claufe, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  tranflation. 
"  In  the  diftribution  of  chambers,  altho' 
"  an  attexition  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  learn- 
"  ing  and  virtue  of  fuch  as  apply  for  them, 
"  yet,  left,  from  fuch  attention,  contro- 
a  verfy  and  envy  fliould  arife,  we  ordain, 
'*  that  the  Senior  Jh all  be  always  preferred 
"  to  the  Junior,  as  well  among  ft  the  Fellows 
u  as  Scholars,  unlefs  the  Provofi  fhould,^r- 
"  haps  judge  for  fome  important  caiife 
u  that  fuch  fucceffion  fhould  be  fomefimes 
cx  changed.  But  this  difcretionary  power* 
*  he  is  to  exercife  amongft  the  Scholars  only. 
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it  is  our  pleafure,  that  this  power, 
"  of  diftributing  chambers,  {hould  be  exer- 
"  cifed  by  the  Provoft  alone,  and  that  no 
"  perfon  fhall  enjoy  a  chamber  as  his  own, 
"  unlefs  he  is  firft  admitted  to  the  poffeffion 
"  of  it  by  the  Provoft  :  and  therefore,  when 
"  the  Provoft  is  abfent,  or  the  Provoftfhip 
"  vacant,  nothing  in  this  matter  fhall  be 
u  attempted."  Thus  we  find  a  very  limited 
power,  with  refped  to  the  diftribution  of 
the  chambers,  is  vefted  in  the  Provoft  :  the 
line  of  his  conduct  is  chalked  out ;  the  fe- 
nior  claimant  is  always  to  be  preferred  :  and 
this  he  muft  always  follow,  unlefs  fome  ve- 
ry important  reafon  {hould  induce  him  tq  de- 
viate from  it.  That  part  of  the  claufe, 
which  gives  to  the  Provoft  alone  the  power 
of  diftributing  chambers,  is  only  inferted,  to 
prevent  the  Vice-Provoft,  and  Board,  from 
interfering  in  the  diftribution,  as  appears  by 
the  fubfequent  part  of  the  claufe  ;  and  does 
not  any  way  change  or  alter  the  obligation 
laid  on  the  Provoft,  to  diftribute  the  cham- 
bers according  to  feniority.  This  limited 
power  he,  by  various  ftratagems  and  arts^ 
turned  into  an  abfolute  power,  of  diftribut- 
ing chambers  to  his  creatures  only,  accord- 
ing 
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ing  to  his  will  and  pleafure  :  and  what  bene- 
fit his  electioneering  interefthas  received,  by 
the  operation  of  this  engine,  will  appear 
from  a  confideration  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  chambers.  The  buildings  of  the  Col- 
lege are  not  large  enough  to  accommodate 
more  than  one  half  of  the  Students  with 
lodgings  j  on  this  account  every  vacant  cham- 
ber is  fought  after  by  a  number  of  compe- 
titors :  gentlemen,  refident  in  the  country, 
do  not  care  to  truft  fuch  of  their  children, 
as  they  defign  for  the  College,  to  live  at  large 
in  a  great  city,  and  therefore  make  ufe  of 
all  their  intereft  to  procure  the  favour  of  the 
Provoft,  in  hopes  that  their  children  will 
be  foon  accommodated  with  apartments  in 
the  College  :  from  the  fame  reafon  they  are 
inclined  to  place  their  children  under  fuch 
tutors  only,  as  they  believe  to  be  favourites 
with  the  Provoft :  and  Mr.  Hutchinfon, 
knowing  that  the  tutors  have  great  influence 
over  their  pupils,  took  pains  to  encourage 
this  inclination  in  parents,  by  making  ufe 
of  all  his  arts  (for,  as  I  before  obferved,  he 
is  not  deficient  in  low- cunning)  to  prevent 
the  pupils  of  any  of  the  fellows,  except 
fuch  as  are  devoted  to  his  intereft,  from  ob- 
taining 


tailing  chambers.     A  cuftom  had  been  ef- 
tablifbed,   before  his  promotion,  of  adver- 
tifing    the   vacancy  of  each   chamber,    on 
the  College  gate,  for  a  week  previous  to  the 
granting  it  to  a  new  pofleffor,  and  of  affem- 
bling  all  the  tutors    weekly,  and   reading 
over  the  lift  of  vacant  chambers,  at  which 
tiiBe  each  tutor  mentioned  fuch  of  his  pu- 
pils  as   wanted   chambers,    and  their   pre- 
tenfums  in  point  of  feniority.     It  had  been 
ufual,  at   thefe   aflernblies,   at  leaft  in  the 
time  of  the  late  Provoft,  to  give  a   pre- 
ference  to   a   Fellow-commoner   before    a 
penfioner,    altho'    the    penfioner   was    fe- 
nior  ;    the   late  Provoft  thinking,  that  th& 
encouragement  of  young  gentlemen  of  large 
fortunes,  to  repair  to  this  College  for  their 
education,  by  indulging  them  in  forne  pri- 
vileges, was,  as  being  ferviceable  to  the  na^ 
tion  in  general,  a  caufe,  fufficiently  impor- 
tant, to  warrant  his  deviation  from  the  rule, 
fefpeding  feniority,     Mr.  Hutchinfon  has, 
at  times,  waved  thefe  cufioms,   and  at  times 
obferved   them,   as    beft  fuited   his  views. 
Vacant  chambers  have  been  fometimes  af- 
figned  by  him  to  particular  perfons,  v\rithout 
their  having  been  previoufly  advertifed,  or 
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the  tutors  knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter; 
by   which   means  they  have  been  cut  off 
from  the  opportunity  of  ftating  the  ftatu- 
table    claims     of   their     refpective     puptb 
to  fuch     chambers  :    at   other   times,    and 
very  frequently,  he  has  poftponed  the  af- 
fembling  of  the  tutors  for  three  weeks  toge- 
ther,  and  then  has  given  notice,,  at  feven  or 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  winter,  for 
their    immediate    meeting,    when   he   well 
knew,    that  fame  of  the  moft   eminent  of 
them,  who  are  married  men,  and  reftde  with 
their  families  in  the  city,  were  abfent  from 
the  College,  and  thus,  the  claims  of  the  pupils 
of  the  abfentees  could  not  be  mentioned. 
The  rule,  refpecTring  the  preference  to  Fel- 
low-commoners, obferved  by  the  late  Pro- 
yoft,   he  turned  very  dexteroufly  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  defigns.  He  counted,  pretty  juftly, 
only  two  of  the  tutors  ftauneh  to  his  inte- 
reft  :   when,  one  of  thefe  ftauneh  gentlemen 
made  a  claim  to  a  vacant  chamber,  on  be- 
half of  a  pupil,  who  happened  to  be  a  Fel- 
low-commoner, and  a  claim  was  made  by 
another  tutor,,  to  the  fame  chamber,   in  be- 
half of  his  pupil,  who  happened  to  be  a  pen- 
fioner,  and  with  the  advantage  of  feniority 
over  the  other  claimant,  he  immediately  ad- 
judged the  chamber  tq  the  Fellow-  commoner, 

declaring, 


declaring,  that  he  would  not  break  thro'  cfta- 
blifhed  cuftoms  :  but  when  the  Fellow-com- 
moner claimant  was  the  pupil  of  any  tutor, 
except  of  thefe  two  ftaunch  gentlemen,  and 
the  oppofite  claimant  pupil  to  one  of  them, 
and  a  penfioner,  with  feniority  on  his  fide  ; 
he  immediately  decided  in  favour  of  the  pen- 
fioner, declaring,  that  feniority  was  the 
rule  prefcribed  for  his  conduct  by  the  fta- 
tutes.  Thus,  quaque  via,  the  poiTeffion  of 
the  chamber  was  adjudged  to  the  pupil  of 
his  favourite. 

In  this  College,  the  Junior  Fellows  are 
but  ilenderly  provided  for  :  the  annual  in- 
come of  their  Fellowfhips  is  but  £40,  fo  that 
their  chief  fupport  arifes  from  the  pupils  ; 
and  the  Senior  Fellows  have  left  the  pupil- 
age totally  in  their  hands,  from  a  confidera- 
tion  of  the  fcanty  maintenance  allotted  to 
them  ;  each  penfioner  pays  his  tutor  annu- 
ally £6,  each  Fellow-commoner  £i  2  :  any 
attempt,  therefore,  of  the  Provoft,  to  dimi- 
nifh  the  number  of  one  Fellow's  pupils,  and 
increafe  the  number  of  another's,  is  moft  fig- 
rial  injuftice.  From  the  exorbitant  power  vef- 
ted  in  the  Provoft,  it  cannot  be  eafily  ima- 
gined, what  advantage,  in  point  of  pupils, 

a  Fellow 
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a  Fellow  derives  from  the  Provoft's  counte- 
nance ;  but  when  the  ftatutes  are  perverted 
to   increafe  the  income  of  one  or  two,   by 
the  oppreffion  and  ruin  of  the  reft,   the  ty- 
ranny is  infupportable  :  and  what  effects  his 
flagrant  partiality,  in  diftribution  of  cham- 
bers, has  had  on  the  pupilage  of  his  favour- 
ites, and  of  thofe  he  is  pleafed  to  diftinguifh 
by  the  name  of  his  enemies,  are  too  obvious 
and  lamentable  to  efcape  the  obfervation  of 
every    member  of  the   College.     By  thefe 
means,    and  others,  equally  juft,  he  ftill  en- 
deavours to  throw  the  whole  pupilage  of  the 
College  into  the  hands  of  a  few  men,    who 
have  ferved,  and  promifed  for  the  future  to 
ferve,  his  electioneering  intereft;   with  the 
view,  as   we'll  of  fecuring  their  votes  and 
influence  with  their  pupils,  as  of  manifeft- 
ing,    to  the  other  Fellows,   his  determina- 
tion to  flop  at  nothing,    which  may  tend  to 
their  utter  ruin,  unlefs  they  give  themfelves 
up,   as  it  were,    body  and  foul,  to    his  fer- 
vice.     Befides  the  benefits  which  he  has  al- 
ready derived,  and  expects  to  derive,  from 
the  Fellows,  by  his  diftribution  of  chambers, 
he  procured  fome  votes,  on  the  laft  election, 
by  his  own  immediate  traffick,    in  the  fame 
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way,  with  the  fcholars,  without  thq  inter- 
vention of  the  Fellows,  On  the  death  of  the 
late  Mr.  Shewbridge,  who  was  one  of  the 
Junior  Fellows,  he  granted  his  chambers,  in 
joint-tenancy,  to  a  fcholar  of  the  houfe  and 
a  private  pupil,  with  whofe  education  the 
fcholar  was  intruded,  but  who  was  not  any 
member  of  the  College.  His  granting  cham- 
bers in  the  College,  to  a  perfon  who  was  not 
3,  member  of  the  College,  was  animadverted 
upon  in  a  *  publication,  ftating  part  of  his 
conduct,  which  made  its  appearance  about 
half  a  year  after  he  had  granted  them. 
This  publication,  from  the  fpirit  with  which 
it  was  written,  and  the  truths  it  contained, 
alarmed  him  :  the  material  charges  could 
not  be  denied  :  but  as  a  drowning  man  will 
catch  at  a  twig,  he  feleded  two  or  three  of 
the  moft  trivial  accufations  it  contained, 
which  he  commiilioned  his  emiffaries  either 
to  deny  or  extenuate.  This  charge  of  grant- 
ing chambers  to  a  perfon,  who  was  not  a 
member  of  the  College,  he  attempted  to  re- 
fute in  a  very  ridiculous  manner.  The 
grant  was  inferted  in  the  regiftry  of  cham- 
bers :  at  the  time  of  its  infertion,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Dabzack,  a  gentleman,  who  (as  will 
Appear  in  the  following  (heets)  had  entirely 
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devoted  him felf  to  his  fervice,  was  regifter 
of  chambers ;  but  unluckily  for  the  Provoft, 
at  the  time  of  the  publication,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Drought  was  regifter,  and  in  pofleffion  of 
the  regiftry:  he  had  no  hopes  that  Mr. 
Drought  would  obliterate  the  entry  at  his  re- 
queft,  and  certify  that  no  fuch  entry  had 
been  made ;  he  was  a  man  of  integrity,  had 
never  {hewn  much  inclination  to  his  fervice, 
and  had  dangerous  connections.  What  was 
to  be  done  ?  he  was  determined  to  deny  the 
fact :  but  the  entry  in  the  regiftry  was  a  for- 
midable bar.  After  much  deliberation,  he  af- 
fembled  the  board  -9  the  regiftry  was  produ- 
ced ;  the  obnoxious  entry  read,  the  Provoft 
folemnly  aflerted,  that  he  had  granted  the 
chambers  to  the  Scholar  alone,  and  not  to  his 
pupil,  and  Dr.  Dabzack  humbly  confefled, 
(as  was  concerted)  that  the  pupil's  name  was 
inferted  by  his  miftake;  and  then  the  Provoft 
,  ordered  the  pupil's  name  to  be  obliterated.  I 
was  then  a  member  of  the  board,  and  do  not 
ever  recollect  to  have  been  in  greater  dif- 
trefs,  than  by  fuppreffing  a  violent  inclina- 
tion to  laugh  at  this  farce,  which  was  acted 
with  great  folemnity;  particularly  as  the 
Provoft  confefled,  that  this  pupil  of  the  fcho- 
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lar  was  the  fbn  of  a  man,  whom  he  had 
particular  reafons  to  oblige,  and  that  he 
had  really  granted  the  chambers  to  the  Scho- 
lar for  his  pupil's  ufe,  when  he  fhould  be 
qualified  to  enter  the  College.  But  this  in- 
genuity of  the  Provoft  was  not  attended 
with  the  effects  he  expeded  :  by  his  en- 
deavours to  exculpate,  he  only  expofed  him- 
felf  more  to  the  arrows  of  juft  reprehenfion  : 
for  this  Scholar  of  the  houfe  had  been  a  Si- 
zer,  and  it  was  well  known  he  was  unable 
to  purchafe  fuch  chambers  ^  fo  that  every 
one  was  convinced  that  they  were  really 
purchafed  by  the  pupil,  and  were  his  pro- 
perty :  befides,  thefe  chambers  w,ere  very 
large,  having  been  the  lodgings  of  a  Fellow, 
and  contained  room  fufficient  for  the  conve- 
nient lodging  of  five  fcholars  :  lb  that  the 
Provoft,  by  granting  them  all  to  one  perfon, 
depri  ved  four  fcholars  of  habitations,of  which, 
as  I  before  mentioned,  there  was  a  great 
fcarcity.  But  he  fecured  the  Scholar's  vote 
by  it  j  and  fimilar  motives  had  already  exci- 
ted him  to  commit  actions  infinitely  more 
detrimental  to  the  College. 

The  place  of  regifter  of  chambers  is  elec- 
tive 


tive  annually  :   it  is  always  beftowed  on  a 
Junior  Fellow ;  and  as  it  is  generally  efteemed 
the  beft  employment  to  which  a  Junior  Fel- 
low is  entitled  :  the  Senior  amongft  the  Ju- 
nior Fellows  had  a  fort  of  prefcriptive  right 
to  it.     On  that  vacancy  of  this  place,  which 
immediately   preceded   the   laft  election  of 
members  of  parliament,    I  was  Senior  of  the 
Junior  Fellows  ;   and  the  Provoft  would  by 
no  means  confent,   that  I  Ihould  be  elected 
into  the  place :  he  had,  by  that  tirne,been  ful- 
ly convinced,   that  I   was  not  a  man  who 
would  concur  in  any  of  his  fchemes  of  ambi- 
tion or  deftruction  ;    and  fufpected  that  I 
was  one  of  thofe  perfbns,  who  daily  expoied 
his  conduct  in  the  publick  prints :  he  appre- 
hended therefore,  if  I  was  Regifter  of  cham- 
bers, that  his  management,  in  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  them,  would  be  revealed  to  the  world. 
The  majority  of  the  board,    of  which  I  was 
then  a  member,  would  not  agree  to  elect 
any  other  perfon,  in  prejudice  to  my  prefcrip- 
tive right ;  and  he  had,  in  this  cafe,  no  pow- 
er of  nomination  :    to  extricate  himfelf  from 
this  difficulty,   he  propofed   an  augmenta- 
tion to  the  falary  of  another  place,    by  the 
addition  of  £20  annually,  fo  as  to  make  it 

equal 
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equal  in  profit  to  the  place  of  regifter  of  cham- 
bers, and  to  agree  to  my  election  into  that 
place.  I  did  not  approve  of  this  method  of  aug-> 
menting  the  falaries  of  places,  out  of  the  Col- 
lege-revenues, to  promote  the  Provoft's  jobs, 
but  when  I  confidered  that  the  blame  could 
not  lie  at  my  door,  but  at  his,  who  thus  pre- 
vented me  from  enjoying  a  place  to  which  I 
was  entitled  ;  and  that  the  emoluments  of 
the  place,  with  the  increafed  falary,  were  only 
equal  to  that  of  the  place  which  was  unjuftly 
witheld  from  me,  I  agreed  to  accept  of  his 
propofal  and  afterwards  affifted,  by  my  vote, 
in  the  eledion  of  a  very  particular  friend  in- 
to the  place  of  regifter  of  chambers,  to  his 
great  mortification. 

In  refped  to  the  distribution  of  College- 
emoluments  amongft  the  fcholars,  he  aded 
almoft  without  difguife,  but  the  better  to 
know  what  perfons  were  proper  objeds  to 
work  upon,  he  introduced  an  electioneering 
agent  into  the  College,  and  afligned  him 
large  and  commodious  chambers.  This  man, 
to  the  great  fcandal  of  his  profeffion,  is  in 
holy  orders,  and  employed  himfelf  in  cor- 
rupting and  debauching  the  Scholars  of  the 
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houfe  ;  his  chambers  were  the  court  of 
Comus;  all  manner  of  revelry  went  for- 
ward in  them  with  great  fpirit  :  he  hunt- 
ed the  Scholars  from  the  hall,  and  chapel, 
to  their  chambers  ;  attacked  them  'in  the 
courts  ;  enticed  them  to  partake  of  his  good 
cheer,  and,  when  he  had  conciliated  their 
favour  by  bumpers,  allured  them  into  his  nets 
by  the  baits  of  College  preferment  $  no  ftu- 
dent  could  procure  any  favour  but  thro'  his 
mediation:  in  fhort  he  was  the  Blacquiere  of 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  :  but  as  this  Rev.  Gentle- 
man's conduct  is  fhortly  to  be  reviewed  by 
a  proper  tribunal,  I  {hall  wave  any  further 
mention  of  him, 

At  the  firft  eledion  of  the  fcholars,  after: 
Mr.  Hutchinfon's  promotion,  he  acted,  in- 
deed, with  fome  addrefs  :  he  perfedtly  knew 
the  inclinations  and  connections  of  all  the 
candidates,  from  his  electioneering  agent  and 
his  fpies,  who  found  means  to  introduce 
themfelves  into  every  company  in  the  Col^ 
lege.  Such  candidates,  as,  by  themfelves  or 
their  friends,  had  made  their  terms  with  his 
agent,  or  himfelf,  were  recommended  to  his 
friends  at  the  Board  ;  fo  that  they  Were  fure 
of  having  four  fuffrages  amongft  the  ele6t- 
ors,  who  amounted  but  to  eight,  and  they 
had  an  equal  chance  with  the  other  candU 
K  dates 


dates  of  meriting  the  fuffrages  of  the  re- 
maining four;  the  other  candidates  had  four 
certain  votes  againft  them,  and  only  fuch 
chances,  as  their  merits  gave  them,  of  ob- 
taining' the  votes  of  the  other  four  ^  hence 
the  chances  became  fa  great,  in  favour  of 
the  Candidates  approved  of  by  the  Provoft, 
that  all  he  had  fele6ted  obtained  fcholarfhips, 
except  two  ;  for  of  the  whole  number  then 
eleded,  being  fifteen,  two  only,  as  I  before 
obferved,  voted  on  the  election  of  members 
of  parliament  contrary  to  his  intereft.  This 
election  of  fcholars  was  managed  in  pretty 
much  the  fame  manner  with  tire  eledion  of 
the  fixteen  Peers  of  Scotland,  where  fuch 
Peers  are  generally  eleded  as  are  inferted 
in  the  Minifter's  recommendatory  lift,  fent 
to  the  electors,  previous  to  the  eledion. 
At  the  laft  eledion  of  fcholars  of  the  houfe 
he  could  not  attend ;  as  his  own  eledion  at 
Corke  commenced  about  the  fame  time:  nei- 
ther was  his  attendance  fo  necefTary,  as  on 
the  former  occafion  -,  as  it  happened  fubfe- 
quent  to  the  eledion  of  members  of  parlia- 
ment, and  therefore  the  fcholars  then  eleded 
could  not  hurt  his  intereft,  as  their  fcholar- 
fhips  would  probably  expire  before  the  next 
eledion  of  members.  I  was,  on  this  occafi- 
on, one  of  the  feven  eledors,  (the  Provoft's 
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abfence    having    reduced    them     to    that 
number)    and    could    not    help    obferving 
the     condud     of     his     principal    Minifter 
at  the  Board,  the  Rev.   Doflof  Leland  :* 
this  Dodor  Leland  is  the  next  Senior  Fellow 
to  the  Vice-Provoft,   who  is  firft  in  point  of 
feniority,  and   the  vote  of  each  eledor  is 
colleded  in  order,  beginning  with  the  fe- 
nior  :    in  two  or  three  inftances,  when  it 
came  to  Dodtor  Leland's  turn  to  vote,  he  de- 
clared he  was  in  doubt  whether  he  fhould 
give  his  beft  mark,  -f    or  not,  to  the  candi- 
date,  and  requefted  to  hear  the  opinions  o£ 
other  gentlemen,    and  I  took  notice  that  he 
always  gave  his  good  and  bad  mark,  indirect 
oppofition   to  the  marks  given   by  two  or 
three  other  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  I  was, 
who  were  well  known  to  be  no  favourers  of 
the  Provoft's  jobs.      This  conduit  was  top 
palpable  to  efcape  reprehenfion.     It  feemed 
flrange,  that  a  man,   folemnly  fworn  to  a<3 
impartially,  fhould  withhold  his  opinion  of 
a  candidate's  merit,  under  a  pretence  of  be- 
ing in   doubt,    until  fuch  time  as  he  had 
heard  the  opinions  of  the  other  gentlemen 
K  2  concerning 

*  The  reader  is  defired  not  to  miftalce  this  gentleman  for 
the  learned  Do6tor  Leland  of  Dublin,  auihor  of  the  Review 
of  Deiitical  Writers,  and  many  .other  tradts. 
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concerning  it,  and  fhould  then  form  an  opini- 
on diametrically  oppofite  to  theirs  :  I  at  laft 
rofe,    and   told   the   Vice- Pro vofty    that   I 
would  not  vote,  'till  Dodor  Leland  had  gi- 
ven his    vote  abfolutely,  in  his  order  ;    on 
which  that  Dodor  openly  propofed  that  the 
order  of  voting  ihould  be  inverted,  and  that 
the  junior  fhould  votefirft,  by  which  means 
he  would  become  the  laft  voter  but  one,  and 
be  able  to  form  a  clearer  judgment  how  he 
could  beft  difpofe  of  his  vote  for  the  fervice 
of  his  patron :  this  was  over-ruled  unani- 
moufly  :  the  job  was  too  evident  to  be  fup- 
ported  even  by  the  Provoft's  friends  5  and, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  eledion,  the 
Dodor  was  obliged  to  rely  on  his  own  infor- 
mation  and   fagacity,    in   difpofing   of  his 
votes,   the  Provoft  not  being  in  Dublin  to 
give  him  inftrudions.    This  condud  of  Doc- 
tor Leland  would  induce  one  to  think,  that 
he  fufpeded  fach  gentlemen,  as  refitted  the 
arbitrary  meafures  of  the  Provoft,  had  for- 
gotten the  folemn  obligation  laid  on  them  by 
the  oath  taken  by  every  eledor,  who  is  ob- 
liged to  fwear,  that,  laying  afide  favour  or 
hatred,  he  will  eled  only  fuch,  as  feem  to  him 
beft  qualified  according  to  the  ftatutes,    and 
that  therefore,  he  thought  the  moft  effedual 
method  he  could  take,  of  ferving  his  patron's 
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intereft,  was  to  vote  in  dired  oppofition  to 
them  ;    without  at  all  considering  the  merit 
of  the   candidate,  as    he  was  by  his  oath 
bound  to  do.     If  fuch  were  the  motives  of 
his  conduct,  I  leave  it  to  the  impartial  pub- 
lick  to  judge,  whether  fuch  thoughts  are  har- 
boured  in  the  breafts  of  the  uncorrupt  and 
ingenuous.    It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that 
Dodor  Leland  exerted  this   ingenuity,  at  a 
time  when  the  fcholars,  to  be  eleded,  had 
only  a  probable  chance,  by  the  death  of  one 
of  the  members  in  parliament  for  the  Col- 
lege,   of  ever    voting  at  an  election,    the 
term  prefcribed  by  the  ftatutes,for  the  en- 
joyment of  a  fcholarfhip,  not  exceeding  five 
years :  what  glorious  effeds  then  are  to  be 
expeded  from  his  adivity  and  zeal  for  the 
fervice  of  his  patron,  in  the  future  elcdions 
of  fuch  fcholars,  as  will  have  votes  at  the 
next  general  eledion  for  members  of  parlia- 
ment! Of  the  feventy    fcholars,  thirty  are 
by  the  flatutes  allowed  a  more  ample  fubr 
fiftence  than  the  reft  :  and  it  is  provided  that 
they  (hall  be  all   native  Irifhmen.       Thefe 
thirty  are  called  natives,  and  enjoy  a  yearly 
falary,  over  and  above  their  commons,   of 
twenty  pounds.      The   vacancies    amongft 
them  are  filled  up  annually.  The  only  qua- 
lifications whichjheretoforejentitled  a  fcholar 
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to  fucceed  to  a  native's  place,  exclufive  of 
his  being  a  native  Irifhman,  were  feniority 
and  diligent  attendance  on  College  duties; 
the  fuperiority  in   learning  of  one  fcholar 
above  another  was  never  confidered ;  for  all 
fcholars,  after  their  eledion,  were  looked  up- 
on, in  refped  to  their  claims  to  College  pre- 
ferments,   as  equally  learned  :  even  in  their 
rank  as  fcholars  they  took  place  according  to 
their  feniority,  not  according  to  the  differ- 
ent degrees  of  learning  they  had  manifefted, 
on  the  examination  preceding  their  election  : 
Jiterary   knowledge,  fufficient  to   entitle  a 
man  to  a  fcholarlhip,  was  looked  upon  as 
fufficient  to  entitle  him  to  any  College  emo- 
lument, ufually  enjoyed  by  a  fcholar:  but 
this  equal  method  of  diftribution  of  College 
emoluments,  which  obviated  the  machinati- 
on  of  partiality,  was  no  way  favourable  to 
electioneering  operations,     Mr.  Hutchinfon, 
on  the  diftribution  of  natives  places,  which 
happened  previous  to  the  eledion  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  came  to  the  board  with 
a  long  lift  of  new  qualifications  for  a  native's 
place,  read  them  to  us,    declared  he  was  de- 
termined that  no  Scholar  fhould  be  appoint- 
ed to  a  native's  place,    who  did  not  poflefs 
all  thefe    qualifications,  or  at  leaft  a  great 
Dumber  of  them  :  and  then  began  to  diftin- 

guifli 


(    '35    ) 

guifh  the  Scholars  into  various  clalTes,  asbeft 
fuited  with  his  own  views.     If  he  had  been 
fuffered  to  proceed,  no  Scholar,  but  fuch  as 
had   prornifed   to   vote  for  his  Son,   could 
have  obtained  any  of  thefe  places ;  for  every 
fcholar  in  the  oppofite  intereft  was  excluded 
by  his  want  of  one  or  other  of  thefe  qualifi- 
cations, which   in  general  were  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  :  but  he  had  reafons  ready  to  of- 
fer,  and   very  prolix  ones,  to   excufe  the 
want  of  them  in  all  the  others.  The  majori- 
ty of  the  board,  however,  difdained  to  be 
cajoled  by  fuch  chicanery  :  he  could  not  pro- 
cure any  Scholar  to  be  elected,  or  rejected, 
but  on  the  footing  of  having,  or  wanting,the 
two  ancient  accuftomed  qualifications  of  fe- 
niority  and  diligence,  except  one  gentleman 
(and  in  his  cafe   too  he  was  driven  to  exer- 
cife  his  negative  power)   altho'   he  praclifed 
more  tricks,  than  a  juggler  at  a  country  wake, 
to  avoid  coming  to  that  extremity  :  without 
it,  however,  he  could  not  effect  his  purpofe  ; 
for  he  had  no  power  of  nomination  in  this 
cafe :  he  could  prevent  the  board  from  elect- 
ing, but  could  not  fill  up  the  vacancy  with- 
out it's  concurrence.      This  gentleman  was 
the  Rev.  Daniel  Keller  :  a  perfon  of  unble- 
mifhed  reputation,  a  native  Irishman,  the 
fenior  of  the  candidates  for  natives  places, 
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and  the  moft  diligent  of  them  all  in  his  at- 
tendance on  College  duties.  As  military 
men,  who  have  nothing  to  depend  on  but 
their  fwords,  are  called  foldiers  of  fortune; 
fo  Mr.  Keller  may  be  ftyled  a  fcholar  of  for- 
tune, having  nothing  whatfoever  to  depend 
on  for  fubfiftence,  but  his  learning.  The 
Provoft  was  particularly  enraged  againft 
him,  becaufe  his  known  poverty  rendering 
him,  in  his  opinion,  vincible  by  promifes 
of  Collegiate  emoluments,  he  had  looked  up- 
on him  as  a  certain  voter  for  his  fon ;  but 
his  poverty  was  a  virtuous  one,  like  that  of 
Cincinnatus;hedifdaineda  bribe  perhaps  more 
than  thofe  who  poflefs  thoufands^  openly  de- 
clared his  intention  to  vote  according  to  the 
didates  of  his  honour  and  confcience,  andde- 
rided  the  attacks  of  theProvoft's  agent.  There 
were,  to  the  beft  of  my  recollection,  eight 
natives  places  to  be  difpofed  of,  and  the  Pro-r 
voft,  tho'  repeatedly  called  upon  by  feveral 
members  of  the  board,  to  put  Mr.  Keller  in 
Domination,  at  the  difpofal  of  each  of  them, 
arbitrarily,  and  in  dired  violation  of  his 
duty,  refufed  to  do  fo :  thereby  preventing 
the  members  from  giving  their  votes,  freely 
and  honeftly  j  and  when  the  eighth  and  laft 
was  to.be  difpofed  of,  he  put  two  or  three 
gentlemen  fucceffively  in  nomination,  who 
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were  rejeded  by  five  of  the  board,  the  ma- 
jority at  the  fame  time  declaring,  that  they 
would  not  elect  any  one  into  the  place,  'till 
Mr.  Keller  was  put  in  nomination  :  on  which 
the  Provoft,  finding  them  immovable,  at 
length  declared,  that  he  put  his  negative  on 
Mr.  Keller :  and  then  the  board  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  another,  quite  contrary  to 
my  judgment,  for  I  preferred  the  method  of 
letting  the  place  lie  vacant.  Thus  Mr.  Keller 
was  deprived  of  a  native's  place,  tho'  enti- 
tled to  it  by  the  ftatutes,  and  the  votes  of  the 
board.  The  reader  may  judge  how  far  the 
Provoft's  conduct  to  this  poor  gentleman  was 
confiftent  with  that  prefcribed  by  the  claufe 
of  his  oath,  which  obliges  him  "  To  preferve 
"  the  ftatutes  of  the  College  to  the  utmoft  of 
"  his  power,  and  to  give  his  aflent  to  all 
<c  things  which  (hall  be  done  according  to  their 
*c  prefcriptions."  His  refentment  had  before 
this  induced  him  to  behave  in  a  moft  arbi- 
trary, unftatutable,  and  oppreffive  manner 
to  Mr.  Keller,  who  had  never  given  him  any 
offence,  except  by  refufing  to  vote  for  his  fon, 
A  place  of  roll-keeper  in  the  chapel  became 
vacant,  worth  lol.  a  year;  Mr.  Daniel  Keller 
was  elecSed  into  the  place  unanimoufly  by  the 
board  ;  there  happened  to  be  at  that  time  in, 
the  College  one  Jeremiah  Keller,  who  was  a 
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fcholar  of  the  houfe  ;  the  Rev.  Dodor  For- 
fayeth  was  then  junior  Dean,   and  had  the 
fuperintendance   of  thefe   roll-keepers  ;  he 
gave  the  roll  to  this  Jeremiah  Keller,  and  in- 
lifted  that  the  Provoft  defigned  it  for  Jere- 
miah, altho'  Daniel  Keller  had  been  eleded. 
Daniel  Keller  came  to  me  and  informed  me 
of  Dodor  Forfayeth's  behaviour,  and  I  went 
to  the  Provoft  to  complain  of  it :  he,  to  my 
great   furprife,    told  me,  that  he   had    de- 
figned the  place  for  Jeremiah,  that  it  was  a 
place  in  his  gift,  and  that  the  appointment 
of  Daniel  by  the  board  was  not  valid,  altho' 
he  had  himfelf  fubmitted  it  to  the  difpofal 
of  the  board,    and  tho'   it  was    ftatutably 
in  the  gift    of    the   board,     and     not    in 
the    Provoft's.       Jeremiah      retained     the 
place,    and   voted    for   the    Provoft's    fon. 
This  cruel  behaviour  of  the  Provoft,  to  Mr. 
Keller,  ought  to  have  induced  him  rather 
to   favour,  than  opprefs  him  further  ^    for 
tho'  he  refufed  to  vote  for  his  fon,  yet  his 
fpbils  had  bought  a  vote  for  him;  but  the 
aggreffor  never  forgives:  befides  he  could  not 
afford  to  wafte  any  College  emoluments  on 
the  refradory;  they  were  all  too  little  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  keen  appetites  of  his  friends.     He 
confidered  Mr.  Keller  alfo  as  a  poor  obfcure 
perfon,  and  that  therefore  it  was  not  proba- 
ble 
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blc  his  oppreffion  of  him  could  be  attended 
with  any  confequences  materially  hurtful  to 
his  intereft.  In  refpeft  to  premiums,  where- 
ever  he  could  interfere,  he  took  care  to  make 
them  fubfervient  to  his  defigns  :  he  had  writ- 
ten and  published  a  moft  ridiculous  pamph- 
let, entitled,  cc  Some  regulations  made  in 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  fince  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  prefent  Provoft."  It  Ihould 
have  been  entitled,  "  Some  projeds  defign- 
ied  for  execution  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin." 
The  ftyle  (if  it  deferves  the  name  of  ftyle) 
was  inferior  to  that  of  *  Twiss,  and  fcarce 
any  of  the  projeds  it  contained  have  yet  been 
executed :  but,  like  all  mountebanks,  he 
could  not  carry  on  trade  without  advertifing. 
In  this  pamphlet  he  aflerts,  that  compofi- 
tion  had  not  been  fufficienlly  cultivated  in 
the  College,  and  then  inferts  an  abfurd  ad- 
vertifement,  which  he  had  caufed  to  be 
publifhed  in  the  newfpapers,  containing  the 
methods  which  were  hereafter  to  be  purfued 
in  the  College,  for  the  encouragement  of 
compofition  and  elocution.  He  intended,  by 
this  part  of  his  pamphlet,  to  make  the  pub- 
lick  believe,  that  there  was  heretofore  no  en- 
couragement in  the  College  for  either;  it 
being  his  conftant  pradlice,  wherever  the 
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*  An  illiterate  buffoon,   who  has  pubiifhed   fome  books  of 
travels,  particularly  a  book  entitled  a  Toar  thro'  Ireland. 


dired  affertion  of  a  falfehood  would  be  en- 
countered by  as  dired  a  negation,  rather  to 
infmuate  than  affert  it  5  and  when  the  falfe- 
hood is  expofed,  if  it  be  very  (hameful  and 
notorious,  he  brings  himfelf  off  with  a  de- 
claration that  he  never  afferted  it.  Compo- 
fition  and  elocution,  before  his  elevation  to 
the  Provoftfhip,  were  encouraged  more  than 
they  have  b£en  fmce.  Premiums  were  pro- 
pofed  for  the  beft  compofitions,  and  confer* 
red  on  the  authors  according  to  their  merit: 
and  fuch  gentlemen  as  pronounced  publick 
orations,  were  diftinguifhed  with  acade- 
mick  honours.  Since  his  appointment,  elo- 
cution has  received.no  particular  encourage- 
ment •>  the  premiums,  which  have  been  dif- 
tributed  to  the  authors  of  compofitions, 
were  difpofed  of  to  promote  his  eledioneer- 
ing  intereft,  and  gratify  his  vanity  ;  and  he 
has  taken  care,  that  they  fhall  be  difpofed  of 
for  the  future  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  ferve 
thefe  ends  only.  There  has  been  but  one 
diftribution  of  thefe  premiums,  fince  his  ap^- 
pointment:  the  candidates  were  few  ;  four 
only  obtained  premiums,  as  well  as  I  can  re- 
colled  :  two  of  them  were  trifling  ones  ;  the 
two  moftconfiderable  were  given,  one  to  his 
fon,  the  candidate  for  reprefenting  the  Col- 
lege in  parliament,  and  the  other  to  a  Scholar 
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of  the  Etoufe,  ftaunch  to  his  intereft.  As  the 
circumftances    attending     this    diftribution 
were  very  curious,    I  fhall  ftate  them  parti- 
cularly.    The  long  vacation,  when  feveral 
of  the  Senior  Fellows  were  in  the  country, 
was  the  time  he  fixed  upon  for  the  perform- 
ance of  this  job,   that  Dr.  Forfayeth  before 
mentioned,  one  of  the  Junior  Fellows,  and 
his  zealous  partifan,    might  be  a  member  of 
the  board.     Heretofore,  the  authors  of  com- 
pofitions,   who  afpired  to  premiums,    were 
obliged  to  fend  copies  to  all  the  members  of 
the  board,  with  fictitious  fignatures,   a  fort- 
night at  leaft  before  the  day  fixed  for  the  dif- 
tribution, that  each    of  the  judges    might 
have   fufficient   time   to  examine  into  the 
merits  of  the  performances,    and  to  prevent 
their  being  warped  by  any  partiality  to  the 
authors,  who  were  not   to  be  known  till  af- 
ter the  premiums  were  adjudged.     On   this 
occafion,    no  copies  were  fent,  except  to  the 
Provoft,    and   his  confidant,    Dr.    Leland, 
profeffor  of  oratory  ;    neither  was  any  day 
fixed  for  the  diftribution;   that  depended  on 
the     Provoft' s     pleafbre    and   convenience. 
When  the  board  was  affembled,  which  con- 
fifted   of  the  Provoft,  four   Senior  Fellows 
and  three  Juniors,    I  was  furprifed  to  find  a 
parcel  of  compofitions  on  the  table,  on  whofe 
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refpedive  merits  the  Provoft  declared  w< 
were  then  to  determine  :    it  was  impoffibl 
to  read  them,   much  lefs  to  judge  of  theii 
merits,  on  fuch  fhort  notice  ;  they  were  £ 
formidable  heap.     After  feveral  praifes  be- 
flowed  by  Dr.  Leland,  on  a  bulky  Latir 
poem,  faid  to  contain  the  hiftory  of  Jofeph, 
the   board  was  adjourned,  I  think,  to  the 
next  day,  or  the  day  after  :   the  fame  Po&oi 
declaring,    that  he  would  fend  the  compofi- 
tions  to  be  perufed  by  the  feveral  members 
of  the  board,  in  the  mean  time.    It  was  im- 
poffible  for  the  fix  members  of  the  board,  tq 
read  and  examine  all  the  compofitions  with 
attention  and  care,  in  lefs  than  twelve  days, 
allowing  two  days  for  each,  as  there  was  but 
the  one  copy  of  each  compofition  ;  and  they 
muft  have  been  very  diligent,    if  they  coukl 
have  completed    the    bufmefs  properly  in 
that  time  :   whether  they  were,  or  were  not 
fent  to  the  other  members,  I  cannot  tell, 
but  to  me  they  were  never  fent  j  and  when 
we  next  met  to  adjudge  the  premiums,  I  de- 
clared that  I  would  not  give  any  judgment, 
as  I  never  had  read  the  compofitions  :  the 
Provoft  told  me,  that   I  might  then  read 
them  y   but  I  remarked  that  there  was  then 
neither  time  nor  opportunity  for  fo  doing, 
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and  the  firft  premium  was  immediately  after- 
wards  adjudged  to  the  author  of  the  Latin 
poem  before-mentioned.  Dr.  Leland  declared 
that  the  name  of  the  author  had  been  fent  to 
him,  enclofed  in  a  billet  fealed  up,  and  that 
he  did  not  know  who  he  was;  but,  on  open- 
ing the  billet,  he  proclaimed,  with  a  burft  of 
furprife   and   joy,    that  the  author  was  the 
Provoft's  fon  ;  paid  him  the  higheft  compli- 
ments on  the  amazing  genius  of  his  boy,  and 
acted  the  part  affigned  him    in   fuch  a  ludi- 
crous manner,  as  to  make  it  evident  to  all 
prefent,  that  he  well  knew  the  author  of  the 
poem   before  the  adjudication ;    which  cir- 
cumftance  was  afterwards  fully  proved :  and 
it  is  highly  probable,  that   there  were  other 
members  in  the  fecret  as  well  as  Dr.  Leland 
bujt   they  were  not  fo  forward   to  expofe 
themfelves.     This  performance  never  after- 
wards faw  the  light:   it  was    immediately 
fupprefled;  and  the  Provoft  told    us,  with 
great  feeming   concern,    that    it  was   loft. 
The  conduct  of  him  and  his  aflbciates,  with 
refpecl  to  the  compofltion  which  obtained  the 
Jtecond  premium,  was  ftill  more  barefaced: 
this  performance  was  an  Englifh  poem,  con- 
taining theftoryof  Orellana,  taken  from  An- 
fon's  voyage  :    copies  of  it  had  been  fent  to 
all  the  members  of  the  board  two  years  be- 
fore, 
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fore,  in  the  time  of  the  late  Provoft  ;  and  it 
had  been  then  rejeded  by  the  board,  as  un- 
worthy of  any  encouragement.  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  which  rejeded  it,  and  was 
one  of  the  majority  5  but  no  member  had 
declared  his  contempt  of  it  foftrongly  as  Dr. 
Leland.  His  opinion  was  now  much  changed; 
he  declared  it  had  great  merit,  and  that  it  was 
rejeded  folely  by  the  authority  of  the  late  Pro- 
voft, who  would  not  fuffer  the  board  to  give 
their  judgment  concerning  it,  though  they 
had  all  thought  that  the  author  deferved  en- 
couragement. His  behaviour  did  not  fur- 
prife  me;  I  knew  his  character  too  well :  but 
I  did  not  think  fit  to  fuffer  it  to  pafs  unno- 
ticed :  I  declared  that  the  compofition  had 
been  rejeded  by  a  majority,  (for  tho'  no 
votes  had  been  formally  demanded,  yet  the 
majority  had  expreffed  their  opinions)  and 
that  Dr.  Leland  himfelf  had  been  one  of 
that  majority :  that  the  compofition  in  it- 
felf  was  contemptible,  and  beneath  criti- 
cifm  :  that,  after  acompofition  had  been  re- 
jeded by  the  board,  it  was  very  improper  to 
obtrude  it  on  the  board  again,  particularly 
when  two  of  the  members,  who  had  affifted 
at  the  board,  when  it  had  been  rejeded,  were 
abfent :  and  that  the  further  confideration  of 
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its  merit  or  demerit  ought  at  lead  to  be  poft- 
poned,  until  the  two  abfent  gentlemen  fhould 
return  to  the  College.     But  my  objections 
were  fcarcely  noticed  j  the  job  had  been  al- 
ready planned  and  fettled ;    the  fecond  pre- 
mium was  adjudged  to  the  author  of  it,  whom 
Dr.   Forfayeth  then  declared  to  be  his  own 
ward,  and  chamber-fellow,   and   who  was  a 
fcholar  of  the  houfe,   zealoufly  attached  to 
the  ProvofFs   interefts  :     by  fuch  infamous 
jobs  as  thefe  has    compofition   been  encou- 
raged in  the  College  fince  Mr.  Hutchinfon's 
appointment.  The  two  bulwarks,  if  I  may  fo 
fay,  of  impartial  judgment,  to  wit,  the  fur- 
nifhingof  the  members  of  the  board  with  co- 
pies, a  reafonable  time  previous  to  thedecifi- 
on  on  the  refpedive  merits  of  the  performan- 
ces, and  concealment  of  the  authors  until  af- 
ter the  decifion,  are  both  demoli(hed  ;  and  the 
Provoft's  laft  advertifement,  refpedling  premi- 
ums for  compofition,    (hews  that  he  intends 
they  fhould  remain  in  ruins  :    for  it  has  pre- 
fcribed,  that  copies  of  the  performances  ihall 
be  fent  only  to  himielf  and  Dr.  Leland  :  thus 
they  will  become  rewards,  not  of  genius,  but 
of  electioneering  fervice;  and  the  fum  of  200!. 
annually  allotted,  by  the  governors  of  Eraf- 
mus  Smith's  fchools,   to  be  laid  out  in  pre- 
miums for  the  encouragement  of  compofition, 
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in  the  College, will  ferve  only  for  the  purpofes 
of  corruption*  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  go- 
vernors of  Smith's  fchools,  or  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,    if  they    decline  it,   will   make 
fome  inquiry  into  the  expenditure  of  this 
fund ;  and  that  they  will  not  permit  any  part 
of  this  noble  charity  to  be  hereafter  applied 
to  the  purchaiing  of  feats  in  parliament,  for 
Mr.  Hutchinfon's  children,  by  the  corrupti- 
on of  the  fcholars  of  the  College.    Mr.  Hut- 
chinfon's  dexterity  in  rendering  every  thing 
which  had  any  relation  to  the  College,  in 
fome    fhape     or    other,   fubfervient  to   his 
defigns  on  the  late  election,  is  not  more  re- 
markable, than  his  provident  fagacity  in  fe- 
curing  an  intereft  on  any  future  election  by 
fimilar  methods  :  his  condudt,  in  the  admif- 
fion  of  Sizars  into  the  College,   is  a  rare  in- 
ftance  of  his  forefight  in  this  refpedt.      The 
1 9th  chapter  of  the  ftatutes  ordains,  "  That 
the  number  of  Sizars  in  the  College  fhall  ne- 
ver exceed  thirty  j  that  of  thefe  the  Provoft 
{hall  nominate  eight,  and  each  of  the  Fellows 
one,  fo  as  exactly  to  complete  the  number : 
it  had  heretofore  been  cuftomary  for  the  Seni- 
or Ledturer,  on  the  Tuefday  after  Trinity  Sun- 
day annually,  to  examine  all  young  perfons 
who  appeared  as  candidates   for  Sizarfhips; 
and  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  with  the  beft  an- 
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fwerers.     The  Provoft  and  Fellows  hereto- 
fore tacitly  waved  their  right  of  nomination, 
preferring  the  method  of  admiffion  by  exa- 
mination, becaufe  it  excluded  ignorance :  But 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  paid  no  regard  to  the  cha- 
radler,  honour,   or  benefit  of  the  College  in 
this  particular.     He  obferved  that  a  confider- 
able  number  of  Sizars  obtained  fcholarfhips* 
their  poverty  fharpening  their  induftry,  and 
that  therefore  an  intereft  with  them  would 
be  very  ufeful  to  him  on  any  future  ele&ion  j 
that  they  were  all  perfons,  who  had  nothing 
to  depend  on  for  their  fubfiftence,  during  their 
courfe  of  academick  education,  butthepro« 
vifion  which  their  learning  might  entitle  them 
to  from  the  College;  and  he  concluded  that 
neceffity  would  plead  powerfully  in  his  favour 
with  fuch  perfons,  as  they  knew  that  no  Col- 
lege emolument  could  be  conferred  without 
his  concurrence  :  he  remarked  alfo  that  fuch 
Sizars  as  negledled their ftudies,  andeven  many 
of  them  who  had  obtained  fcholarfliips,  be^ 
ing  of  low  birth  and  breeding,  and  generally 
full-grown  men,    before  they  became  mem- 
bers of  the  College,    were   the   only  perfons 
fit  to  be  enlifted  as  effectives,  or  who  would 
enlift,  in  the  gang  of  defperadces,  now  openly 
countenanced  in  the  College,  to  terrify,  me- 
nace, and  infult  every  gentleman  whofe  dig- 
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nity,  ftation,    or  fpirit  made  him  obnoxious 
to  the  Provoft  ^   obfcurity,  poverty,  and  low 
breeding  being  fome  of  the  necefiary  quali- 
ties of  a  complete  ruffian  ;   the  two  firft  ren- 
dering wicked  men  defperate,  the  laft,  brutal. 
To  fecure  the  intereft  then  of  this  body,    he 
determined  not  only  to  exercife  the  power  gi- 
ven him    by  the  ftatute   relpeding  their  ad- 
miffion,    but  to  ftretch  it  beyond  its  limits  : 
and  on  the  admiffion  of  Sizars,    previous  to 
the  election  of  members  of  parliament,  there 
being  then  fix  or  feven  vacancies,  he  fent  a  lift 
of  names  to  the  Senior  Ledurer,  previous  to 
the  examination,  with  a  note  defiringhim  to 
admit  the  perfons,  therein  named,  Sizars :  the 
number  of  candidates  was  upwards  of  thir- 
ty i  the  feven  nominated  by  the  Provoft  left 
the  Hall ;  and  the  Rev.  Doctor  Stokes,  then 
Senior   Ledurer,  moft  "unaccountably   exa- 
mined  the  remaining  candidates,    although 
all  the  vacant  Sizarlhips   had  been  filled  up 
by  the  Provoft's   nomination  ;   and  the  un- 
happy gentlemen,  who  had  been  thus  mock- 
ed by  a  fruitleis   examination,    twenty-four 
in  number,  were  fhortly  afterwards  informed 
that  there  was  no  vacancy.     Thus  feven  par- 
tizans  of  the  Provoft  were  at  once  obtruded 
upon  the  College,   to  be   hereafter  fcholars 
of  the  houfe,  as  we  may  reafonably  conclude, 
from  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  a 
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former  election  of  fcholars,  without  its  be- 
ing known,  whether  they  were  at  all  quali- 
fied foradmiffion,  and  to  the  prejudice,  per- 
haps the  ruin,  of  fome  young  men,  whofe 
circumftances  rendered  them  unable  to  fup- 
port  the  expenfes  of  a  Collegiate  education. 
By  the  ftatute  he  has  the  power  of  nominat- 
ing eight  Sizars  only,  out  of  the  thirty,  fo 
that  by  this  exertion  of  his  authority,  in  no- 
minating feven  at  one  time,  he  affumed  a 
greater  power  than  was  ftatutably  veiled  in 
him ;  for  as  he  chofe  to  break  through  the 
old  laudable  cuftom  of  admitting  Sizars  on 
examination,  he  ought  not  to  have  nominated 
perfons  to  fill  up  more  than  one-fourth  of 
the  vacancies  at  once,  that  being  nearly  the 
proportion,  which  eight  bears  to  thirty.  His 
condudt  in  this  particular  gave  great  offence  to 
the  publick:  it  could  not  be  concealed;  there 
were  too  many  fufferers  by  it;  it  was  expofed, 
with  all  its  odious  circumftances,  in  the  dai- 
ly prints  :  he  became  uneafy  ;  not  from  fhame 
or  remorfe,  but  becaufe  he  dreaded  the  effeds 
of  popular  refentment,  and  ftrovetodifguifeit: 
with  that  view  he  ordered  Dr.  Stokes,  about 
a  fortnight  after  the  examination,  to  fend  for 
and  admit  five  of  the  beft  anfwerers  amongft 
the  difcarded  twenty-four  candidates  ;  and, 
as  the  circumftance  of  the  admiffion  of  Si- 
zars, without  any  examination,  had  been  fe  • 

verely 


verely  animadverted  on,  he  diredted  the  Doc- 
tor alfo  to  examine  the  feven  nominees,  not 
for  the  purpofe  of  inquiring  whether  they 
were  qualified  for  admiffion  or  not,  as  they 
were  already  admitted,  but  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  averting,  that  they  had  been 
examined  ;  and  thus,  according  to  his  cuf- 
tom,  by  concealing  the  moft  material  part  of 
the  tranfadtion,  and  telling  an  infignificant 
truth,  he  gained  fome  colour  for  declaring  that 
his  enemies  had  malicioufly  traduced  him ; 
the  nominated  Sizars  had  indeed  been  exa- 
jnined,  this  he  took  pains  to  publifh,  but 
not  previous  to  their  admiffion;  nor  were  they 
admitted  on  account  of  their  fuperior  fkill ; 
thefe  circumftances  he  took  care  to  conceal : 
by  fuch  cobweb  blinds  did  he  endeavour  to 
fkreen  his  tyranny,  from  thepublick  eye.  The 
ftatute,  as  I  before  mentioned,  had  pofitively 
enjoined,*  that  the  number  of  Sizars  fhou!4 
not  exceed  thirty ;  left,  as  the  ftatute  exprefles 
it,  they  fhould  be  a  burthen  to  the  College  : 
this  attempt,  to  difguife  his  guilt,  made  the 
number  amount  to  thirty-fix,  and  loaded  the 
College  with  fix  fupernumeraries,  who  re- 
mained a  burthen  on  its  funds,  and  on  their 
brethren,  (their  general  provifion  being  fcan- 
ty)  'till  the  next  year,  when  the  Supernume- 
raries were  adopted  into  the  vacant  places, 
fo  that  two  Sizarfliips  only  were  vacant  on 

the 

*  See  the  College  ftatutes,  chapter  i9th. 
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the   following  examination,  although  there 

were  above   twenty   candidates,    and   thefe 
were    vacated,    by   an    extraordinary  exer- 
tion of  the  authority  of  the  board.     Thus 
fcholarfliips,  natives-places,  premiums,  and 
fizarfhips,   were  all  made  fubfervient  to  his 
grand  defign,  of  returning  two  of  his  crea- 
tures to  parliament  as  reprefentatives  of  the 
Univerfity.      The  purfuit  of  his  fecond  ob- 
jedl,  to  wit,  his  gaining  the  reputation  of  a 
learned  man,  very  often  placed  him  in  a  moft 
ridiculous  point  of  view :   his  weaknefs  in 
this  particular  was  almoft  infantine  ;   he  had 
always  at  his  tongue's-end  the  names  of  the 
two  famous  Greek  authors,  Demofthenes  and 
Thucydides,  whofe  works,  as  I  have  before 
fufficiently  (hewn,    he  had  never  read  j   or  if 
he  had,  his  memory  muft  have  been  extreme- 
ly defeftive.     Thefe  he  lugged  in,  head  and 
fhoulders,  on  all  occaiions.  Did  he  talk  of  his 
improvements  at  Palmerftown,  of  tranfa&i- 
ons  in  parliament,  or  at  the  bar,  of  his  friend 
Blacquiere,  or  the  Miftrefs   of  Blacquiere, 
his  own  honoured  patronefs,  or  of  any  fub- 
je<fl  whatfoever  ?  Demofthenes  and  Thucydi- 
des  began   or    ended    each    fentence  ;     yet 
he  had  neither  the  ingenuity  nor  induftry  of 
the  learned  critick,  defcribed  in  Swift's  Rhap- 
fody  on  Poetry  :  *  he  never  ventured  to  quote 

any 

*  Sometime*  a  learn'd  critick  dupes  us, 

With  fliam  quotations,  peri  upfous ;  Then 
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any  paflage  out  of  thefe  authors,  tho'  I  ob- 
ferved  he  had  an  Englifh  tranflation  of  Thu- 
cydides  in  his  chamber,  probably  he  had  ne- 
ver taken  the  trouble  of  reading  even  that  : 
but  tho'  Demofthenes  and  Thucydides  were  his 
coral  and  bells;  yet  he  fometimes  played  with 
more  dangerous  things,  and  flourifhed  them 
to  the  infinite  detriment  of  the  College.  To 
difplay  his  own  profound  knowledge,  he 
fuggefted  to  every  creature,  who  enjoyed  the 
happinefs  of  an  eafy  familiarity  with  him, 
the  ambubaiarum  Collegia,  buffoons,  mimicks, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  that  the  under-graduate  courfe 
of  education,  in  the  College,  was  very  defec- 
tive in  refpedt  to  the  cultivation^  of  the  Belles 
Lettres,  and  fuch  of  the  ambubaice,  as  had 
been  bred  at  a  grammar  fchool,  actuated  by 

the 

Then,  left  with  Greek  he  over  run  ye, 
Procure  the  book  for  love  or  money 
Tran dated  from  Boileau's  tranflation, 
And  quote  quotation  on  quotation. 

Rhapfody  on  Poetry. 

f  He  has  lately  caufed  an  advenifement  to  be  inferred  in  the 
publick  print?,  figned  by  the  Senior  Le&urer,  but  of  his  own 
penning  ;  as  the  barbarous  ftyle  of  it  fufficiently  demonstrates ; 
for  he  is  as  ignorant  of  the  grammatical  part  of  his  own,  as  of 
any  other  language;  and  is  unable  to  write  a  fingle  line  of 
Englifh:  in  this  he  fets  forth,  that  a  critical  claffical  exami- 
nation, was  for  the  future  to  be  held  annually  in  the  College, 
and  premiums  to  be  diftributed  to  the  beft  anfwerers.  This 
publication  ferved  two  purpofes ;  one,  to  deceive  the  uninform- 
ed multitude  into  an  opinion,  that  he  was  making  improve- 
ments in  the  courfe  of  education  in  the  College  ;  the  other, 
that  the  ftudy  of  the  clafficks  had  been  neglecled  there,  before 
his  promotion.  Both  thefe  opinions  are  injurious  to  the  College, 
and  can  be  fupported  only  by  falfehood  and  mifreprefentation. 
The  highefl  encouragements  had  been,  ever  lince  the  founda- 
tion 
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the  fame  vanity,  fuggefted  to  him  fome  alte- 
ration or  other,  which  he  greedily  adopted  as 
his  own,  immediately  propofed  it  at  the  board, 
and  recommended  it  as  a  confiderable  im- 
provement. Some  of  the  board,  whom  he 
had  gained  over  to  his  intereft  by  the  means  I 
(hall  hereafter  mention,  dsfirous  to  make 
their  court,  by  indulging  his  innovating  hu- 
mour, applauded,  in  the  moft  fulfome  manner, 
every  alteration  he  propofed  :  Dr.  Leland  par- 
ticularly was  always,  on  fuch  occafions,  a  fa- 
cie jaftare  manus,  laudare  parafus.-^  His 
projected  improvements,  however,  were  fel- 
dom  abfolutely  adopted  by  the  board,  but  lay 
over  for  further  confideration  :  the  only 
thing,  generally,  effected  by  the  Provoft,  was 
to  prevail  fo  far,  that  the  Greek  and  Latin 
authors  hitherto  appointed  to  be  read  by  each 
clafs,  preparatory  to  their  refpective  quarter- 
ly examinations,  were  repudiated,  and  no 
others  fubftituted  in  their  places ;  or  at  leaft 
fuch  as  were  liable  to  change  by  the  Senior 
Lecturer,  at  every  quarterly  examination. 
And  Dr.  Leland,  who  had  been.  Senior  Lec- 
turer for  a  confiderable  time,  never  thought 
fit  to  afcertain  the  books  which  were  to  be 
read  by  the  Students  of  each  clafs,  previous 

to 

tion  of  the  College,  held  fortfi  to  the  proficients  in  claffical 
erudition.     Scholarfhips  and   natives  places,   the  next  emolu- 
ments to  fellow/hips,  were  appropriated  to  their  reward  and 
encouragement,  anddiftributed  on  annual  examinations. 
f  With  voice  fonorous,  and  extended  hands, 
Ready  to  flatter. 
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to  each  examination,  or  declined  doing  fo, 
until  examinations  were  fo  near,  that  a  fuffi- 
cient  time  was  not  left  for  the  Students  to 
prepare  themfelves  by  ftudying  the  books  ap- 
pointed to  be  read.  Incertainty  has  been 
the  mother  of  idlenefs,and  the  under-gradu- 
ates,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  have  read 
few  of  the  clafficks  for  this  year  part  and  up- 
wards, to  their  irreparable  lofs:  fo  much 
eafier  it  is  to  demolifli  than  build  !  J  The 
writer  of  the  life  of  that  learned  and  pious 
prelate  Dr.  Bedell,  Bifliop  of  Kilmore, 
obferves,  that  when  he  was  appointed  Pro- 
voft  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  before  his 
eleftion  to  the  Bifliop's  Bench,  he  fpent  a 
whole  year  in  obferving  and  ftudying  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  College,  then  in  its  infancy, 
before  he  attempted  to  make  the  lead  altera- 
tion, although  he  was  one  of  the  moft  learn- 
ed men  of  his  age,  had  been  educated  in 
the  Univeriity  of  Cambridge,  where  he  had 
fpent  great  part  of  his  life,  and  was  elecfted 
Provoft,  by  the  intereft  of  Archbifliop  Ufli- 
er,  for  the  very  purpofe  of  new-modelling 
the  courfe  of  education  :  fuch  was  the  cau- 
tion and  modefty  of  that  venerable  Bifliop  ! 
Mr.  Hutchinfon,  no  member  of  any  Col- 
lege, 

%  Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  College,  when  I  refigned  my  fel- 
low/hip, in  June  1776  :  whether  this  has  been  fince  remedied 
or  not,  I  cannot  certainly  tell  ;  but  lam  inclined  to  believe  that 
things  remain  in  the  fame  flate. 
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lege,  and  abfolutely  illiterate,  procures  the 
Provoftftiip,  by  the  corruption  of  a  Lord 
Lieutenant's  Secretary,  at  a  time  when  the 
College  had  arrived  at  maturity,  when  it  was 
filled  with  men  of  learning  and  abilities,  when 
its  courfe  of  education  was  in  fuch  efteem, 
that  it  was  thought  worthy  of  imitation,  by 
the  governors  of  fome  of  the  moft  diftinguifh- 
ed  feminaries;  *  and  propofes  more  alterations 
in  this  courfe  of  education,  in  the  firft  half 
year  after  his  appointment,  than  had  been 
made  in  a  whole  century  before  ;  thenpub- 
liihes  pompous  accounts  of  them,  in  fwarms 
of  pamphlets  and  advertifements.  What  a 
contraft  !  But  fuch  condudt  is  not  furprifing. 
Empyricks  and  mountebanks  are  always  more 
defperate  and  noify  than  fkilful  phyficians. 

Mr.  Hutchinfon's  management  of  the  Col- 
lege-funds comes  next  to  be  conlidered;  for 
I  {hall  delineate  the  outlines  of  his  whole 
condufl:  in  the  government  of  the  College, 
before  I  paint  his  particular  behaviour  to  in- 
dividuals. Whilft  the  bargain  and  fale,  rela- 
tive to  the  Provoftfhip,  was  in  agitation  be- 
tween him  and  the  fecretary  ;  the  latter,  like 
a  true  jockey,  to  raife  the  terms  of  purchafe, 
had  reprefented  the  Provoftfhip  as  much  more 
valuable  than  it  really  was.  When  Mr.  Hut*? 
chinfon  came  to  know  its  real  value,  he  com- 
plained 

*  Some  Colleges  in  Oxford  have  eftablifhed  quarterly  exami- 

rions.  on  thp  nlan  nf  thnfe  eftahliftied  in  TrinitV  College.  Dublin, 
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plained  loudly  that  he  had  been  bitten :  but, 
however,  to  make  the  beftof  a  bad  bargiin, 
he  fet  himfelf  vigoroufly  to  inquire  into  the 
circumflances  of  the  College-eftate.  The  re- 
venues of  the  College  were  amply  furficient 
to  fupport  the  foundation;  there  was  befides 
a  confiderable  annual  faving  ;  and  the  board 
heretofore,  from  time  to  time,  railed  the  rents 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  increafe  of  their 
yearly  income  bore  a  juft  proportion  to  the 
decreafe  of  the  value  of  money,  or,  what  is 
the  fame  thing,  to  the  increafe  of  value  of  all 
neceflary  commodities.  But  the  children  of 
this  world  are  wiler  in  their  generation  than 
the  children  of  light.  Mr.  Hutchinfon  could 
eafily  fee  that  the  more  he  increafed  the  rents 
of  the  College,  the  greater  would  be  his  own 
income.  The  renewal  fines  always  rife  in 
proportion  with  the  rent,  and  are  divided 
into  nine  parts  ;  two  of  thefe  parts  go  into 
the  Provoft's  pocket,  and  one  into  that  of 
each  Senior  Fellow  ;  befides  he  confidered, 
if  he  could  raife  the  annual  income  greatly 
beyond  the  expenfes  of  the  College,  he  might, 
by  force  of  mifreprefentation,  and  by  the  fa- 
vour of  the  crown,  the  founder  and  patron  of 
the  College,  obtain  a  large  part  of  this  re- 
dundancy to  himfelf,  as  an  additional  falary; 
or,  perhaps,  procure  an  alienation  of  part  of  it, 
to  fome  of  his  children  :  and  therefore,  tho' 
the  increafe  of  rents  was,  at  the  time  of  his 
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appointment,    the  common  calamity  of  the 
tenantry  of  this  nation,    and  had  caufed  dan- 
gerous infurrections   (particularly  in  the  nor- 
thern parts,    where  the  College  had  large  ef- 
tates)  which  were  followed  by  migrations  of 
thoufands  of  the  peafants  and  manufacturers 
to  America,  yet,  in  this  very  feafon  of  difcon- 
tent  and  diftrefs,  did  he  refolve  to  increafe  the 
rents  of  the  College-lands.     There  had  been 
a  general  furvey  and  valuation  of  thefe  eftates 
in  the  year  1717-   The  value  of  lands  had  cer- 
tainly rifen  greatly    fince  that  period  :    but 
the  board  had,  in  all  their  late  demifes,  con- 
fidered  the  value  of  all  their  eftates,  as  much 
greater  than  that  valuation  rated  them,    and 
increafed  their  rents  accordingly.     This  did 
not  content  him  :  he  caufed  a  new-furvey  and 
valuation  to  be  made,    which  coft  the  Col- 
lege near  two  thoufand  pounds :  this  furvey 
was    entirely  ufelefs,    the  former  being  ex- 
tremely accurate ;    and    it  was  projected  by 
him,  with  the  defign  of  racking  the  tenantry 
for  his  own  emolument.    It  had  indeed  been 
alleged,    by  way  of  apology  for  his  putting 
the  College  to  this  enormous  expenfe,    and 
in  defence  of  the  new  valuation,   that  feveral 
large  tracts   of  land,  which,   at  the  time  of 
the  former  furvey,    were  entirely  wafte  and 
uncultivated,    were  now  rendered  profitable 
by  the  induftry  of  the  under-tenants;    that 
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the  immediate  tenants  of  the  College  had  not 
been  at  any  expenfe  in  reclaiming  fuch 
grounds,  and  that  therefore  they  ought  now 
to  pay  rent  for  them,  as  well  as  for  the 
other  parts  of  the  College-lands,  which  they 
refpe&ively  held.  This  is  a  fpecious  way  of 
reafoning,  which  has  only  the  appearance 
of  ftrength  :  as  the  College,  like  other  ec- 
clefiaftical  corporations,  can  grant  no  leafe 
for  a  longer  term  than  21  years,  the  tenantry, 
without  fome  encouragement,  would  neglect 
the  improvement  of  the  land  :  hence,  as  well 
from  neceffity  as  principles  of  juftice,  one 
maxim  was  adopted,  viz.  in  the  valuation 
of  College-lands,  never  to  value  the  tenant's 
improvements  :  I  believe  it  will  be  hardly 
controverted,  that  the  reclaiming  of  barren 
land,  and  rendering  it  profitable,  is  an  im- 
provement ;  therefore,  this  argument,  in  fa- 
vour of  a  new  furvey,  has  no  weight.  It  ac- 
quires no  additional  ftrength  from  the  affer- 
tion,  that  the  immediate  tenant  of  the  Col- 
lege has  been  at  no  expenfe  in  this  improve- 
ment ;  for  the  tenant  and  under-tenant  are 
to  be  confidered,  by  the  landlord,  as  one  and 
the  fameperfon.  The  under-tenant  is,  in  re- 
fpedt  to  the  landlord,  as  it  were,  the  fervant  of 
the  immediate  tenant ;  for  whom  he  is  only 
anfwerable  to  the  landlord,  and  it  cannot  be 
alleged  that  the  landlord  has  been  at  the  ex- 
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penfe  of    making    the  improvement,    and 
therefore  he  ought  not,  in  juftice,  to  benefit 
further  by  it,  than  as  an  additional  fecurity 
to  him  for  the  punctual  payment  of  his  rent. 
Ecclefiaftical  corporations,    and  particularly 
the  College,  ought  to  confider  the  eftates  they 
poflefs,  not  as  the  private  property  of  the  in- 
dividuals which  compofe  them,  but  as  reve- 
nues with  which  they  are  endowed  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  to  enable  them  to  carry 
into  execution  the  purpofes,  for  which  they 
werefirft  inftituted  $  and  confequently  ought 
not  to  rack  their  tenantry,  to  pamper  the  lux- 
ury of  their  conftituent  parts,  when  the  rents, 
already  payable,  are  more  than  fufficient  to 
anfwer  all   the  ends  of  their  eftabli foment. 
But   Mr.  Hutchinfon  was  deaf  to  all  argu- 
ments,   againft    raifing    the    College- rents, 
arifing  either  from  juftice,  reafon,   or  pub- 
lick  convenience  $   and  abfolutely  refufed  re-* 
newing  any  College-leafe,    (no  leafe   being 
valid  without  his  confent)  but  on  the  terms 
of  a  great  increafe  in  the  rent.  The  immediate 
tenant  being  thus  loaded  with  an  heavier  rent 
than  heretofore,  and  unwilling  to  fubmit  to  a 
decreafe  of  his  profit,    raifed  the  rents  of  his 
under-tenants,    the  adtual  land-holders,   in 
proportion  :  and  hence  refulted  beggary,  dif- 
content,     and    migration,     throughout   the 
College-eftates,    without  any  benefit  what- 
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foever  to  the  fociety.     To  glofs  over  his  con- 
dud:,    in  this  particular,   he  alleges,  that  he 
has   many  fchemes   to  execute  for  the  im- 
provement of  the   College,    which  will  re- 
quire a  considerable  additional  income  :   but 
if  thefe  fchemes  are  the  whims,  of  which  he 
has  given  an  account  to  the  Publick,  in  the 
pamphlet   I  have  already   mentioned,   or  fi- 
milar  to  them,  they  are  not  only,  generally, 
ufelefs,   but  fome  ridiculous,  fome  mifchiev- 
ous,   and  others  impracticable.     And  if  Al- 
ma Mater  ever  happens  to  be  tricked  out  in 
fuch  frippery  attire,    (he  will  appear  more 
like  the  diffolute  and  abandoned  harlot,  than 
the  modeft,  fober  matron.  It  has  been  men- 
tioned,  and  truly,    that  the  buildings  in  the 
College  are  not  large  enough  to  fupply  lodg- 
ings  for  the  body,   and  that    fome   part  of 
them  are  decayed,  others  too  mean,  particu- 
larly the  chapel,    and  out  of  character  with 
the  reft  of  the  edifice.  Large  and  expenfive  ad- 
ditions and  repairs  are  certainly  neceffary  :  the 
parliament  had,   in  the  time  of  the  late  Pro- 
voft,   and    before,     granted  very  great  fums 
for  rebuilding  the  College,  and  no  lefs  a  fum 
than   £12,000  of  this  money  is  ftill  unex- 
pended :     this   fum  is   fufficient  to   rebuild 
the   chapel,     and   fuch    part    of    the   front 
court,  as  has  been   left  unfinifhed.     Build- 
ings  neceflary   for   the   accommodation    of 
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fuch  of  the  body,   as  want  of  lodgings  had 
excluded  from  refidence  within  the  College, 
may  be  ereded  out  of  the  prefent  redundan- 
cy of  the  annual  income,  and  other  funds  in 
the  poffeffion  of  the  College,   and  this  re- 
dundancy, by  the  wife  and  juft  provifions  of 
the  board  before  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  appoint- 
ment,   and  without  the  aid  of  his  exactions 
on  the  tenants,  was  every  day  increafing: 
fome  time  before  the  late  Provoft's  death, 
it  was  agreed  upon  by  the  Board,  to  eredt  an 
additional  building,  the  eftimate  of  the  ex- 
penfe  of  which  did  not  amount  to  £4000, 
which  would  have  conveniently  lodged  fifty 
Students  and  two  Fellows.     The  erection  of 
this  building  was  prevented  by  Mr.  Hutch- 
infon,    becaufe  its    intended  fituation  pre- 
cluded  it  from  ever  forming  any  part  of  a 
new  regular  Court.     However  it  is  evident 
from  this  eftimate,  that  the  fum  of  /8ooo 
would  fupply  the  expenfe  of  eredling  build- 
ings fufficient  to  afford  lodgings  to  all  Stu- 
dents now  excluded,  who  are  defirous  of  re- 
fiding  in  the  College:   their  number  not  ex- 
ceeding  one  hundred;    as  many  Students 
chufe  to  refide  in  town  with  their  parents 
and  friends.     The  fym  already  faved  out  of 
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the  College  income,  the  accruing  favings, 
and  a  very  large  fum  of  Money  bequeathed 
to  the  College  by  Provoft  Baldwin,  compofe 
a  fund  more  than  doubly  fufficient  to  fup- 
port  this  expenfe :   fo  that  the  reafons  ad- 
vanced by  Mr.  Hutchinfon  and  his  adherents, 
for  the  neceflity  of  raifing  the  College  rents, 
in   a   much  greater    proportion   than    was 
heretofore  ufual,  particularly  at  fo  calami- 
tous a  feafon,  are  all  weak  and  fallacious : 
the  real  motive  of  his  condud  in  this  ref- 
ped,  is,    the  emolument  of  himfelf  and  his 
family.     After  he  had  procured  the  confent 
of  the  Board  to  the  execution  of,  the  new 
furvey  and  valuation,  which  coft  the  College, 
as  I  before  mentioned,   about  £200©,  he  in- 
formed them,    that  the  Provoft's  houfe  was 
too  fmall  for  his  accommodation,  and  re- 
quefted  that  they  wou'd  agree  to  defray  the 
expenfe  of  an  enlargement  of  it,   which  he 
aflerted  would  not  coft  more  than  £300,  but 
which  I  believe  will  be  hardly  completed  for 
double  the  fum,  and  readily  obtained  their 
confent :  this  was  an  unneceffany  expenfe, 
for  the   Provoft's   houfe  was  althoft  new, 
fpacious  and  magnificent,  and  the  eredion 
of  it  coft  no  lefs  than  £  1 1 ,000,  fhortly  before 
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his  appointment.  His  next  job  was  the 
procuring  an  ample  yearly  penfion,  out  of 
the  College  funds,  for  one  of  his  dependants. 
This  man  is  named  Myers ;  he  had  been  a 
joiner  at  Whitehaven  in  England,  but  find- 
ing it  convenient  to  repair  to  Ireland,  he 
has  for  fome  years  refided  here:  Mr.  Hutch- 
infon  had  obtained  for  him  a  lucrative  place 
under  government,  as  an  architect,  and  he 
was  now  determined  that  he  fhould  fhare 
with  him  in  the  fpoils  of  the  College.  He 
celebrated  this  cabinet-maker's  fkill  in  archi- 
tecture to  the  Board  as  no  way  inferior  to 
that  of  Vitruvius,  Palladio,  or -Jones,  and 
defired  that  they  would  agree  to  his  being 
appointed  architect  to  the  College,  with 
an  annual  falary :  it  was  objected,  that 
there  were  no  buildings  then  erecting  in  the 
College,  and  that  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  appoint  a  falary  for  an  architect,  or  rather 
an  overfeer,  when  the  work  was  actually 
commenced.  This  was  a  reafonable  objec- 
tion, as  it  has  been  agreed  at  the  Board  to 
employ  JSir  William  Chambers,  to  draw  a 
plan  of  the  intended  buildings,  but  it  was 
quickly  overruled,  and  as  it  was  afferted 
by  the  Provoft,  that  5  per  cent,  on  the  mo* 
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ney  expended  in  building  was  ufually  al- 
lowed to  the  architect,  his  propofal  that 
Myers  fhould  be  paid  an  annual  falary  of 
£150  by  the  College,  in  lien  of  fuch  allow- 
ance, was  agreed  to ;  and  this  man  has  en- 
joyed the  falary  now  for  two  years  and  up- 
wards, although  no  building  whatfoever  has 
been  carried  on  in  the  College  during  that 
time,  except  the  addition  to  the  Provoft's 
houfe,  which  by  eftimate  is  to  coft  but  £300. 
It  isneceffary  to  remark,  that  the  moft  opu- 
lent and  refpedable  architect  in  Dublin  in  his 

time,   the  late Darley  efq.  received  but 

£60  per  annum  from  the  College  for  fuper- 
intending  the  College  buildings  and  £20 
per  annum  for  reviewing  the  wrorkrnens  ac- 
counts, at  a  time  when  the  front  court  was 
rebuilding,  and  when  forty  thoufand  Pounds, 
the  bounty  of  parliament,  were  expended  on 
it;  which falaries  were  flopped  immediately, 
when  the  progrefs  of  the  work  was  inter- 
rupted :  and  alfo,  that  Myers's  annual  falary 
is  nearly  fourtimes  as  much  as  the  falary  of  a 
junior  Fellow,  and  much  greater  tfian  that 
of  a  fenior  Fellow.  But  this  man  is  nfcful 
to  the  Provoft  :  he  retains  him  as  a  witnefs, 
and  conftantly  fends  for  him,  when  he  is 
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about  performing  any  adtion,  for  which  he 
is  likely  to  be  cenfured,  or  called  to  account, 
that  he  may  have  the  benefit  of  his  friend- 
ly teftimony  on  the  occafion.  As  Mr, 
Hutchinfon  obferved,  with  a  very  curious 
eye,  even  the  moft  minute  things  belonging 
to  the  College,  which  he  might  convert  to 
his  advantage;  he  did  not  overlook  the 
College  plate;  of  this  there  was  a  very  con- 
fiderable  quantity,  confifting  chiefly  of  large 
pieces,  the  donations  of  feveral  benefactors, 
whofe  names  and  arms  were  engraved  on 
the  pieces  refpedtively :  He  immediately  for- 
med the  fcheme  of  converting  this  plate  into 
an  elegant  table  fervice  for  himfelf,  and 
employed  his  trufty  friend  Do£tor  Leland  to 
propofe  at  the  Board,  that  the  plate  fhould 
be  all  melted  down,  and  worked  into  a 
modern  table-fervice ;  with  which  motion 
(as  it  was  ftrongly  fnpported  by  the  Provoft) 
the  Board  complied.  The  new  falhioning 
of  it  put  the  College  to  the  expenfe  of  near 
four  hundred  pounds,  and  when  the  work 
was  finifhed,  the  plate  was  carried  to  the 
Provoft's  country-houfe  at  Palmerftown, 
where  it  has  been  fince  conftantly  ufed  at 
his  table.  How  conformable  this  conduct  is 
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to  the  injundions  of  the  ftatutes,  any  one 
may  judge  from  the  following  tranflation  of 
aclaufe  in  the  igth  chapter    '"  let  .gold  and 
"  filver  veflels    and  every  thing  elfe  which 
"  is  precious,   and  is    not   in  daily  ufe,  be 
"  preferved  in  the  common  cheft,   and  let 
"  them  be  never  taken  out  of  it  unlefs  the 
"  articles  which  are  taken  out  be  written 
^<c  down  in  another  regifter,  to  be  kept  by 
<f  the  Provoft,   by  the  hand  of  the  perfon 
"  who  takes  them  out,  and  unlefs  a  proper 
"  fecurity  for  the  indemnity  of  the  College  * 
<c  be  given."   Dodor  Andrews,  the  late  Pro- 
voft, fometimes  ufed  part  of  this  plate  at 
his  table,  but  it  was  in  the  College,  from 
which  he  never  removed  it,  nor  did  he  ever 
alter  its  fafhion,    efface  the  memorials  of 
the   donors,   and    obliterate  the  marks  by 
which  it   might  be  known   to  be  College 
property.      What  fecurity  the  College  has 
for  the  faithful  return  of  this  plate,  in  cafe 
of  Mr.  Hutch irlfon's  death,  I  know  not;  but 
it  is  pretty  certain  that  it  is  very  fcanty  and 
precarious,    if  there  is  any  at   all.     I  fhall 
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conclude  this  account  of  his  management 
of  the  property  of  the  College  with  a  hint 
to  the  reader,  to  compare  the  feveral  fads  I 
have  ftated  relative  to  his  adminiftfati- 
on  of  that  property,  with  a  part  of  the 
Provoft's  oath  which  prefcribes  a  rule  for 
his  condud  in  that  particular.  Mr.  Hutch- 
infon  obferved  too,  with  even  a  microfcopick 
exadnefs,  every  minute  thing  belonging  to 
the  College,  which  could  in  any  fhape,  or 
by  any  means,  be  turned  to  the  emolument 
of  his  dependants.  The  place  of  cook  to 
the  College,  fome  time  after  his  appoint- 
ment, became  vacant.  He  had  in  his  fer- 
vice  a  Swifs  or  a  Frenchman  called  Auguftin 
Gaure,  or  Gare ;  this  fellow,  as  I  have  been 
well  informed,  was  brought  up  to  the  trade 
of  a  hair-drefler,  but  he  ferved  the  Provoft 
in  the  double  capacity  of  houfe-fteward  and 
butler,  and  his  wife  was  a  fort  of  an  upper 
fervant  and  confidante  to  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  : 
the  Provoft  had  taken  care  to  procure  him 
a  poft  in  the  revenue,  probably  in  lieu  of 
wages,  and,  immediately  after  his  own  ap- 
pointment to  the  Provoftfhip,  promoted  him 
to  the  place  of  beadle  of  the  Univerfity, 
Worth  about  £20  per  annum.  The  duty  of 
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his  employment  in  the  revenue  required  his 
whole  time  and  attention,  if  executed  pro- 
perly ;  for  he  is  an  officer,  whofe  ftation  is 
at  Palmerftown,  about  three  miles  from 
Dublin,  to  prevent  fmuggling  by  land-car- 
riage. On  the  death  of  the  late  College- 
cook,  the  Provoft  immediately  recommended 
Gare  to  the  Board,  as  a  proper  perfon  to 
fucceedhim;  and  he  was  appointed,  tho* 
fome  men  regularly  educated  to  the  trade  of 
cookery,  and  well  recommended,  had  offered 
themfelves  candidates  for  the  place :  and  now 
the  lift  of  Mr.  Gare's  promotions  is  almoft  as 
bulky  as  that  of  his  patron.  This  hair- 
dreffer  is  houfe-fteward  and  butler  to  the 
Provoft,  (for  thefe  employments  he  ftill  ex- 
ercifes  with  as  much  attention  as  ever)  cook 
to  the  College,  beadle  to  the  Univcrfity,  and 
a  land-carriage  officer  in  his  Majefty's  re- 
venue, whofe  ftation  is  at  leaft  five  miles 
from  the  College.  It  has  been  alleged  in 
parliament  by  the  fervants  of  the  Crown,  as 
a  reafon  for  demanding  additional  fbpplies, 
and  creating  new  taxes,  that  the  revenue  of 
this  kingdom  has  of  late  years  fallen  fhort  of 
its  ufual  amount:  if  the  fad  be  true,  jtmay 
very  eafiiy  be  accounted  for,  by  fuppofrng 
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that  the  coinmiffioners  of  the  revenue  ap- 
point officers,  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  collec- 
tion of  it,  equally  unable  to  attend  their 
d.uty  with  Mr.  Gare :  the  execution  of  his 
duty  of  cook  alone  (if  duly  performed)  with- 
out taking  into  confideration  the  duties  of 
his  employments  of  houfe-fteward,  butler, 
and  beadle,  being  fufficient  to  confume  his 
whole  time  and  attention,  and  he  is  pretty 
well  paid  for  his  trouble  by  the  emoluments 
of  the  place,  which  amount  to  £200  per 
annum. 

To  perfons  unacquainted  with  the  confti- 
tution  of  this  College  it  may  appear  furprif- 
ing,  that  Mr.  Hutchinfon  has  been  able  to 
prevail  on  the  majority  of  the  Board  to  con- 
cur in  fo  many  things,  evidently  injurious 
and  difgraceful  to  the  Society:  but  it  muft 
be  confidered,  that  a  moft  enormous  power, 
both  in  rewarding  and  punifhing,  is  given  to 
the  Provoft  by  the  ftatutes,  and  that  this 
power,  formidable  in  itfelf,  muft  acquire 
tenfold  ftrength,  if  placed  in  the  hands  of 
a  man  void  of  confcience,  honour,  or  under- 
(landing.  Good  fenfe  may  fometimes  reftrain 
a  wicked  tyrant  from  outrageous  exertions  of 
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his  power ;  and  hence  has  arifen  the  obfer- 
vation,  the  truth  of  which  experience  has 
proved,  that  the  greateft  mifchiefs  have  been 
executed  by  Fools  ;  as  weapons  in  the  hands 
of  a  mad  man  are  more  dangerous,  than 
when  they  are  wielded  by  men  in  their  reafon. 
This  confideration  alone  may  account  for  the 
complaifance  of  the  Board  to  Mr.  Hutchinfon  j 
but  he  made  ufe  of  other  engines  alfo,  to  fe- 
cure  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  its 
Members  with  his  meafures  :  fome  of  them 
had  been  privately  married,  before  he  was 
appointed  Provoft,  and  there  is  a  claufe  in 
the  yth  chapter  of  the  ftatutes,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  exa£t  tranflation:  "  If  it  be 
"  found  out,  that  any  of  the  Fellows  or 
**  Scholars  has  taken  a  wife,  or  contracted 
"  matrimony  with  any  woman,  it  is  our 
"  pleaiure  that  he  be  deprived  of  all  Right 
"  of  the  Society."  This  claufe  kept  them  in 
continual  apprehenfion  of  a  difcovery  of  their 
marriages,  and  caufed  them  to  entertain,  with 
the  higbcft  delight,  any  hopes  whatfoever  of 
a  mitigation  of  the  feverity  of  the  ftatute  in 
this  particular.  Thefe  hopes  and  fears  Mr. 
Hutchinfoa  turned  to  his  own  advantage. 
His  emiffaries,  and  even  his  wife  and  family, 
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denounced  vengeance  publickly  againft  all 
married  Members  of  the  College  who  fhould 
prefume  to  oppofe  him  :  and  he  himfelf  ap- 
plied to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  procured 
a  difpenfation  (by  virtue  of  the  Crown's  dif- 
penfing  power  referved  in  the  College  char- 
ter) to  fhield  Doctors  Leland  and  Dabzack, 
two  of  his  moft  aftive  fervants,  whofe  fer- 
vices  even  outftripped  and  prevented  hisde^ 
fires,  from  the  penalty  annexed  to  marriage 
by  the  ftatutes,  with  the  avowed  defign  of 
attacking  the  other  married  Members  of  the 
College,  when  he  had  fecured  his  own 
minions  from  danger.  This  defign  his  crea- 
tures have  fince  thought  fit  to  deny,  with 
what  degree  of  truth  the  reader  may  judge 
from  the  following  circumftances.  William 
Clement,  Efq;  M.  D.  the  prefent  Vice- 
provoft  of  the  College,  has  been  in  that 
ftation  for  four-and-twenty  years  paft;  it 
being  ufual  annually  to  elcd  the  Senior  of 
the  Senior  Fellows  into  that  place.  This 
gentleman  was  a  married  man  at  the  time  of 
Mr.  Hutchinfon's  promotion,  and,  being  a 
perfon  of  moft  unblemifhed  charaQer,  had 
been  elected,  in  two  fucceffive  parliaments, 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  city  of 
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Dublin  :     when    the    Provoft  .applied    to 
Earl    Harcourt    for    difpenfations     in    re- 
fpedl  to  marriage  for  Doctors  Leland   and 
Dabzack,  his  Excellency  told  him,  that  he 
\yould  procure  them,  but  that  he  muft  alfo 
procure  one  for  Doctor  Clement  at  the  fame 
time ;  he  was  induced  to  extend  the  privi- 
lege to  Doclor  Clement,  not  from  any  mo- 
tives of  regard,  but  merely  from   the   ap- 
prehenfion    of    popular  refentment,   if  he 
was  paffed  over   on  fuch  ah  occafion ;  for 
his  matrimonial  connexion  was  very  pub- 
lickly  known,  and  his  integrity  had  endeared 
him  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  who  would 
not  fail  to  refent  any  indignity  thrown   on 
their  favourite.     The  Provoft  oppofed  this 
refolution  in  favour  of  Doclor  Clement  with 
all  his  might ;  nothing  could  be  more  pre- 
judicial to  his  views  than  fuch  a  ftep  :    the 
Doctor  being  the  oldefl  Member  of  the  Board, 
and  a  man  of  dignity  and  weight,  was  a  fort 
of  check  to  his  career  of  deftrudion,  and  he 
had  formed  the  plan  of  awing  him  with  the 
terrors  of  the  ftatute  refpecling  marriage:  he 
had  even  carried  his  petulance  and  audacity 
fo  far,  as  once  to  reprove  this  venerable  old 
gentleman  for  being  abfent  from  chapel.  The 
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refolution  *  of  the  Viceroy,  therefore,  in  his 
favour,  filled  him  with  rage;  he  rernonftrated 
as  violently  as  he  dared,  but  the  Viceroy's 
determination  was  not  to  be  changed  ;  he 
told  him  that  he  would  procure  difpenfations 
for  the  three  or  for  none  :  and  Mr.  Hutchin- 
fon  was  at  length  obliged  to  acquiefce.  The 
fecurity  of  his  two  favourites  was  abfolutely 
neceffary,  and  there  were  other  Fellows,  tho* 
Dodor  Clement  fhould  be  placed  out  of  his 
reach,  who  would  be  left  expofed  to  the  ex- 
ertions of  his  vengeance  on  the  fcore  of  mar- 
riage. Exclufive  of  the  malignity  of  his  in- 
tention in  procuring  thefe  difpenfations.,  in 
what  light  muft  his  conduit  appear,  when 
compared  with  that  claufe  of  the  Provoft's 
oath  which  refpedls  difpenfations  ?  Such  a 
comparifon  will  dernonftrate,  that  no  confi- 
derations  are  fufficient  to  curb  him  in  the 
purfuit  of  his  revenge  or  intereft.  Another 
circumftance,  which  will  explain  his  intention 
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*  The  tranfadtions  between  Lord  Harcourtand  Mr.  Hutchin- 
fon,  on  this  occafion,  have  been  told  me  by  the  higheft  autho- 
rity in  this  kingdom,  excepting  the  prefent  Lord  Lieutenant ; 
but  the  reader  will  obferve,  that  they  do  not  admit  of  pofitive 
proof,  as  the  other  fa£ts,  I  have  fet  forth,  do  ;  being  tranfac- 
tions  which  Lord  Harcourt  and  Blacquiere  only  can  prove 
dircftly. 


in  procuring  thefe  difpenfations,  as  much  as 
his  oppofition  to  Dodlor  Clement's  being 
made  an  objed  of  his  Majefty's  favour,  is 
the  following  :  immediately  after  they  were 
granted,  and  before  any  account  of  them  had 
tranfpired,  a  gentleman,  high  in  office  under 
the  Crown,  and  in  the  greateft  confidence 
\vith  government,  defired  me  to  be  particu- 
larly careful  in  the  point  of  marriage,  as 
fome  defigns  of  a  dangerous  nature  were 
projedted  againft  me,  Mr.  Hutchinfon  and  I 
being  then  on  very  ill  terms,  and  this  gen- 
tleman, from  rumour,  fufpeding  that  I  was 
obnoxious  to  his  power  on  that  account: 
And  the  Attorney  general,  under  the  fame 
perfuafion,  fhortly  afterwards  fent  for  me, 
and  told  me  that  he  would  exert  his  intereft 
to  obtain  a  fimilar  difpenfation  for  me  :  I 
declined  his  kind  offices  in  my  own  behalf, 
but  took  the  opportunity  of  recommending 
to  his  protection  three  of  the  Junior  Fellows, 
whom  I  knew  to  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  a 
favour,  and  whom  I  then  thought  to  be  the 
only  Members  of  the  College  in  that  predi- 
cament: with  one  of  thefe  gentlemen  he  was 
not  acquainted,  and  very  flightly  with  the 
others  \  but  his  pwn  benevolence,  and  their 
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danger,  were  fufficient  incentives  to  induce 
him  to  exert  his  influence  -y  he  folicited  and 
obtained  fimilar  difperifations  for  them, 
maugre  all  the  oppofition  given  by  the 
Provoft  and  his  Patrons  to  this  meafure  in 
England :  And  thus  thefe  gentlemen  were 
favedfrom  ruin,  to  the  infinite  mortification 
of  him  and  his  partifans,  who,  though  they 
could  not  at  the  time  conceal  their  grief  and 
difappointment,  yet  have  the  impudence 
now  to  deny  the  defign  of  ruining  the  mar- 
ried Fellows,  when  the  execution  of  fuch  a 
fcheme  is  no  longer  in  their  power  :  thus 
the  garb  of  innocence  is  affumed  by  the  ma- 
licious, becaufe  they  are  impotent.  Whe- 
ther difpenfetions,  in  refped  of  marriage, 
be  hurtful  or  not  to  the  intereft  of  the  Col- 
lege, has  been  a  point  much  agitated  ;  but 
without  confidering  the  Provoft's  defigns, 
and  the  breach  of  his  duty  in  procuring 
them,  I  can  point  out  one  great  mifchief  to 
the  College,  which  is  a  confequence  of  this 
meafure  5  the  Senior  Fellows,  defirous  of 
marrying,  were  heretofore  very  ready  to 
accept  of  fuch  benefices,  in  the  patronage 
of  the  College,  as  became  vacant,  and  on 
fuch  preferments  to  refign  their  Fellowships, 
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by  which  means  the  Junior  Fellows  fucceeded 
into  their  places  according  to  their  rank* 
Thefe  difpenfations  to  the  dodors  Leland 
and  Dabzack  will  prevent  their  ever  quitting 
the  College,  few  livings  in  the  gift  of  the 
Society  being  equally  valuable  with  a  fenior 
Fellowship ;  and  if  the  Provoft  fhould  pro- 
cure fimilar  difpenfations  for  all  perfons,  who 
lhall  in  time  fucceed  to  fenior  Fellowfhips, 
and  fliew  themfelves  as  alert  in  his  fervice, 
as  thefe  two  gentlemen,  the  Board  will 
fhortly  be  compofed  of  his  creatures  only, 
who  will  hold  their  places  Tor  their  lives. 
The  ufe  he  will  make  of  fuch  a  Board,  the 
reader,  from  what  I  have  already  fet  forth, 
may  eafily  conjeclure  ;  it  is  true,  benefices 
in  the  gift  of  the  College  will  be  frequently 
conferred  on  junior. Fellows,  but  the  king- 
dom will  be  materially  injured,  by  the  ruin 
of  its  only  Seminary  of  learning,  which  will 
be  thus  delivered  up  to  a  garbled"  junto, 
whofe  leader,  by  allowing  a  fmall  portion  of 
the  emoluments  to  his  crew,  will  be  enabled 
to  convert  almofl  its  whole  property  to  his 
own  purpofes.  The  Board  from  fuch  mo- 
tives, and  by  fuch  means  as  I  have  men- 
tioned, being  rendered  obedient  to  his  dic- 
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tates  in  moft  things,  he  feized  the  oppor- 
tunity, during  the  firft  Chriftmas  vacation 
after  his  appointment,  when  the  reverend 
Do&or  Kearney  and  I  were  in  the  country, 
and  Dodlor  Forfayeth  (for  whom  he  had  pro- 
cured  a   church   living  from  government, 
concerning  which  I  fhall  have  occafion  to 
ipeak  hereafter)  was  a  member  of  the  Board, 
on  account  of  our  abfence,  to  draw  up,  and 
read  to  the  Board,  a  moft  fulfome  eulogium 
of  himfelf,    which  he  requefted    that   the 
Board  would  approve  of,  and  infert  in  the 
College  regiftry   as  their  a£t :  A  great  ma- 
jority of  them  being  then  his  creatures,  the 
few,  whodifapproved  of  fuch  a  meafure,  were 
fllent;   the  panegyrick  was  inferted,  and  is  a 
rare  monument  as  well  of  his  cunning,   as 
his  impudence. 

Having  thus  faithfully  ftated  Mr.  Hutch- 
infon's  conduit  in  the  government  of  the 
College,  and  the  adminiftration  of  its  reve- 
nues, and  property,  1  fhall  lay  before  the 
publick  a  few  inftances  of  the  behaviour  of 
him  and  his  partifans  to  particular  members 
of  the  fociety,  which  will  ferve  further  to 
Uluftrate  the  man's  temper  and  defigns,  and 

N  explain 


explain  and  prove  feveral  of  my  aflertions 
in  refped  to  the  motives  of  his  condu6h  I 
fhall  begin  with  an  account  of  his  behaviour 
to  — —  Prefton,  matter  of  arts.  This  gen- 
tleman was  one  of  the  unfuccefsful  candi- 
dates for  a  Fellowfhip,  at  the  election  which 
happened  immediately  previous  to  the  pro- 
motion of  Mr.  Hutchinfon :  on  the  examina- 
tion which  preceded  that  eleflion,  Mr. 
Prefton  and  four  others  appeared  as  candi- 
dates, though  there  was  but  one  vacancy. 
All  the  five  difplayed  fuch  learning  on  this 
examination,  that  the  whole  audience  re- 
gretted the  impoffibility  of  rewarding  them 
all,  fuitably  with  their  merit :  one  only 
could  fucceed.  Mr.  Prefton  determined  on 
the  next  eledtion  again  to  aim  at  the  attain- 
ment of  that  preferment,  to  which  his 
learning  and  induftry  gave  him  fo  reafona- 
ble  a  claim:  Above  four  months  before  the 
time  appointed  by  theftatutes,  for  thefilling- 
up  vacant  Fellowfhips,  a  church  living  in 
the  patronage  of  the  College  became  vacant. 
On  the  vacancy  of  fuch  a  living,  it  is  the 
eftablifhed  cuftom,  for  the  Board  to  prefent 
fome  one  of  the  Fellows,  making  the  firft 
offer  to  the  fenior,  who,  when  he  is  infti- 
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tuted  and  inducted,  refigns  his  Fellowfhip. 
The  reverend  Doflor  Stokes  h^d  agreed  to 
accept  this  living;  but  as  it  is  ufual  to  per- 
mit the  Fellow,  who  accepts  of  a  vacant 
living,  to  remain  five  months  in  the  College 
after  the  vacancy,  before  it  is  expelled  that 
he  fhould  apply  for  inftitution  and  induction, 
dodor  Stokes's  Fellowfhip,  if  this  general 
ufage  was  to  be  exadtly  preferved  and  infifted 
on,  would  not  become  vacant  until  fome 
fhort  time  after  the  day  of  annual  election; 
the  merits  however  of  the  unfuccefsful  can- 
didates on  the  former  ele&ion,  every  one  of 
whom  had  determined  to  fuftain  another 
examination  on  any  future  vacancy,  in  hopes 
of  better  fortune,  had  been  fo  great  and  con- 
fpicuous,  that  the  Board  (Dodlor  Dabzack 
being  a  member  thereof)  determined  to  pre- 
fent  Doflor  Stokes  to  the  benefice,  fo  long 
before  the  time  of  the  annual  election  of 
Fellows,  as  that  he  might  procure  inftitution 
and  indu£tion,  arid  refign  his  Fellowship, 
before  that  time.  The  untimely  death  of 
the  reverend  Mr.  Shewbridge,  one  of  the 
junior  Fellows,  after  this  determination, 
made  an  unexpefted  vacancy.  One  of  the 
unfuccefsful  candidates,  on  the  former  exami- 
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nation,  had  fo  far  outftripped  his  competi- 
tors, that  it  was  morally  certain  he  would  be 
the  beft  anfwerer  on  the  approaching  one  5 
it  was  alfo  as  certain  that  Mr.  Prefton  would 
be  the  next  in  merit,  fo  that  if  there  fhould 
be  a  fecond  vacancy  he  would  be  ele£ted  a 
Fellow :  Unfortunately  for  Mr.  Prefton  he 
had  the  reputation  of  being  a  poet,  and  fame 
reported  him  to  be  the  author  of  fome  in- 
genious fatirical  pieces  ridiculing  the  Pro- 
voft's  abfurdities  j  he  affociated  alfo  with 
men,  who  did  not  favour  his  electioneering 
views :  thefe  were  circumftances  fufficient  to 
make  the  Provoft  his  implacable  enemy,  and 
though  he  had  no  foundation  for  his  refent- 
ment  againft  him  except  common  report,  he 
determined  that  Mr.  Prefton  fhould  not  be 
cleded  a  Fellow :  But  as  he  was  by  this  time 
become  extremely  unpopular,  he  was  afraid 
of  increafing  the  publick  indignation,  by  the 
open  exertion  of  his  negative  power  againft 
Mr.  Prefton :  He  determined  therefore  that 
Do£lor  Stokes  fhould  not  refign  his  Fellow- 
fhip  until  after  the  ele6tion$  although  it  had 
been  before  determined  that  he  fhould  refign 
before,  as  I  have  already  mentioned.   Exclu- 
five  of  his  influence  over  Do&or  Stokes,  who 
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was  a  married  man,  and  of  a  timid  difpofi- 
tion, -and  who,   if  he  had  not  been  in  fuch 
cirgumftances,  yet  might  be  juftly  afraid  to 
difoblige  him  on  this  occafion,  as  his  prefen- 
tation  could  not  be  valid  without  his  confent , 
he  had  a  ready  inftrument  in  dodor  Dabzack 
to  affift  in  the   execution  of  the  fcheme. 
This  gentleman,    on    Stokes's   refignaiion, 
was   to   fucceed  to  the   place  of  a  fenior 
Fellow,  being  fenior  of  the  juniors;  and  the 
Provoft  had  fo  contrived  matters,  that  Dab- 
zack  fhould  infift  on  enjoying  the  full  emolu- 
ments of  a  fenior  Fellow,  from  the  time  of 
Stokes's  resignation,   and  that  Stokes  fhould 
therefore  infift  on  retaining  his  Fellowship, 
until  the  laft  hour  which  cuftom  had  limited 
for  his  refignation;  unlefs  Dabzack,   if  he 
refigned  immediately,  would  confent  to  al- 
low him  thefe  emoluments,  as  if  he  had 
continued  a   Fellow,   until    the   cuftomary 
time  of  refignation.     This  fcheme  was  exe- 
cuted in  all  its  parts  ivith  great  formality; 
both  gentlemen  remained  obftinate  in  their 
demands;  dodor  Stokes's  Fellowfhip  was  not 
refigned  until  about  a  fortnight   after  the 
annual  time  of  election ;   and  Mr.  Prefton, 
who,  as  was  eafily  forefeen,  was  the  fecond 
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in  merit  on  the  examination,  was  debarred 
from  a  Fellowfhip,  for  the  attainment  of 
which  he  had  laboured  incefTantly  during  a 
courfe  of  fome  years,  and  to  which  his  great 
erudition,  unblemifhed  character,  and  inno- 
cence of  life,  moft  juftly  entitled  him ;  and 
a  Fellowfhip  remained  vacant  almoft  a  whole 
year  to  the  injury  of  the  College.     Dodor 
Stokes  had  fome  qualms  of  confcience  whilft 
this  fcheme  was  in  execution ;  he  made  a 
publick  offer  to  fubmit  his  claim  to  the  arbi- 
tration of  the  other  fenior  Fellows,  to  abide 
by  their  determination,  and  to  refign  his 
Fellowfhip,  previous  to  the  ele&ion ;   but 
this  offer  was  rejeded  by  dodtor  Dabzack, 
as  it  would  have  overturned  the  Provoft's 
project,   although,   if  his   claim  had    been 
eftablifhed  in  its  greateft  extent,  the  benefit 
refulting  to  him  would  not  amount  to  forty 
pounds,   and  as  Dodtor  Stokes  perfifted  in 
his  claim  (with  great  reafon  and  juftice  on 
his  fide,  if  the  matter  in  difpute  had  been 
confiderable  enough  to  warrant  his  retention 
of  his  Fellowfhip,  to  the  exciufion  of  a  man 
of  exemplary  merit  from  a  provifion  for  life) 
Dodor  Dabzack  did  not  gain  one  farthing 
but  aQed  gratuitoufly  in  this  fliameful  affair; 
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demonstrating  to  the  world,  that  the  Provoft 
exaded  the  fame  degree  of  obedience  from 
his  creatures,  which  the  prince  of  the  af- 
faffins  in  Paleftine  did  from  his  fubjedts, 
who  ftabbed  or  precipitated  themfelves  or 
others  according  to  his  orders.  The  Provoft 
himfelf  after  expofing  two  of  his  adherents 
to  publick  odium,  for  the  parts  they  had  a£l- 
ed,  did  not  reap  all  the  advantage  he  propofed 
to  himfelf  from  their  difgrace ;  becaufe  all 
perfons  acquainted  with  the  College  ftatutes 
well  knew,  that  it  lay  in  his  own  power  to 
compel  Dodtor  Stokes  to  refign  his  Fellow- 
fhip  at  any  time  he  thought  proper,  only  by 
declaring  that  if  he  did  not  immediately 
refign,  he  would  not  agree  to  his  prefenta- 
tion,  The  daily  enormities  of  Mr.  Hutch- 
infon  in  the  government  of  the  College,  his 
flagrant  violations  of  the  ftatutes,  and  op- 
preffion  of  individuals,  could  not  efcape  the 
obfervation  of  the  publick  5  fcarce  a  day 
pafled,  but  the  prefs  expofed  fome  inftance 
of  his  tyranny  and  injuftice.  Thefe  publi- 
cations tormented  him  ;  he  conceived  the 
moft  furious  projects  of  revenge  againft  the 
publifhers ;  and  though  he  had  began  this 
paper  war  himfelf,  by  an  effay,  fluffed  with 
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falfehoods,  and  figned  Moderator,  as  before 
mentioned,  printed  in  the  Hibernian  Journal, 
one  of  the  weekly  news-papers,  yet  he 
quickly  found  his  weaknefs  and  inferiority 
in  a  literary  combat,  and  had  fufficient 
caufe  to  repent  of  his  having  commenced 
hoftilities.  His  rage  and  folly  fuggefted 
many  fchemes  to  him  for  lilencing  the 
enemy's  batteries,  but  none  feemed  fo  effec- 
tual, or  fuited  fo  well  with  his  temper  and 
underftanding,  as  a  perfonal  attack  on  Mr, 
Michael  Mills,  the  printer  of  that  detefted 
journal.  In  a  dark  evening  in  winter,  a 
chofen  band  of  ruffians,  armed  with  fwords 
and  piftols,  fallied  forth  from  the  College,  to 
the  fhop  of  Mr.  Mills  in  Capel-Street,  in  the 
city  of  Dublin;  dragged  him  into  a  coach; 
conveyed  him  to  the  College;  knocked  him 
down  under  the  pump,  and  would  have 
certainly  murdered  him,  if  fome  of  the 
Students,  hearing  the  uproar,  had  not  ran 
out  of  their  chambers,  and  refcued  him 
from  thefe  affaflins,  who,  finding  their  wicked 
intentions  fruftrated,  made  their  efcapes ; 
they  did  not  however  retreat  with  fuch 
a&Tvity,  but  that  forfie  of  them  were  ob- 
ferved  and  known.  Mr.  Mills  complained 
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to  the  Board  of  this  daring  outrage ;  appeared 
and  proved  the  fa£t  againft  two  Students; 
one  of  whom  only  the  Provoft  would  fuffer 
to  be  academically  punifhed ;  the  other  was 
afterwards  indidted,  tried,  and  convided  for 
the  fad,  on  the  very  fame  evidence  which 
Mr.  Mills  had  given  at  the  Board,  and 
punifhed  by  the  juft  fentence  of  a  court  of 
law.  The  cafe  of  the  Student,  on  whom  the 
Provoft  thought  it  prudent  to  fuffer  an 
academick  punifhment  to  fall,  deferves  par- 
ticular notice :  he  was  an  idle,  thoughtlefs 
young  fellow,  of  but  middling  underftanding, 
and  was  rather  weak  than  wicked ;  -his 
idlenefs  had  incenfed  his  friends  on  whom 
he  depended  for  his  fupport,  having.no  fub- 
fiftence  whatfoever  but  from  their  bounty. 
He  had,  at  the  time  he  engaged  in  this 
enterprize,  no  means  of  reconciling  his 
friends  to  him,  or  of  procuring  any  future 
provifion  in  life,  except  the  obtaining  of  his 
degree  of  Batchelor  of  Arts,  for  which  he 
was  then  a  candidate  :  the  hopes  of  fuccefs 
were  faint,  his  idlenefs  having  in  a  good 
meafure  difabled  him  from  fuftaining  the 
examination,  which  always  precedes  the 
acquifition  of  a  Batchelor's  degree.  His 
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fituation  and  purfuits  were  well  under- 
ftood  in  the  College,  and  one  Anthony  Gor- 
don, a  fcholar  of  the  houfe,  in  great  con- 
fidence with  the  Provoft,  knowing  him  to  be 
a  flout  able  young  man,  and  being  defirous 
of  enlifting  him,  promifed,  in  the  Prdvoft's 
name,  that  if  he  would  engage  in  the  attack 
on  Mills,  the  degree  ihould  be  conferred  on 
him.  This  the  young  man  difcovered, 
after  the  fa<3  was  committed,  to  his  tutor, 
the  reverend  Mr.  Drought,  one  of  the  Fel- 
lows, and  Mr.  Drought  immediately  infor- 
med the  Provoft  of  Gordon's  promife,  who 
contented  himfelf  with  fending  Gordon, 
a  few  hours  after,  to  Mr.  Drought,  to  deny 
that  he  had  ever  made  fuch  a  promife  in 
the  Provoft's  name:  what  degree  of  credit 
is  due  to  Gordon's  teftimony,  the  publick 
may  judge.  The  young  fellow  afterwards 
fuftained  the  examination  for  his  degree, 
but  was  rejected  by  the  examiner  ;  the  Pro- 
voft at  the  Board,  in  fupport  of  Gordon's 
promife,  endeavoured  to  procure  him  his 
degree  notwithftanding ;  but,  being  inform- 
ed that  no  fuch  ftep  had  ever  been  taken  in 
the  College,  ordered  his  tutor  to  tell  him, 
that  if  there  had  been  any  example  of  a 
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perfon  in  his  circumftances  having  obtained 
a  degree,  he  ftiould  have  obtained  one,  and 
that  the  Board  did  not  refufe  him  his  de- 
gree,  on  account  of  the  academick  punifh- 
ment  he  had  fuffered   for  affaulting  Mills, 
but  for  want  of  fufficient  learning.      The 
punifliment  itfelf  was  of  an  extraordinary 
nature.     The  fentence,  infcrted  in  the  Col- 
lege regiftry,  contained  the  moft  virulent 
abufe  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  complainant,  and 
was  drawn  up  by  dodtor  Leland  ;   it  even 
juftified  the  aflault,  though  at  the  clofe  it 
contained  the  ufual  form  of  admonition: 
It  is  to  be  remarked  alfo,   that  the  Stucjent 
admonifhed  was  not  a  fcholar  of  the  houfe, 
and  therefore  had  no  vote  on  the  ele&ion 
of  members  of  parliament,  and  that  all  his 
friends,  and  connexions,  were  perfons,  who 
by  no  means  favoured  the  Provoft's  defigns. 
And  that  the  Student  *  acquitted   by   the 
Board,   or  rather  by  the  Provoft,  and  after- 
wards found  guilty  by  a  jury,  for  the  fame 
offence,  on  the  fame  evidence,  was  a  fcholar 
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of  the  houfe,  aftaunch  voter  for  theProvoft's 
fon,  and  all  his  friends  were  the  Provoft's 
creatures.  It  may  not  be  amifs  here  to 
ftate  feveral  outrages  committed  by  this 
gang,  and  the  countenance  and  protection 
the  members  of  it  received  from  the  Provoft, 
fince  I  have  entered  on  the  fubjeCt  ;  although 
other  inftances  of  his  condud,  which  I  (hall 
mention,  may  have  the  priority  in  point  of 
time.  On  the  day  of  eledion  of  members  of 
parliament,  the  Provoft  himfelf  being  the 
returning  officer,  two  of  the  choiceft  ruffi- 
ans, who  excelled  all  the  reft  in  favage  be- 
haviour and  brutality,  were  ftationed  in 
the  hall,  having  received  proper  inftruCtions 
for  their  condudt.  After  the  poll  had  been 
taken  by  the  Provoft,  and  many  of  the  voters 
had  left  the  hall,  the  Provoft  read  over  the 
lift  of  the  voters,  and  each  of  thefe  two 
men  made  objections  to  the  votes  of  feveral 
of  the  Fellows  and  fcholars,  though  no  ob- 
jedtion  had  been  made  when  they  refpec- 
lively  voted :  under  colour  of  thefe  objecti- 
ons, they  moft  villanoufly  traduced  the  cha- 
raClers  of  feveral  of, the  Fellows,  in  the 
oppofite  intereft  to  that  of  the  Provoft ; 
boldly  afferting  the  moft  fcandalous  falfe- 
hoods,  without  attempting  the  leaft  proof  of 
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them :  knowing  themfelves,  by  his  protedti- 
on,  fecure  from  any  Collegiate  punifhment; 
and  thinking  themfelves  fecure  from  adtions 
at  law,  as  well  by  the  provifions  of  the  fta* 
tutes,  which  forbid  all  fuits  at  law,  be- 
tween the  members  of  the  College,  without 
the  confent  of  the  Board ;  as  by  the  privi- 
leges of  voters  on  elections.  Their  flanders 
and  malignity  feemed  to  be  particularly 
levelled  at  the  reverend  Mr.  Torrens  and 
me.  One  of  them  had  the  infolence  to 
abufe  the  Attorney  general  in  a  grofs  man- 
ner to  his  face,  and  continued  this  abufe 
unreproved  by  the  Provoft.  The  reverend 
Mr.  Ellifon,  who  was  then  junior  Dean, 
(and,  from  his  office,  the  perfon  whofe  duty 
it  was  to  fuperintend  the  difcipline  of  the 
College)  though  he  had  voted  for  the  Pro- 
voft's  fon,  yet  could  not  contain  his  indig- 
nation at  the  indecency  of  this  conduft, 
not  of  the  ruffian,  for  he  was  only  ading 
the  part  affigned  him,  but  of  the  Provoft, 
who  thus  not  only  fuffered  one  of  the  moft 
refpedable  perfonages  in  the  whole  kingdom 
to  be  infulted,  but  was  really  guilty  of  the 
outrage  himfelf,  as  ft  was  offered  by  one 
of  his  own  party,  in  his  prefence,  and  evi- 
dently with  his  approbation,  He  exclaimed 
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"  that  the  fellow  deferved  to  be  turned  out 
"  of  the  hall  j"  on  which  the  Provoft,  in  a 
furious  manner,  vociferated,  "  who  will 
turn  him  out  ?"  to  which  Mr.  Ellifon  an- 
fwered  c«  I  will."  This  had  the  effedt  of 
immediately  flopping  the  further  effufion 
of  the  fellow's  venom  :  but  Mr.  Ellifon  did 
not  efcape  infult  afterwards  on  this  account. 
The  Provoft  was  obliged  to  repair  to  Cork, 
on  the  day  after  the  College  election,  he 
being  a  candidate  to  reprefent  that  city  in 
parliament,  and  the  election  there  demand- 
ing his  immediate  attendance.  He  had  not 
leifure  to  project  the  mode  of  infult  to  Mr. 
Ellifon  before  his  departure;  but  he  paid 
it  off  with  intereft  on  his  return:  in  two 
days  after  his  arrival  in  Dublin,  and  three 
weeks  after  the  eleftion  in  the  College, 
Mr.  Ellifon  received  a  letter,  figned  by  the 
ruffian  whom  he  had  reproved,  fluffed  with 
the  moft  opprobrious  epithets  -9  he  was  ho- 
noured with  the  titles  of  villanous  liar  and 
infamous  fcoundrel.  The  meannefs  of  the 
wretch,  whofe  fignature  it  bore,  rendered 
it  unworthy  of  any  notice  ^  but  the  ftyle 
of  it,  the  time  in  which  it  was  fent,  and 
the  Provoft's  behaviour,  on  Mr.  Ellifon's 
complaint  to  him  of  this  infult,  evidently 
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proved,  that  the  Provoft  himfelf  had  either 
written,  or  revifed  and  carefully  corrected 
it,  and  that  it  was  fent  by  his  directions. 
The  Provoft' s  agency  in  this  affair  is  ftill  ren- 
dered more  evident  from  the  confideration, 
that  no  fcholar  of  the  Houfe,  let  him  be 
ever  fo  brutal  and  defperate,  would  have 
ventured  to  write  fuch  a  letter  to  the  Junior 
Dean,  unlefs  he  had  been  well  affured  of 
protection  and  impunity,  which  he  knew 
the  Provoft  alone  could  fecure  to  him. 
Mr.  Ellifon  went  to  the  Provoft,  {hewed  him 
the  letter,  and  complained  of  the  infult :  he 
very  coolly  anfwered,  that  he  had  brought 
it  on  himfelf,  and  that  he  would  not  give 
him  any  fatisfa&ion  for  it :  but  in  a  few 
days  after,  finding  that  the  ftory  had  taken 
wind,  and  that  his  anfwer  to  Mr.  Ellifon 
was  juftly  confidered  as  an  avowal  that  he 
had  at  leaft  countenanced  the  bravo's  info- 
lence,  if  he  was  not  the  very  author  of  the 
letter,  he  fent  for  him  ;  told  him  that  he 
hoped  he  was  not  defirous  of  embroiling  him 
further  with  the  publick,  and  that  the  man. 
ihould  afk  his  pardon :  but  even  this  fatis- 
fadion  Mr.  Ellifon  has  never  fince  received. 
Such  is  the  treatment  which  has  been  given 
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to  a  clergyman,  a  Fellow  of  the  College, 
and  Junior  Dean,   by  a  fekolar,  under   the 
aufpices  of  the  Provoft !   Such  the  manner 
in  which  the  Provoft  fupports  the  difciplin< 
of  the  College  !     He  is  not  always  fo  remif? 
in   this  refped;  for,  under  the  pretence 
prefervation  of  difcipline,  he  caufed  a  flu- 
dent  to  be  publickly  admonifhed,   for  no 
other  crime,  but  his  calling  a  fcholar  of  the 
Houfe,  who  had  voted  for  his  fon,  "  a  dirty, 
fellow."    I  have  been  attacked  myfelf,  fince 
I  refigned  my  Fellowship,  at  the  College  gate, 
in  the  noori-day,  by  the  oftenfible  captain 
of  the  gang,  in  a  moft  outrageous  manner, 
though  I  gave  him  no  fort  of  provocation, 
and  was  totally  unacquainted  with  him  j  and 
have  ever  fince  been  obliged,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  my  life,   to  go  armed,  being  under 
the  jufteft  apprehenfions  of  fome  attempt  of 
a  fatal  tendency,  from  the  character,  con- 
nexion, and  behaviour  of  the  aggreflbr.     I 
fhall  now,  as  briefly  as  poffible,  give  an  ac- 
count of  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  conduct,  in  re- 
fpedl  to  the  Rev.  Edward  Berwick,  a  Senior 
Batchelor,  and  fcholar  of  the  Houfe.     This 
gentleman  was  a  pupil  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hales, 
who  had  been  pupil  to,  and  is  the  Chamber- 
Fellow 
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Fellow  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Forfayeth,  whofe 
attachment  to  the  Provoft's  intereft  I  have 
already  mentioned.  His  circumftances  had 
induced  him  to  undertake  the  tuition  of  a 
gentleman's  fons,  who  refided  in  the  coun- 
try ;  and,  though  a  fcholar  of  the  Houfe, 
he  had  been  indulged  with  leave  of  abfence, 
from  time  to  time,  by  the  Board,  as  had 
been  ufual  before  the  appointment  of  the 
prefent  Provoft.  At  the  time  of  the  annual 
election  of  fcholars  of  the  Houfe,  it  had 
been  cuftomary  to  inquire  concerning  abfent 
fcholars,  and  the  caufes  of  their  abfence  ; 
and  if  it  was  found,  that  any  fcholar  had 
abfented  himfelf  from  the  College  for  a  long 
courfe  of  time,  and  that  it  was  probable  he 
had  procured  fome  provifion  in  life,  which 
would  prevent  his  returning  to  the  College, 
and  reiiding  therein,  the  Board  aflumed  a 
power  of  depriving  him  of  his  fcholarfhip, 
and  filling  up  the  vacancy  :  this  power  was 
not  ftatutable,  but  as  it  never  had  been  ex- 
ercifed  but  with  great  difcretion,  and  for 
the  obvious  advantage  of  the  College,  and 
only  in  the  cafes  of  fuch  perfons  as  had  de- 
ferted  the  College  without  any  intention  of 
ever  refiding,  it  had  never  been  queftioned. 
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At  the  election  of  fcholars  which  preceded 
the  laft  eledion  of  members  of  parliament, 
it  had  been  propofed  at  the  Board,  that  Mr. 
Berwick  fhould  be  deprived  of  his  fcholar-* 
Ihip  for  non-refidence ;  but  the  Provoft,  who 
at  that  time  looked  upon  him  as  a  fure  voter 
for  his  fon,  thinking  him  to  be  entirely  under 
the  influence  of  Dr.  Forfayeth,  interpofed 
in  his  behalf;  and  his  character  being  irre- 
proachable, he  was  permitted  to  retain  his 
fcholarfhip.  Shortly  afterwards,  Mr.  Ber- 
wick went  to  the  Provoft,  to  defire  leave  to 
go  tq  the  country,  a  few  days  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  Trinity  term  in  the  College, 
which  is  generally  a  very  fhort  one,  and 
immediately  precedes  the  long  vacation,  a 
time  when,  heretofore,  no  perfon  whatfoever 
was  refufed  leave  of  abfence.  The  Pfovoft 
received  him  very  civilly,  told  him  he  had 
preferved  his  fchola/rfhip,  and  recommended 
his  fon  to  his  protection,  his  ufual  method 
of  foliciting  votes :  he  alfo  told  Mr.  Berwick, 
qnce  or  twice,  that  if  he  had  not  preferved 
his  fcholarfhip,  it  would  have  been  given  to 
another  perfon,  'who  would  have  voted  for  his 
fon.  Mr.  Berwick  declined  giving  him  any 
dired  anfwer,  though  he  perfectly  under- 
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flood  his  meaning;  and  the  Provoft,  obftrv- 
ing  his.referve,  told  him  he  would  confided 
of  tiis;Eequeft,  and  give  him  an  anfwer  in  a 
few  days:    after  fbveral  applications,   on  all 
which  he  was  entertained  by  the  Provoft'  in 
the.  fame  manner,    he  confulted   with  his- 
tutor,   about  tHe  baft  method  of  proceeding, 
and  the:  tutor,  who,  as  I  before  obfervedy 
wa&theProvoft's  creature,  conftantly  advifed 
him  to  go  ttt  the  Provoft,  and  be:  explicit': 
the  fagacity  of  an  Oedipus  was  not  requifite, 
to  enable  Mr.  Berwick   to  comprehend  the 
meaning  of  this  conduit,  both  of  his  tutor 
and  the  Provoft ;   but  being  determined  notf 
to  engage  his  votes  previous  to  the  day  06 
election,  and  the  duties  of  his  tuition  re- 
quiring his  attendance"  on  his  pupils  in. the. 
country,   he   repaired  thither  without    the^ 
Provoft's  leave,  or,  as  the  Provoft  affirmed, 
in  contradidlion  to  his  ex-prefs  orders.     As 
fbon  as  the  Provoft  received  notice  of  his- 
abfence,  he  caufcd.  him  to  be  cited  to-  appear 
before  the  Board  at  a  certain  day,  ftrongly 
fufpefling  that  Mr.  Berwick  did  not  defign 
to  vote  in  fupport  of  his  intereft:    He  caufed' 
another  fcholar  of  the  Houfe,    the  Rev.  Mr. 
Davoren,   to  be  alfo  cited  to  appear  on  the- 
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fame  day,  who  had  gone  to  the  country 
without  having  afked  his  leave  at  all.     The 
two  gentlemen  obeyed  the  citations ;   but 
though  they  appeared  on  the  day  appointed, 
he  did  not  think  fit  that  the  affair  fhould  be 
then  examined ;  for  as  it  was  the  long  vaca- 
tion, he  expected  daily  that  I  would  defire 
leave  of  abfence,  and  that  my  place  at  the 
Board  would  be  filled  with  a  perfon  more 
tra&able :   in  this,  however,  I  difappointed 
him,  being  refolved  to  flay  in  town  till  the 
fate  of  thefe  two  fcholars  fhould  be  determin- 
ed j  he  had,  befides,  a  further  defign  in  this 
procraftination  :  he  hoped  that  the  dread  of 
impending  punifhment  would  induce  the 
two  gentlemen  to  promife  their  votes  to  his 
fon  :   at  length,  after  waiting  a  fortnight, 
finding  I  made  no  movement,   and  the  two 
fcholars  no  advances  of  the  nature  he  de- 
fired,  and  having  in  the  mean  time,  by  fome 
extraordinary  art  or  other,  prevailed  on  a 
Member  of  the  Board  to  favour  his  defigns, 
who  was  not  before  remarkable  for  any  ex- 
traordinary attachment  to  him,  command- 
ing alfo  the  fuffrage  of  Dr.  Forfayeth,  who 
then  was  a  Member  of  the  Board,  in  the 
abfence  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kearney,  and  being 
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thus  fecure  of  a  majority,  he  determined  to 
conclude  the  bufinefs.     Though  I  have  be- 
fore fet  forth  the  general  tenor  of  the  ftatute 
of  abfence,  yet,  as  Mr.  Berwick's  cafe  came 
to  be  canvafled  before  the  Vifitors,  it  is  ne- 
cefTary  that  I  fhould  ftate  this  ftatute  more 
accurately  ;  it  ordains,  "  That  if  any  of  the 
"  Fellows  or  Scholars  have  any  neceflary 
"  caufe  of  departure  from  the  College,  they 
"  fhall  afk  leave  of  abfence  from  the  Provoft, 
"  or,  in  his  abfence,  from  the  Vice-Pro  voft; 
and,  the  caufe  being  approved,  they  fhall 
"  write  down  their  names,  and  the  days  on 
"  which  they  depart,    in  a  regifter  kept  for 
that  purpofe  by  the  Provoft,   or,  in  his  ab- 
fence,  by  the  Vice-Trovoft ;    and  they  fhall 
write  the  days  of  their  return  in  the  fame 
regifter,  either  on  the  days  on  which  they 
"  return  to  the  College,  or,  at  moft,  the  days 
"  immediately  after  :    but  if  any  of  the  Fel- 
"  lows   or   Scholars  fhall  omit   this,  either 
"  through  negligence  or  on  purpofe,  he  fhall 
"  for  the  firft  omiffion  be   punifhed  by  the 
"fubduftion  of  One  Week's  Commons ;  for 
"  the  fecond,  by  that  of  TWOJ   for  the  third, 
"  by  that  of  Three ;  and  for  the  fourth,  he 
"  fhall  be  punifhed  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
03  «  Provoft 
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"  Provpft  and  the  major  part  of  the  Senior 
"  -Fellows."  It  further  ordains,  «  That  each 
"  Fellow  fhal I  be  allowed  fi<xty-thre«  days  of 
"  abfence  in  the  year,  and  -each  Scholar 
"/thirty- two;  the  year to  commence  on  T<ci- 
-"-ni.ty  Sunday  ;  that  the  Provoft  ijhall  take 
"  care  fo  to  .regulate  the  leave  of  abfence, 
"  that  he  (hall  never  fuffer  above  the  third 
"  part  of  #he> Fellows  and  Scholars  to  be  ab- 
"  fent  at  one  time,  and  that  if  any  Fellow 
"  or  Scholar  fhall  abfent  himfelf  for  a  longer 
*c  time,  -than  that  xvhich  is  allotted  to  them 
<c  xefpe&ively  by  the  ftatute,  without  having 
"  obtained  leave  of  Ipnger  abfence  from  the 
<c  Provoft  and  Board,  be  flail  be  expdkd  ^:v 
JVIr.  Berwick  was  called  in  firft  to  theBoard, 
and  the  Provoft  charged  him  wich  havin-g 
to  the  country,  not  ouly  without  his 
but  -cpjitxary  to  his  orders,  amd  tbat 
his  behaviour  in  fo  doing  amounted  to  {he 
crime  of  Contumacy  :  he  was  then^fked, 
what  defence  he  could  make.  Mr.  Berwick, 
^without  cither  admitting  or  denying  the 
charge  exprefsly,  alleged,  that  his  ixufinefs 
had  demanded  his  prefence  in  the  country, 

and 
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and  that  the  narrownefs  of  his  circumftances 
had  induced  him  to  accept  of  the  private 
tuition  which  had  been  the  caufe  of  his  ab- 
fence :    he  was  then  ordered  to  withdraw ; 
and  the  Provoft,  after  informing  the  Board 
that  he  had  by  the  ftatutes  the  power  of  pu- 
uifhing  the  crime  of  Contumacy  by  his  own 
ible  authority,    but  that    he   had    through 
lenity  referred  the  adjudication  of  the  pu- 
niihment  in  this  cafe  to  the  Board,  demanded 
their  opinions:  four  of  the  Board  inftantly 
voted,  that  Mr.  Berwick  fhould  be  deprived 
of  his  fcholarfhip,  with  whom  the  Provoft 
very  readily   concurred  j    the   other  three, 
Drs.  Clement,  Murray,  and  I,  did  not  concur 
in  the  fentence :   my  reafons  particularly  for 
not  concurring  were,    ift,  Becaufe  I  did  not 
think  Mr.  Berwick  guilty   of  Contumacy, 
the  Provoft  having,  in  my  opinion,  no  power 
of  amplifying  a   fmall  crime,   to  which    a 
certain  punifhment  is  annexed  by  the  ftatutes, 
viz.   the  muld  of  a  week's  commons,   into 
one  of  the  greateft  crimes,  only  by  his  perfo- 
nally  forbidding,  and  that  too  through  pique 
and  revenge,    what  had   been  already  for- 
bidden by  the  ftatutes:    2dly>    Becaufe,  if 
Mr,  Berwick's  crime  amounted  to  Contu- 
O  4  macy, 
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macy,  the  Board  had  no  cognizance  of 
the  affair  -,  and  all  proceedings  againft  him 
before  the  Board  were  coram  non  judidbus : 
Contumacy  being  enumerated  exprefsly 
amongil  the  greater  crimes;  in  refped  to 
all  which,  the  Provoft  is,  by  the  23d  chap- 
ter of  the  ftatutes,  conftituted  fole  judge. 
3dly,  becaufe,  by  the  faid  23d  chapter,  it 
is  required,  that  every  man,  accufed  of 
one  of  the  greater  crimes,  fhall  be  convi&ed, 
either  on  his  own  confeffion,  or  by  fuf- 
ficient  witnefles,  and  Mr.  Berwick  had  not 
confeffed  the  crime,  his  filence  on  that 
head  not  amounting,  in  my  opinion,  to  a 
confeffion,  in  a  cafe  where  fo  heavy  a  pe- 
nalty as  deprivation  was  to  be  inflicted, 
nor  indeed  in  any  criminal  cafe  whatfoever ; 
befides  he  had  not  been  at  all  urged  to  con- 
fefs  it,  the  Provoft  having  only  recited  the 
charge  to  him,  and  afked  him  what  defence 
he  could  make ;  neither  had  he  been  con- 
vidied  by  fufficient  witneffes ;  for  the  Pro- 
voft was  himfelf  the  only  witnefs  againft 
him,  whofe  fingle  teftimony  was  not  equal 
to  that  of  two,  and  he  was  not  a  com- 
petent witnefs,  for  he  was  one,  and  the 
chief,  of  his  judges ;  and  ought  not  to 
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be  both  a  judge  and  a  witnefs.  4-thIy, 
becaufe,  I  had  never  known  or  heard, 
during  the  courfe  of  twenty-three  years  in 
which  I  had  been  a  member  of  the  College, 
that  any  man  whatfoever  had  been  queftion- 
ed  about  abfence  in  the  middle  of  a  long 
vacation,  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  fuch 
tranfadion  had  ever  before  happened  in 
the  College  fince  its  foundation:  Which 
would  have  given  me  good  reafon  tofufped, 
if  I  had  not  received  pofitive  proof  of  it, 
that  this  gentleman's  crime,  as  well  as  that 
of  Mr.  Davoren,  was  no  other  than  his 
refufing  to  vote  at  the  enfuing  election  of 
members  of  parliament,  according  to  the 
Provoft's  orders.  5thly,  becaufe  the  Pro- 
voft's  referring  this  cafe  to  the  consideration 
and  judgment  of  the  Board,  under  the 
mafk  of  lenity,  feemed  to  me  a  fcheme 
calculated  to  effed  two  purpofes,  equally 
unjuft  and  mean;  the  one,  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  juftifying  the  mea- 
fure  by  the  authority  of  the  Board,  and  of 
fhifting  the  odium  of  fo  extraordinary  an 
ad  off  his  own  Ihoulders,  upon  theirs : 
And  the  other  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
give  teflimony  of  the  fad  hirnfelf,  having 
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no  other  witnefs  to   prove  it:   This  would 
have   been  impoffible  if  he  had  aded   as 
fole  judge,  as  by  the  flatutes  he  ought  in 
refped  to  Contumacy :   For  then  he  could 
not  have  been  a  witnefs  to  prove  the  fad 
before  himfelf.     But  this  difficulty  he  eva- 
ded by  the  ingenious  device  of  referring  the 
matter  to  the  Board,  and  becoming  a  wit- 
nefs before    his  fellow  Judges.     The  idea 
of  his  lenity  in  fubmitting  Mr.  Berwick's 
cafe  to  the  judgment  of  the    Board,    the 
majority   of  which    had    already   received 
proper  inftrudions  from  him,  is  extremely 
ludicrous  :    It  is  exadly  of  a  piece  with  the 
lenity  of  the  inquifitors,    when  they  deliver 
over  an  obftinate  heretick  to   the  fecular 
arm,    with  a  mock  petition,  that  his  life 
may  be  fpared,  well  knowing  the  faggots  to 
be  already  prepared  for  burning  him  alive. 
Mr.  Davoren    efcaped   much  better :   The 
Provoft  could  notaccufe  him  of  Contumacy, 
for  he  went  to  the  country  without  afking 
his    leave,  fo  that  he  had  no   colour   for 
aflerting  that  he  had  difobeyed  his  orders, 
as  he  had  not  afforded  him  the  opportunity 
of  giving  him  any.     He  therefore  accufed 

this  gentleman  of  having  abfented  himfelf 
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for  a  longer  period  than  thirty-two  days 
without  leave,  which  is  punifhable  by  ex- 
.pulfion,  as  I  before  obferved.  Mr.  Davoren 
Jhad  gotten  notice,  by  fome  means  or  other, 
,of  the  charge  which  was  to  be  made  againft 
him,  previous -to  his  appearance  before  the 
Board ;  and  had  confulted  with  me  about  the 
.propereft  .mode  of  defence  :  I  advifed  him 
not  to  .admit  the  charge,  and  to  give  no 
dire£t  anfwer  to  any  queftions  whatfoever, 
which  <might  be  propofed  to  him  at  the 
Board,  relative  either  to  the  times  of  his 
departure  or  return,  but  to  throw  the 
whole  burthen  of  the  proof  on  the  Provoft, 
which  I  imagined  would  put  him  to  a  great 
difficulty ;  it  happened  as  I  had  forefeen ; 
the  Provoft  had  entirely  relied  on  his  own 
ingenuity,  for  obtaining  a  confeffion  from 
Mr.  Davoren  by  examination,  fuppofing 
him,  like  moft  of  the  fcholars,  but  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  ftatutes,  and  .not  tho- 
roughly fenfible  of  his  danger  :  And  when 
he  appeared  before  us,  the  Provoft  began 
in  the  mildeft  and  moft  infinuating  manner, 
to  queftion  him  concerning  the  particular 
time  when  he  had -departed  from  -the  Col- 
lege :  Mr.  Davoren  anfwered  that  he  had 
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quitted  it  fome  time  in  the  month  of  July, 
but  did  not  recoiled  in  what  particular  part 
of  the  month :  The  Provoft  then,  with  the 
greateft  feeming  tendernefs,  requefted  that 
he  would  recoiled  himfelf,  and  inform  him 
at  leaft  in  what  week  of  July  he  had  left 
town :  But  Mr.  Davoren's  memory  was 
entirely  defective  in  this  point;  and  the 
Provoft,  having  exerted  all  the  low  artifice 
and  wheedling  of  an  Old-Baily  folicitor, 
to  extract  a  confeffion  from  Mr.  Davoren 
of  the  exadl  time  of  his  departure,  was  en- 
tirely foiled,  and  obliged  to  content  himfelf 
with  convifling  him  of  having  gone  to  the 
country  without  his  leave,  which  was  pu- 
nifhable  only  by  the  'fubtraftion  of  a  week's 
commons.  Thus  Mr.  Davoren,  who  had 
never  afked  his  leave  for  abfenting  himfelf, 
efcaped  with  a  fmall  punifhment,  whilft 
Mr.  Berwick,  who  had  repeatedly,  in  the 
humbleft  and  moil  dutiful  manner,  petition- 
ed him  for  leave  of  abfence,  was  punifhed 
with  deprivation;  the  performance  of  his 
duty  being  made  the  handle  for  depriv- 
ing him  :  For  if  he,  like  Mr.  Davoren,  had 
never  afked  the  Provoft's  leave  at  all,  the 
Provoft  could  have  had  no  colour  for 
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fattening  the  crime  of  Contumacy  upon  him. 
Mr.  Berwick  appealed,  from  this  fentence,  to 
the  Vifitors  of  the  College,  who  are  their 
graces  the  Primate  and  the  Lord  Arch-Bifhop 
of  Dublin  ;  and  they  thought  proper  to  exa- 
mine the  matter  publickly  in  the  College-hall, 
and  reverfed  the  fentence.  The  Provoft  on 
this  occafion  conducted  himfelf  in  the  very 
manner,  in  which  his  adverfaries  would  wifh 
that  he  fhould  behave  j  his  clamour  and 
long-winded  fenfelefs  harangues  procured 
him  the  contempt,  his  infolence,  malice, 
and  chicanery,  the  deteftation  of  the  au- 
dience: he  protraded  the  hearing,  which, 
from  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs,  ought  not 
to  have  lafted  above  two  hours,  to  the 
enormous  length  of  four  ^or  five  days,  fix  or 
feven  hours  of  each  day  being  confumed  by 
it ;  and  of  this  time,  though  he  had  two 
able  lawyers  employed  in  fupport  of  the 
fentence,  his  own  unwearied  tongue  em- 
ployed at  leaft  two  thirds.  The  Primate 
thought  proper  to  examine  him  and  the 
members  of  the  Board  upon  their  oaths, 
relative  to  the  fentence  and  the  grounds  of 
it  j  and  it  was  very  remarkable,  that  he  and 
every  member,  who  had  concurred  in  it, 
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gave  diffierent  reafons  for  their  concurrence, 
and  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  fentence, 
By  different  parts  of  the  College  ftatutes,  no 
two  amongft  them  agreeing  in  the  caufes? 
they  affigned  for  voting  the  deprivation. 
The  Provoft,  after  complaining  moft  tragi- 
cally, (to  the  great  amufement  of  the  au- 
dience) that  Mr.  Berwick  had  come  to  him, 
at  one  time,  to  afk  leave  of  abfence  in  very 
dirty  boots,  infifted  that  he  had  a  rightto  pro- 
duce evidence  before  the  Vifitors>  to  prove 
that  Mr.  Berwick  had  abfented  himfelf  for  a, 
longer  fpace  of  time  than  thirty-two  dkys; 
without  leave,  a  crime,  as  I  already  men- 
tioned, punifhable  by  expulfion,  although  he 
had  never  accuferd  him  of  that  crime  before; 
the  Board,  but  of  Contumacy  only  in  dif- 
obeying  his  orders ;  the  Primate  declared 
that  the  Provoft  had  no  right  to  charge  the 
appellant  with  any  new  crime  before  the 
Vifitors;  that  be  had  been  accufed  of  a 
certain  crime  before  the  Board  and  deprived 
far  it,,  and  that  they,  the  Vifitors,  had  come 
there,  upon  his  petition  of  appeal,  to  inquire 
whether  he  had  been  ftatutably  convided  of, 
and  expelled, for,  that  crime,  and  not  to  try* 
him1  for  a  new  crime,  of  which  he  had  not 
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been  before  accufed,  and  which  was  properly 
cognizable,  in  the  firft  inftance,  before  the 
Board:    the  Provoft  then   exclaimed,    that 
he  was  not  fuffered  to  produce  his  evidence, 
and  poured  forth  fuch  a  torrent  of  declama- 
tory nonfenfe,  that  the  Primate,  wearied  out, 
thought  it   would  be  the   beft   method  of 
fhortening  the  bufinefs,   to  permit  him  to 
produce  what  evidence  he  pleafed  ;  and  he 
accordingly  produced  one  Mr.  Mofs,  a  Cler- 
gyman, married  to  his  wife's  fifter,  to  prove 
that  he  had  feen  Mr.  Berwick,  at  thirty  miles 
diftance  from  Dublin,  on  a  certain  day  pre- 
vious to  that  alleged  by  him  to  be  the  day5 
of  his  departure ;  and  alfo   Mr.  Berwick's 
tutor,  to  prove,  frorafome  private  confiden- 
tial difcourfe  between  him  and  his-  pupil, 
relative  to  his    befl    method  of  procuring 
leave  of  abfence ;  that  it  was  probable  he 
had  gone  to  the  country  earlier,  than  he  was 
willing  to  admit :  this  laft  gentleman's  con- 
du6t,  in  giving  evidence  on  fuch  a  point 
againft  his  pupil,  is  juft  as  proper,  as  if  an 
attorney  or  counfel    fhould  give   evidence 
againft  their  client,  in  refped  to  the  fecrets 
intrufted  to  them  by  him,  in   the  courfe  of 
bufinefs  j  and  an  objection  on  this  ground 
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having  been  made  to  his  evidence,  the  Pro- 
vofl  endeavoured  to  fupport  it,  by  reciting 
the  following  claufe  in  the  oath  of  a  Fellow, 
"  I  will  to  the  beft  of  my  power  defend  and 
"  preferve  the  fafety,  dignity,  peace,  and 
advantage  of  the  College  and  of  all  the 
Students  in  it,  particularly  of  the  Provoft 
and  the  fenior  Fellows ;"  as  if  the  betray- 
ing the  fecrets  neceflarily  intruded  by  his 
pupil  to  him,  for  the  purpofe  of  confirming 
his  pupils  unftatutable  deprivation,  tended 
to  the  defence  or  procurement  of  the  fafety, 
dignity,  peace,  and  advantage  of  the  College, 
the  Provoft  and  the  fenior  Fellows ;  and  did 
not  trench  upon  the  fafety,  dignity,  peace, 
and  advantage  of  his  pupil,  which  he  was 
bound  by  the  fame  oath  to  defend  and  pro- 
cure. The  Provoft's  lawyers  endeavoured 
to  fupport  the  fentence,  by  obferving,  that 
Mr.  Berwick  had  been  in  danger  of  depriva- 
tion for  abfence  previous  to  the  laft  Trinity 
Sunday  ->  that  his  repeating  the  offence  fo 
foon  after  was  a  confiderable  aggravation  ; 
that  the  word,  //;/>,  in  the  claufe  of  the 
ftatute  of  abfence,  which  ordains,  "  That  if 
cc  any  of  the  Fellows  or  Scholars  {hall  omit 
"  /£/>,  either  through  negligence  or  on  pur- 
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"  pofe,  he  fhall  for  'the  firft  omiffion  be 
"  punifhed  by  the  fubtrafiion  of  one  week's 
"  commons,  &c."  ought  to  refer  only  to  that 
part  of  the  preceding  claufe,  which  relates 
to  the  entrance  of  the  names  of  fuch  as 
return  in  the  Provoft' s  regifter,  and  not  to 
the  whole  preceding  claufe,  that  therefore 
no  exprefs  punifhment  is  annexed  in  the 
ftatute  of  abfence  to  the  omiffion  of  the 
performance  of  the  duties  enjoined  by  the 
firft  part  of  the  claufe,  fuch  as  afking  the 
Provoft  leave  of  abfence,  &c.  but  the  punifh- 
meat  of  the  breaches  of  fuch  duty  is  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Provoft  and  fenior 
Fellows :  thait  if  the  word  this  fhould  be 
underftood  to  refer  to  the  whole  preceding 
claufe,  the  Provoft  would  be  difabled  from 
doing  that  part  of  his  duty,  which  confifts 
in  his  compelling  two  thirds  of  the  Fellows 
and  fcholars  to  refide  always  in  the  College; 
the  punifhment  for  departing  from  the 
College  without  his  leave,  if  fuch  a  con- 
ftrudion  fhouM  prevail,  not  being  fufficient 
to  deter  the  members  of  the  College  from 
committing  fuch  tranfgreflion-s ;  that  Mr. 
Berwick's  crime  was  greater,  than  that  of 
going  to  the  country  wkhout  the  Provoffs 
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permiflion ;  for  he  hacl  gone  to  the  country 
in  oppofition  to  the  Provoft's  commands, 
and  was  therefore  guilty  of  a  breach  of  his 
oath,  by  which  he  fwears  to  obey  the  Pro- 
voft  moft  willingly  in  all  things  lawful  and 
honeft;  that  in  the  icth  chapter  of  the  fta- 
tutes  it  is  ordained,  that  if  any  Fellow,  ap- 
pointed a  tutor  to  any  ftudent  by  the  Pro- 
voft, (hall  refufe  to  accept  the  charge,  he 
{hall  incur  the  punifhment  of  the  crime  of 
contempt  againft  the  government  or  difci- 
pline  of  the  College,  and  fhall  be  punifhed 
according  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Provoft 
and  the  major  part  of  the  feven  fenior 
Fellows ;  that  Mr.  Berwick's  crime  was  fuch 
a  contempt,  and  was  therefore  properly  cog- 
nizable by  the  Provoft  and  Board,  and  pu- 
nifhable  according  to  their  difcretion  ;  and 
finally  that  it  had  been  proved  in  this  cafe, 
that  Mr.  Berwick  had  remained  abfent  from 
the  College  longer  than  the  term  of  thirty- 
two  days  without  leave,  the  punifhment  of 
which  tranfgreffion,  by  the  ftatutes,  was  ex- 
pulfion,  and  that  the  examination  of  fuch  a 
fadt  came  properly  before  their  Graces  on 
this  appeal,  who  were  competent  judges  of, 
and  ought  to  award  the  ftatutable  punilhment 
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to  fuch  a  tranfgreffion.  It  was  anfwered  by 
the  counfel  on  behalf  of  the  appellant,  that 
Mr.  Berwick,  even  by  the  confeffion  of  fome 
of  the  fenior  Fellows,  who  had  voted  for  his 
deprivation,  was  a  man  of  m oft  irreproach- 
able character;  that  it  had  been  always 
cuftomary  to  grant  confiderable  indulgencies 
in  the  College  to  fuch  men ;  that  the  danger 
of  deprivation,  which  Mr.  Berwick  had  in- 
curred before  Trinity  Sunday,  arofe  more 
from  a  cuftom  eitablifhed  in  the  College,  for 
the  purpofe  of  accommodating  as  many  de- 
ferving  candidates  as  poffible  with  fcholar- 
fhips,  than  from  any  crime  committed  by 
him,  which  would  warrant  deprivation ; 
that  the  power  of  deprivation,  affumed  by 
the  Board  on  fuch  occafions,  was  not  ftatu- 
table,  (the  ftatutes  ordaining  a  gradation  of 
punifhments  previous  to  deprivation  for  ab- 
fence)  but  had  been  connived  at  and  acqui- 
efced  in,  becaufe  it  had  always  heretofore 
been  exercifed  for  the  emolument  of  the 
College,  the  fcholarfhips  vacated,  on  fuch 
occafions,  being  immediately  filled  up  by 
deferving  candidates,  the  vacancies  being 
declared,  and  the  fcholars  elected  at  one  and 
the  fame  time:  whereas,  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
P  2  if 
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if  the  deprivation  fhould  be  confidered  as 
valid,  the  fcholarfhip  muft  remain  vacant 
near  eleven  months  (that  being  the  diftance 
of  time  between  the  deprivation  and  next 
eledlion  of  fcholars)  to  the  injury  of  the 
College :  that  a  deprivation  of  any  feholar 
for  abfence,  at  fuch  a  feafon  of  the  year,  had 
never  been  before  heard  of  in  the  College, 
and  that  an  unftatutable  cuftom  winked  at, 
when  exerted  only  for  the  advantage  of  the 
College,  ought  to  be  fuppreffed,  when  made 
a  eloak  and  pretence  for  injuring  the  College, 
as  well  as  individuals.  That  if  Mr.  Berwick 
had  committed  any  ftatutable  crime,  by  ab- 
fjenting  himfelf  from  the  College  previous  to 
Trinity  Sunday,  as  he  had  been  abfolved 
from  fuch  crime  by  the  Board,  who  agreed  to 
permit  him  to  retain  his  fcholarfhip,  it  ought 
not  now  to  be  alleged  againft  him  by  way  of 
aggravation  of  any  offence  which  he  might 
have  been  guilty  of,  in  point  of  abfence  fince, 
as  it  is  exprefsly  provided  by  the  ftatutes,  that 
all  abfences,  both  of  Fellows  and  fcholars,  fhall 
be  computed  from  Trinity  Sunday  annually. 
That  the  word  this,  in  the  claufe  of  the  ftatute 
of  abfence,  naturally  refers  to  the  whole  pre- 
ceding claufe,  and  not  to  a  part  of  it,  and 

that 


that  therefore  the  punifhment  prefcribed  by 
the  ftatute,  for  the  firft  ofFence  in  quitting  the 
College  without  the  Provoft's  leave,  is  only 
the  fubtratfion  of  a  week's  commons;  that 
the  argument  brought  to  fupport  this  forced 
and  unnatural  conftru£tion  of  the  ftatute, 
that  the  word  this  fhould  refer  only  to  one 
part  of  the  preceding  fentence,  and  not  to 
the  whole,  to  wit,  that  if  it  fliould  be  taken 
to  refer  to  the  whole,  the  Provoft  would  not 
be  able  to  do  his  duty  in  retaining  two  thirds 
of  the  Fellows  and  fcholars  in  the  College  at 
all  times,  is  abfurd  on  the  very  face  of  it,  for 
as  every  Fellow  is  allowed  but  fixty-three 
days  of  abfence  in  the  whole  year,  and  every 
fcholar  but  thirty-two,  both  being  liable  to 
cxpulfion  for  any  longer  abfenee,  and  as 
departing  from  the  College  without  the  Pfo- 
voft's  leave,  at  any  time,  ispunifhable  by  the 
ftatute,  it  is  evident  that  the  Provoft,  by  the 
exertion  of  his  ftatutable  authority  only, 
might  always  command  the  attendance  in 
the  College  of  more  than  two  thirds  of  the 
Fellows  and  fcholars,  if  he  thought  proper  to 
do  fo.  That  Mr.  Berwick  had  committed  no 
greater  nor  other  offence,  than  that  of  quit- 
ting the  College,  in  the  firft  inftance,  without 
P  3  obtaining 


obtaining  leave  of  abfence  from  the  Provoft, 
and  that  therefore  no  greater  nor  other  pu- 
nifhment  fhould  have  been  inflicted  on  him, 
than  the  fubtradion  of  a  week's  commons  ; 
that  the  Provoft's  commanding  or  forbidding 
any  thing,  already  commanded  or  forbidden 
by  the  ftatutes,  could  not  make  the  tranf- 
greffors  of  the  ftatutes,  in  fuch  points,  liable 
to  heavier  punifhments  than  the  ftatutes  had 
ordained :  becaufe  the  authority  of  the  fta- 
tutes is  much  higher  than  that  of  the  Provoft, 
and  they  contain  the  rules  prefcribed  for  the 
condudt  of  each  member  of  the  College,  and 
define  the  punifhments  for  the  violation  of 
each  rule,  according  to  the  wills  of  the  royal 
Founders.     That  there  was  no  neceffity  for 
rummaging  the  ftatutes  to  find  out  crimes, 
•with  heavy  punifhments  annexed,  for  the 
purpofes  of  moulding  Mr.  Berwick's  offence, 
already  accurately  defined  by  the  ftatutes, 
into    a    likenefs   of  any  crime  the   Board 
thought  proper  to  fix  upon  in  that  code,  and 
of  fubjeding  him  by  fuch  means  to  a  heavy 
punifhment  for  a  flight  offence.     That  the 
ftatutes  were  as  fevere  and  rigorous  as  they 
could  be  framed,  and  therefore  ought  not  to 
be  firetched  beyond  their  limits.     That  the 
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Provoft's  charge  of  a  breach  of  oath  againft  a 
fcholar,  who  tranfgrefled  a  ftatute  in  which  a 
punifhment  is  defined  for  the  tranfgreflion, 
merely  becaufe  he  has  thought  fit  to  give  his 
commands  in  affirmance  of  the  flatute,  is  of 
moft  dangerous  confequence  ;  perjury  being 
a  crime,   for  which  the  ftatutes  ordain  the 
moft   capital   academick    punifhment,   and 
the  Provoft,   by   the  ingenious   device    of 
commanding  a  member  of  the  College  not 
to  commit  a  tranfgreflion,    the   ftatutable 
punifhment  of  which,   is  no  more  than  a 
fine  of  two   pence,  might  contrive  to  ex- 
pel him,    if  he  fliould  at  any  time  inad- 
vertently commit    the    tranfgreflion,    and 
thus  punifh    the    flighteft  fault    with    the 
heavieft  punifhment,   which*  would  render 
every   man's   freehold  in  the  College  total- 
ly infecure,  and  tenable  only  at  the  pleafure 
of  the  Provoft.      That    their  Graces  had 
come  to  the  College,  on  the  appeal  of  Mr. 
Berwick,  merely  to  inquire  into,   and  re- 
drefs  a  grievance  complained  of,    by  virtue 
of  a  power  incident  to  the  office  of  vifitors 
by  the  common   law:   that  their   bufinefs 
was  to  inquire   what  crime  the  appellant 
had   been  charged   with,     what  proof  had 

been 
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been  made  of  his  having  committed  it,  and, 
if  it  fhoulfl  be  their  opinion  that  the  crime 
had  been  fully  proved,  or  cottfeffed,  to 
confider  whether  the  punifhment  inflidted 
on  him  was  the  ftatutable  punishment  pre- 
fcribed  for  fuch  crime:  but  that  it  was  no 
part  of  the  bufinefs  of  their  Graces,  to  in- 
quire ifito  any  other  crimes  which  the  Pro- 
voft  might  think  proper  to  charge  upon 
the  appellant,  with  which  he  had  never 
been  charged  before,  and  which  were  but 
feeble  fupporters  of  a  rotten  caufe,  totter- 
ing under  the  preflure  of  its  own  iniquity: 
that  therefore  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Mofs, 
and  the  appellant's  tutor,  was  no  way  rele- 
vant in  the  matter  before  their  Graces,  and 
was  befides  totally  inefficient  to  prove  the 
allegation  of  the  Trovoft,  that  Mr.  Berwick 
had  abfented  hirnfelf  from  the  College  for 
a  longer  period  than  thirty-two  days  Wheti 
the  Viiitors  delivered  their  opinions,  the 
Primate  entered  at  large  into  the  matter, 
he  ilated  and  refuted,  with  great  accuracy 
and  concifenefs,  every  thing  advanced  in 
fupport  of  the  deprivation,  either  by  the 
Provoft  or  his  Counfel,  which  bore  even 
the  femblance  of  argument  5  and  difplayed 
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fnch  fagacity  and  knowledge  of  law  in  this 
matter,   fuch  elegance  and   dignity  in  his 
manner,   as  aftonilhed   and   delighted   the 
whole  audience  (the  Provoft  and  his  ad- 
herents   excepted.)      The   Arch-Bifhop   of 
Dublin  concurred  fully  with  the  Primate, 
and  therefore   fpoke  very  fhortly ;  but,  as 
it  would  feem   by   way  of   confoling  'the 
Provoft  on  his  defeat,   and  in  fome  meafure 
to  ikreen  him  from   the   contempt  of  the 
Students,  which  his  behaviour  in  this  affair 
had  fo  juftly  earned,   he  pronounced  a  fort 
of  eulogium  on  him  :   as  this  commendation 
came  rrom  fo  great  an  authority,  and  con- 
tamed  compliments  to  the  Provoft  fo  un 
merited,  that  it  is  plain  he  had  found  means 
to  deceive  nis  Grace  in  fome  particulars ; 
and  as  he  has  not  failed  to  make  ufe  of  it 
by  way  of  juftification   of  his  conduct    I 
hope  I  fhall  not  be  confidered  as  deviatine 
m  any  fhape    from    the   profound   refpedt 
which  I  entertain  for  his  Grace  of  Dublin' 
if  I  examine  how  far  the  Provoft's  behavi ' 
our  entitled  him  to  thefe  compliments  from" 
h.m.     During  the  whole  time  of  the  hear- 
ing of  this  appeal,    the  Provoft's  rage  had 
fo  far  overpowered  what  little  underftand- 
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ing  he  had,   that  he   behaved  with  much 
infolence  to  the  Primate.  As  this  great  Pre- 
late had  always  exprefled  his  difapprobation 
of  his  appointment  to  the  Provoftfhip,   well 
knowing  how  fatal  a  blow  it  was  to  the 
church  of  Ireland,    over  which  his  Grace 
has   long  prefided,  and  watched,  with  the 
tender  anxiety  of  a  father,  and  the  piety 
of  a  true  chriftian   biftiop  ;  and   as  a  man, 
confpicuousj   like  his  Grace,  for  the  con- 
flant   practice   of  every    virtue,    muft    be 
naturally  an    objed  of  hatred  to  perfons 
of  an  oppofite  character,   the  Provoft  had 
conceived  an   inveterate  diflike  of  the  Pri- 
mate.    This  temper  of  mind,  aided  by  his 
natural  petulance  and  folly,   and  inflamed 
by    the   profpedl    of   impending    difgrace, 
caufed  him  to  overleap  all  bounds  of  pru- 
dence and  decency  on  this  occafion,   in   re- 
fped  to  the  Primate  -,  but  as  he  well  knew 
that  his  infolence  was  punifhable,  even  with 
deprivation,  by  the  Vifitors,  if  they  fhould 
concur  in  opinion,  he  took  the  precaution 
of  paying   many  compliments  to  the  Arch- 
Bifhop  of  Dublin,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
hearing,    and  made  feveral  little  mean  at- 
tempts,  and  exerted  fome  low  cunning,   to 

excite 


excite  diffention  between  the  two  Vifi- 
tors:  this  artifice  was  ineffectual j  he  had 
men  of  abilities  to  deal  with  ;  the  Primate 
behaved  with  a  patience,  dignity,  and  fpi- 
rit,  which  caufed  all  the  {hafts  of  the  Pro- 
voft's  malice  to  recoil  upon  himfelf.  This 
difappointment  only  whetted  his  rancour: 
in  a  fhort  time  after  the  hearing  of  the  ap- 
peal, a  pamphlet  was  publifhed,  entitled 
<c  an  examination  of  the  Vifitors  condudt 
"  upon  the  hearing  the  Rev.  Edward  Ber- 
"  wick's  appeal  in  the  hall  of  Trinity  Col- 
"  lege,  Dublin."  The  ftyle  was  barbarous, 
and  it  contained  almoft  as  many  lies  as 
lines,  infallible  marks  of  the  author!  ma- 
ny things  in  it  were  ludicrous ;  fuch  as, 
calling  the  Attorney  General  the  Provoft's 
rival:  it  being  full  as  proper,  to  call  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton,  the  rival  of  Partridge  the  al- 
manack maker:  many  abfurd;  fuch  as  fty- 
ling  the  Pro voft  the  head  of  the  Univerfity  *. 
The  whole  contained  the  moft  virulent  abufe 
of  the  Primate  ;  but  one  aflertion,  which  is 
frequently  repeated  in  it,  deferves  fome  ani- 

madverfion  : 

*  His  Royal  Highnefs,  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  is  head  of  the 
Univerfity,  being  the  Chancellor ;  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  as  an 
honorary  Do&oi,  is  no  member  whatfoever  of  the  Univerfit v. 
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madverfion:  as  almoft  every  perfon,  who 
had  heard  of  Mr.  Berwick's  deprivation, 
well  knew  that  the  Provoft  had  caufed  him 
to  be  deprived,  merely  becaufe  he  would  not 
proifcife  to  vote  for  bis  fon  on  the  election, 
the  author  of  the  pamphlet  thought  fit  to 
turn  the  tables  on  the  Provoft's  adverfaries, 
or  fuch  as  he  thought  to  be  fo,  and, 
therefore,  mod  falfely  aflerted,  that  the 
Primate  reflored  Mr.  Berwick,  with  the 
view  of  affifting  the  Attorney  general  in 
his  election:  now  the  fa6l  is,  that  Mr. 
Berwick  had  not  promifed  to  vote  for  the 
Attorney  general,  previous  to  his  refto- 
ration  ;  neither  had  he  been  ever  folicited 
by  the  Attorney  general,  or  any  of  his  friends, 
to  vote  for  him,  before  that  period.  And 
the  Provoft,  to  demonftrate  to  the  world 
the  caufe  for  which  he  had  deprived  Mr. 
Berwick,  thought  fit  to  rejed  his  vote  at  the 
eledion,  although  he  complied  with  the 
fentenceof  the  Vifitors,  in  reftoring  him  to 
the  full  emoluments  of  his  fcholarfhip;  thus 
admitting  him  to  be  a  fcholar  in  all  things, 
except  where  it  clafhed  with  his  own  private 
intereft,  and  militated  againft  the  projed, 
in  the  execution  of  which  he  had  originally 
caufed  him  to  be  deprived.  His  excufe  for 
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ailing  in  this  flagrant  manner  on  the  election, 
where  he  was  the  returning  officer,  and 
fworn  to  the  due  execution  of  his  duty,  is, 
that  the  refloration  of  Mr.  Berwick,  by  the 
fentence  of  the  Vifitors,  is  not  valid  without 
the  approbation  *  of  the  Chancellor,  altho* 

no 

*  The  Vjfitors  of  the  College,  by  Charter,  ace  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Univerfity,  or,  in  his  aWence,  the  Vice-chancellor,  (who 
at  prefeni  is*  the  Primate)  and  the  Arch-bMlvop  of  Dublin. 
There  is  a  claufe  in  that  part  of  the  Charter  of  Charles,  which 
defines  the  duty  of  Viators,  to  the  following  effect  :  "  If  the 
"  Vice-chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  and  the  Arch-bifliop  of 
"  Dublin  iliould  difagree  upon  any  point,  and  in  all  the  more 
'*  weighty  affairs  of  the  College,  nothing  ihall  ever  be  done 
"  without  the  approbation  of  the  Chancellor,  or  if  any  thing 
"  be  done,  it  fhall  be  void."  The  meaning  of  this  claufe  in  the 
Charter  is  more  fully  explained  in  the  2yth  chapter  of  the  Sta- 
tutes i  where,  after  the  duty  of  the  Vifitors  in  their  triennial 
wifitation,  and  their  power  of  depriving  the  Provcft,  or  any 
member  of  the  College,  are  fully  let  forth,  there  is  the  follow- 
ing provifion :  "  Always  provided,  according  to  the  tenor  of 
"  the  Charter,  that  neither  in  deprivations •,  nor  in  any  of  the 
"  more  weighty  affairs  of  the  College,  any  thing  fKall  be  ever 
"  done,  without  the  approbation  of  the  Chancellor  (whom  we 
"  appoint  the  Chief  Vifitor),  or  if  any  thing  be  fo  done,  it  iliall 
"  be  void."  The  Provoft,  from  thefe  two  claufes,  infifts,  that 
the  refloration  of  Mr.  Berwick,  by  the  fentence  of  the  Vifitors, 
is  not  valid,  until  the  Chancellor  approves  of  it.  But  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  the  Chancellor,  when  abfent,  is  not  a  Vifitor, 
as  may  be  proved  from  the  Charter,  and  that  therefore  the  two. 
Arch-bifhops  were  the  only  flatutable  vifitors  in  this  cafe  ;  that 
they  afted  by  virtue  of  the  power  incident  to  their  office  by  the 
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no  point  of  law  is  fettled  more  immovably, 
than  that  the  fentence  of  Vifitors,  in  re- 
dreffing  grievances,  is  final  and  conclufive, 
as  may  be  feen  in  the  cafe  of  Philips  and 
Bury,  in  Lord  Raymond's  Reports,  and  in 
Shower's  Parliamentary  Cafes  :  and  though 
he  himfelf  admitted  it  to  be  fo,  by  reftoring 
Mr.  Berwick  immediately  to  all  the  emolu- 
ments of  his  fcholarfhip.  But  as  this  point 
will  foon  be  debated  before  a  court  of  law, 
I  fhall  fay  no  more  concerning  it.  The 

pamphlet 

Common  Law  of  the  realm,  in  redrejjing  a  grievance;  and  that 
(unlefs  in  cafes  where  this  their  power  from  the  Common  Law 
is  exprefsly  restrained  by  the  Charter  and  Statutes)  their  adjudi- 
cation is  final  and  conclufive,  as  may  be  proved  from  the  learning 
in  the  cafe  of  Philips  and  Bury  :  now  this  part  of  their  power, 
with  which  they  are  inverted  by  the  Common  Law,  is  not  at  all 
abridged  by  either  the  Charter  or  Statutes,  but  only  their  power 
in  their  triennial  vifitation  ;  which,  if  exerted  in  Deprivation, 
or  in  any  very  weighty  bufinsfs  of  the  College,  is  by  the  Statutes 
fubjeded  to  the  control  of  the  Chancellor.  By  the  word 
deprivations  in  the  Statute,  are  meant  Deprivations  by  the 
Vifitors  in  their  triennial  vifitation  :  in  Berwick's  cafe  the  Vifi- 
tors did  not  deprive  in  a  triennial  vifitation,  or  at  all  i  they  only 
reitored  by  virtue  of  their  authority  derived  from  the  Common 
Law.  It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Expulfion  of  a 
Member  has  never  been  held  one  of  the  more  weighty  affairs  of 
the  College,  on  which  the  Chancellor  is  to  be  confulted,  being 
frequently  performed  by  the  Provoft  and  Fellows,  without  con- 
fulting  either  with  the  Chancellor  or  Vifitors  j  and  Expuifion  is 
an  affair,  at  leaft,  as  weighty  and  worthy  of  the  review  of  the 
Chancellor,  as  Reiteration. 
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pamphlet  concluded  with  reciting  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Dublin's  panegyrick  on  the  Provoft, 
which,  as  there  fet  forth,  contained  a  com- 
mendation of  his  plans,  with  refped  to  the 
improvement  of  the  buildings  of  the  College, 
his  munificence  in  founding  two  profeffor- 
fhips  of  modern  languages,  and  his  regula- 
tions for  the  improvement  of  literature. 
His  merits,  in  thefe  particulars,  I  (hall,  there- 
fore, now  proceed  to  inquire  into,  although 
the  reader  may  make  a  pretty  juft  eftimate 
of  them,  by  what  I  have  already  ftated.  In 
refpedt  to  his  plans  for  improving  the  build- 
ings of  the  College,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
none  of  them  have  ever  yet  been  executed, 
or  even  begun,  and  that  he  has  prevented 
the  eredlion  of  a  plain  brick  building,  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  ftudents,  to  the  infinite  detriment  of  the 
College  5  and  that  he  cannot  arrogate  to  him- 
felf  the  merit  of  any  future  improvements- in 
the  buildings  of  the  College,  fuch  improve- 
ments having  been  projected  long  before  he 
became  Provoft,  and  the  parliament  having 
granted  large  fums  for  re-building  the  Col- 
lege \  £  1 2,000  of  which  (as  before  mentioned) 
are  yet  unexpended :  he  has,  indeed,  pro- 
cured 
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cured  the  fum  of  £2,500  from  the  Board  of 
Erafmus  Smith,  for  the  purpofe  of  eredting 
a  theatre  in  the  College  ;  but  the  College 
being  already  furnifhed  with  an  elegant 
fenate^houfe,  this  theatre  has  been  looked 
upon  as  ufelefs,  and  the  money  is  to  be  laid 
out  in  ere&ing  a  new  hall.  Whatever  merit 
he  may  claim  from  this  fervice  to  the  Col- 
lege, certainly  it  cannot  be  equal  to  that  of 
the  late  Provoft,  who  procured  infinitely 
larger  fums  from  trie  fame  Board,  and  ap- 
plied them  to  ufeful  purpofes  in  the  Col- 
kge  -y  to  wit,  to  the  promotion  and  encour- 
agement of  the  fciences  j  he  never  conceived 
the  idea  of  fquandering  them  on  gewgaius  : 
befides,  Mr.  Hutchinfon  has  quartered  one 
of  his  dependants  on  the  College,  as  an 
atfchiteft,  with  an  annual  falary  of  £150, 
which  amounts  to  the  legal  intereft  of  th$ 
fum  he  procured.  His  munificence,  in  found- 
ing two  Profefforffeips  of  Modern  Languages, 
amounts  to  this :  he  has  imported  two  fo- 
reigners, and  affigned  them  chambers  in  the 
College,  (notwithftanding  the  fcarcity  of 
lodgings)  to  teach  the  French,  German, 
Italian,  and  Spanifh  Languages,  to  fuch 
ftudenta  as  choofe  to  become  their  pupils, 

and 


and  pay  them  for  their  inftruftions :  he  de- 
clared, that  he  engaged  to  pay  each  of  thefe 
men£ioo  yearly,  but  he  charged  the  Col- 
lege with  all  their  travelling  expenfes.  Thefe 
two  language-matters  he  calls  Profeffors,  in 
the  true  flyle  of  fchool-mafters,  who  gene- 
rally, in  Dublin,  call  their  fchools  Acade- 
mies j  and  he  has  lately  taken  care  to  eafe 
himfelf  of  the  obligation  to  pay  their  ilipends, 
having  procured  an  annual  allowance  from 
government  for  that  purpofe.  This  is  the 
foundation  of  two  new  Profefforfhips  of 
Modern  Languages !  Profefforfhips  of  mo- 
dern languages  being  eftablifhed  in  the 
Univerfities  in  England,  and  a  menage  in 
that  of  Oxford,  he  thought  he  might  drown 
the  publick  clamour,  excited  by  his  extra- 
ordinary promotion,  in  the  eclat  of  intro- 
ducing fimilareftablifhments  here:  the  erec- 
tion of  a  Riding-houfe  he  recommended 
with  great  earneftnefs  to  the  Board,  and 
the  endowment  of  a  ProfefTor  of  Horfeman- 
{hip,  but  without  fuccefs  :  any  perfon,  who 
will  confider  the  different  fituations  of  the 
College  of  Dublin  and  the  Univerfities  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  will  eafily  perceive 
Q,  that 
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that  fuch  inftitutions,  though  ufeful  in  the 
Englifh  Seminaries,  are  totally  unneceflary 
here.  This  College  is  fituated  almaft  in  the 
middle  of  a  city,  the  largeft  in  Chriftendorn, 
except  London  and  Paris ;  every  ftudent, 
defirous  of  acquiring  the  polite  accomplifh- 
ments,  can  readily  procure  inftrudors  in  the 
city  ;  they  may  be  taught  fencing,  dancing, 
and  the  modern  languages,,  in  their  cham- 
bers, on  very  reafonable  terms,  and  there  is 
a  menage  in  the  Caftle  of  Dublin,  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  College,  open  for 
the  inftrudion  of  all  gentlemen  in  horfe- 
manfhip,  at  a  very  moderate  expenfe  :  the 
Univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  are 
both  fituated  in  country  towns,  which,  ab- 
ftraded  from  the  Univerfities,  are  fmall  and 
inconfiderable  ;  they  are  not  furniflied  with 
proper  inftrudors  in  thofe  accomplishments 
which  I  have  juft  mentioned,  and,  therefore, 
it  became,  in  fome  fort,  neceflary  for  the 
governors  of  thefe  feminaries  to  found  aca- 
demick  eftablifhments  for  the  inftrudion  of 
the  young  gentlemen,  committed  to  their 
care,  in  thefe  particulars :  thus  the  different 
fituations  of  thefe  feminaries  render  the  fame 
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eftablifhments  neceflary  and  laudable  in  the 
Englifh,  abfurd  and  ufelefs  in  the  Irifli,  and, 
perhaps,  even  pernicious;  as  teachers  of 
modern  languages,  fencing  and  dancing  ma- 
fters,  and  horfe -riders,  are  not  always  the  moft 
eligible  companions  for  youth,  and  therefore 
ought  not,  unlefs  from  neceffity,to  be  fuffered 
to  take  up  their  refidence  amongft  the  ftudents. 
Experience  has  demonftrated  the  inutility  of 
thefe  language- mailers  in  the  College  of 
Dublin ;  for  though  they  have  been  fettled 
there  above  two  years,  they  have  not  yet 
been  honoured  with  any  confiderable  num- 
ber of  pupils;  perhaps  it  is  rather  an  ex- 
aggeration to  aflert,  that  about  five,  out  of 
five  hundred  ftudents,  have  applied  to  them 
for  inftrudion.  The  lafl  head  of  the  Arch- 
bifhop's  praife,  of  Mr.Hutchinfon,  contained 
advantageous  exprefiions  of  his  new  regula- 
tions, for  the  improvement  of  literature : 
and  whatever  pains  had  been  taken  by  the 
Provoft,  and  his  agents,  to  deceive  his  Grace, 
in  refped  to  the  plans  of  College  buildings, 
and  foundation  of  new  profefforfhips,  they 
mnft  certainly  have  exerted  the  powers  of 
falfehood  and  mifreprefentation,  with  more 
Q,  2  than 
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than  ordinary  activity  and  impudence,  to 
induce  his  Grace  to  believe,  that  a  perfon 
fo  very  illiterate,  as  I  have  already  proved 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  to  be,  could  in  any  manner 
improve  the  courfe  of  education  adopted  and 
eftablifhed  in  the  College  of  Dublin,  when 
he  was  appointed  Provoft.  His  vanity  and 
ignorance  certainly  prompted  him,  on  his 
advancement,  to  find  fault  with  every  thing 
he  did  not  underftand,  that  is,  with  the 
whole  circle  of  the  fciences,  and  the  method 
in  which  they  were  taught  in  the  College  : 
he  was  poffefled  with  a  fort  of  rage  for  alte- 
ration, he  had  a  paflion  for  being  efteemed 
learned,  and  imagined  that  he  might  pro- 
cure the  reputation  of  being  a  fcholar,  by 
interfering  in,  and  new  modelling  learned 
inftitutions  :  he  was  convinced,  from  expe- 
rience, that,  in  moft  profeflions,  external 
appearance  and  artful  management  were  fuf- 
ficient  fubflitutes  for  real  merit,  and  pro- 
cured a  man  the  reputation  of  it.  Prepara- 
tive to  each  of  the  quarterly  examinations, 
the  ftudents  are  obliged  to  read  certain  of  the 
Greek  and  Latin  clafficks  ;  I  have  already 
ftated  the  ridiculous  and  pernicious  altera- 
tions 


tions  he  has  made  in  this  claffical  part  of 
College  education  j  to  give  one  inftance,  out 
of  many,  of  the  abfurdity  of  his  new  regu- 
lations in  this  particular,  he.  has  fubftituted 
the  jejune,  puerile,  ftyle  of  Juftin,  in  place 
of  the  elegant  latinity  of  Caefar's  Commen- 
taries :  fuch  injudicious  alterations  as  thefe, 
only  lightly  mifchievous,  becaufe  they  are 
not  very  important,  with  fome  unftatutable 
orders,  iffued  by  his  own  authority,  con- 
cerning attendance  at  the  preledions  of  the 
Profeffors,  are  the  only  regulations  whatfo- 
ever  he  has  made,  any  way  relating  to  litera- 
ture 5  and  how  far  they  tend  to  its  improve- 
ment, let  the  reader  determine. 

I  (hall  now  proceed  to  that  part  of  my 
fubjed,  which  relates  to  his  behaviour  to  me, 
whilft  I  was  a  Member  of  the  College.  I  (hall 
ftate  the  fads  truly,  abftaining  as  much  as 
poffible  from  any  remarks  upon  them  : 
indeed  I  would  have  very  willingly  omitted 
any  account  of  them  at  all  j  but  as  I  had 
the  peculiar  honour  to  be  marked  out  by 
him  as  the  principal  objed  of  his  malice, 
and  as  his  condud  to  me  is  therefore  diftin- 
Q,  3  guiflied 
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guifhed  by  the  ftrongeft  features  of  malignant 
cunning  and  revenge,  I  think  a  true  portrait 
of  it  will  give  the  publick  a  jufter  idea  of 
the  ruin  impending  over  the  College,  than 
any  of  the  circumftances  which  I  have  already 
related.  I  fcorn  to  appeal  to  the  publick, 
with  a  view  of  procuring  redrefs  or  fatis- 
fadlion,  for  any  private  injury  which  I  may 
have  fuftained  by  him  j  being  perfectly 
convinced,  that  I  am  able  to  procure  them 
for  myfelf,  at  any  time  I  may  think 
proper,  by  other  arms  than  my  pen:  my 
only  objects  are,  to  imprefs  the  world 
with  a  true  notion  of  the  facrifice  which 
has  been  made,  to  glut  the  avarice  of 
Mr.  Hutchinfon,  and  to  convince  the  pub- 
lick,  that  the  rqin  of  the  College,  and  the 
confequent  irreparable  damage  of  this  king- 
dom, will  be  the  certain  effeds  of  his  pro- 
motion, if  he  is  fuffered  to  remain  for  any 
length  of  time  in  his  prefent  ftation.  In 
the  execution  of  this  defign,  to  which  I  have 
been  prompted  by  no  private  views  whatfo- 
ever,  it  has  become  neceflary  for  me  to  re- 
veal the  enormity  of  his  oppreffions  in  the 
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College,  and  I  therefore  cannot  omit  the 
detail  of  his  unjuft  attacks  on  me,  whilft  I 
continued  a  Fellow  :  as  they  are,  at  leaft,  of 
as  malignant  a  nature,  as  any  of  his  attempts 
there,  and  as  expreffive  of  his  temper  and 
defigns.  He  began  his  injurious  behaviour 
to  me,  by  a  grofs  infult  which  he  threw 
upon  me,  without  the  leaft  provocation 
being  given  on  my  part,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing remarkable  occafion.  In  the  oath, 
which  every  man  who  is  eleded  a  Fellow 
is  obliged  to  take,  there  is  the  following 
claufe.  "  I  alfo  profefs  that  I  do  not  now 
<f  poflefs  any  ecclefiaftical  benefice  whatfo- 
"  ever,  nor  will  I  accept  of  any,  fo  long 
"  as  I  (hall  continue  a  Fellow  of  this  Col- 
"  lege,  unlefs  it  be  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
"  or  in  places  within  fifteen  miles  of  the 
<c  city,  if  it  be  a  benefice  with  cure  of 
"  fouls  ;  or  if  it  be  not  a  benefice  with 
<c  cure  of  fouls,  within  the  diftance  of 
"  thirty  miles  at  moft,  but  in  neither  cafes 
"  exceeding  the  value  of  ten  pounds  fterling, 
"  in  the  book  of  rates  in  the  King's  ex- 
"  chequer."  The  Provoft,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  his  appointment,  had  determined 

to 
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to  exert  all  his  influence  to  fecure  the  elec- 
tion of  two  of  his  creatures  as  reprefenta- 
tives  ©f  the  College  in  parliament,  and 
quickly  perceiving  that  the  tutors,  having 
great  intereft  with  their  pupils,  could,  of 
all  the  members  of  the  College,  moft  effec- 
tually ferve  his  electioneering  defigns,  he 
refolved  to  reconcile  fome  of  thefe  to  his 
views,  by  every  means  in  his  power.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Hales  had,  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment,  the  moft  numerous  lift  of 
pupils  in  the  College ;  he  lived  in  the  fame 
chambers  with,  and  was  totally  under  the 
guidance  and  direction  of,  the  Rev.  Dodor 
Forfayeth,  who  had  been  his  tutor,  and 
was  a  fort  of  patron  to  him.  A  churcft 
living  in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  of  about 
three  hundred  pounds  yearly  value,  became 
vacant;  and  the  Provoft  determined  to 
attach  Do£tor  Forfayeth  to  his  intereft, 
by  procuring  this  living  for  him  :  un- 
luckily for  Doctor  Forfayeth,  this  benefice 
confifted  of  a  number  of  fmall  livings  uni- 
ted, and  had  the  cure  of  fouls ;  fome  of 
the  livings  were  within  fifteen  miles  of 
Dublin,  fome  of  them  far  beyond  this  limit. 

The 
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The  value  of  them  all  together,  in  the  book 
of  rates  in  the  Kings  exchequer,   amount- 
ed to  about  eighteen  pounds   per  annum. 
Thefe  bars  to  the  acceptance  of  fuch  a  liv- 
ing   may  feem  infur  mount  able  ^  by  a  Fellow 
of  this  College,   to  a  perfon   who  has  read 
the  oath  of  a  Fellow ;  but  Doctor  Forfayeth 
found  no  difficulty  in  bounding  over  them 
with  the  help  of  the  Provoft,  who  eafily  pro- 
cured  the   Lord   Lieutenant's   promife   to 
prefent,  and  the  Doctor's  confent  to  accept: 
but  the  Do£tor  had  ftill  one  fmall  fcruple, 
which  the  Provoft   undertook  to  remove; 
as  the  duration  of  human  life  is  uncertain, 
the  Dodtor  apprehended  that  a  future  Pro- 
voft might,  perhaps,  not  interpret  the  Fel- 
low's oath  in  the  fame  favourable  fenfe  for 
him,   as  the  prefent  Provoft:    and  he  could 
not  bear  the  thought  of  refigning,  or  lofing 
his  Fellowfhip :    it  was  therefore  refolved 
by  thefe  two  friends,  that  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  the  living  fhould   be  explained  to  the 
Board,  and   that  the  Provoft,   by  the  force 
of  his   eloquence,    ihould  demonftrate   to 
them   the   propriety  of  Dodor   Forfayeth's 
accepting  this  living,  and  retaining  his  Fel- 
lowfhip, 


lowfhip,  notwithftanding  his  oath  :  this 
was  certainly  a  difficult  tafk  for  a  mathe- 
matician, being  of  the  fame  nature  with 
proving,  that  two  added  to  two  make  only 
three  ;  but  it  was  eafy  for  an  orator ;  par- 
ticularly when  that  orator  was  the  almoft 
defpotick  governor  of  his  auditors  :  and  the 
Provoft  undertook  to  procure  the  Board, 
not  only  to  approve  of  the  Doctor's  accepting 
the  living,  but  to  enter  their  approbation 
in  the  College  regiftry,  which  would  be  a 
ftiicld  to  defend  the  Do£lor  againft  the  at- 
tacks of  any  future  fcrupulous  Provoft,  on 
the  fcore  of  his  oath.  The  Board  was  ac- 
cordingly affembled,  and  both  Doftor  For- 
fayeth  and  I  were  members  of  it;  two 
fenior  Fellows  being  abfent.  Dodor  For- 
fayeth  produced  to  us  a  cafe,  in  which  the 
circumftances  of  the  living  were  ftated,  and 
a  paper,  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  detached 
from  the  cafe,  fubfcribed  by  a  civilian  of 
rank  and  merit,  with  whom  he  had  an  in- 
timacy :  this  paper  contained  a  fort  of  opi- 
nion or  argument,  tending  to  juftify  the 
Doctor's  acceptance  of  the  living;  but  it 
plainly  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  opinion, 
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that  it  was  not  given  upon  the  cafe  pro- 
duced to  us,  nor  was  the  cafe,  upon  which 
the  opinion  was  given,  at  all  fhewn  to  us. 
To  prove  that  the  living  was  within  the 
limits  prefcribed  by  the  oath,  the  Do&or 
produced  a  compafs,  and  an  old  map  of  the 
province  of  Leinfter  by  Sir  William  Petty ; 
and  endeavoured  to  fhew,  that  the  remoteft 
church  (for  there  were  two  upon  the  bene- 
fice) was  juft  fifteen  miles  from  Dublin,  in 
a  ftraight  or  bird-line :  even  this  part  of  the 
farce  required  a  dextrous  management  of 
the  dividers,  in  which  the  Dodtor  feemed 
to  be  very  expert.  The  Provoft  then,  ac- 
cording to  cuftom,  made  a  tedious  harangue, 
praifing  the  Dodlor's  ftrid  attention  to  the 
obligation  of  his  oath,  blaming,  however, 
his  fcrupuloufnefs  on  this  occafion,  in  fo 
clear  a  cafe,  telling  us  of  the  nature,  ufe, 
and  adoption  of  bird-lines,  in  the  room  of 
zig  zags  &c.  &c.  &c.  I  had  never  before 
heard  of  this  bufinefs,  but  as  I  was,  at  the 
time,  profeffor  of  civil  law,  in  the  Univer- 
fity,  and  as  the  opinion  of  the  Board  was 
required  upon  the  cafe,  I  thought  it  became 
my  profeflion  and  ftation,  to  pay  fome  at- 
tention 
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tention  to  it :   and  whilft  the  Provoft   was 
haranguing,   I  read  the  cafe  and  opinion 
very  carefully.     It  did  not  require   much 
attention  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  cafe  ; 
but  as  my  thoughts  upon  it  were  very  dif- 
ferent from  thofeof  the  civilian  before  men- 
tioned, for  whom  I  had  a  great  refpedt,  and 
alfo  from  thofe  expreffed  by  the  Provoft, 
I  determined  to  deliver  them  with  all  defe- 
rence and  humility,    and  in  as  brief  a  man- 
ner as  poflible.     I  accordingly  obferved,  that 
I  did  not  think  the  opinion  before  us  was 
founded  on  legal  principles,  and  mentioned 
one,  on  which  the  whole  feemed  to  be  built, 
which  I  apprehended  not  to  be  law;  and 
that  I  did  not  think  any  Fellow  of  the  College 
could,  confcientioufly,  accept  of  an  ecclefiaf- 
tical  benefice,  circumftanced  as  the  living  in 
queftion,   and   retain  his  Fellowfhip.     The 
Provoft  had  fcarce  patience  to  hear  me  ex- 
prefs  thefe  few  words :  he  flew  into  a  violent 
rage;  reproved  me  in  the  harfheft  terms, 
fcarcely  refraining  from  downright  abufe,  and 
behaved  to  me  in  fo  indecent  and  outrageous 
a  manner,  that  all  prefent  were  ftruck  with 
aftonifhment.    I   was  fully   fenfible  of  the 
indignity   with    which  I  was  treated,    but 
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recolleding  my  fituation  to  be  the  fame, 
with  that  of  a  man  bound  hand  and  foot, 
lying  at  the  feet  of  a  ruffian  brandifhing  a 
fword  over  him,  I  behaved  with  calmnefs 
and  filence,  till  the  firft  ebullitions  of  his 
wrath  had  evaporated :  I  then  obferved,  that 
it  was  far  from  my  intentions  to  give  any 
offence  to  the  Provoft,  or  to  any  perfon ;  that 
I  was  only  delivering  my  opinion,  in  the 
courfe  of  my  duty,  upon  a  .point  fubmitted 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Board,  of  which  I 
was  a  member,  by  the  Provoft  himfelf ;  that 
it  was  a  point  too  in  which  the  Board  had 
no  concern  whatfoever ;  that  the  Board  were 
not  the  patrons  of  the  living,  and  that  no 
perfon  there  was  concerned  in  the  matter, 
except  Dqdor  Forfayeth,  whofe  conscience 
would  inform  him  better  than  lawyers,  civi- 
lians, or  the  Board,  what  line  of  condu6t 
he  ought  to  follow  on  theoccafion;  even 
this  apology  for  my  opinion  did  not  fatisfy 
the  Provoft ;  I  underwent  a  fecond  furious 
rebuke;  and  Doctor  Forfayeth  openly  de- 
claring that  his  confcience  was  perfectly 
fatisfied,  and  that  he  would  accept  the 
living^,  the  Board  (partly  intimidated,  as  I 
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believe,  by  the  treatment  which  they  had 
feen  me  receive)  agreed  to  enter  a  fort  of 
approbation  of  Doctor  Forfayeth's  accept- 
ance of  the  living,  on  the  College  regiflry; 
inferting,  however,  the  cafe  and  opinion 
produced  by  the  Doctor,  as  the  juftification 
of  this  extorted  approbation,  and  referring  to 
them.  It  is  worthy  to  be  remarked,  that 
Doctor  Forfayeth  did  not  accept  the  living 
for  three  or  four  months  after  this  tranfac- 
tion :  the  circumftances  of  the  living,  and 
the  Provoft's  behaviour  to  me,  became  a  fub- 
ject  of  converfation  in  the  College  and  the 
city ;  and  though  the  Doctor  had  declared  at 
the  Board,  that  his  confcience  was  perfectly 
fatisfied,  and  that  he  would  accept  the 
living,  yet,  in  the  interval  between  this 
tranfaction  and  his  acceptance  of  it,  he  has 
fince  declared,  that  he  applied  for,  and 
obtained  the  opinions  of  three  *  or  four  very 

eminent 

*  I  have  been  informed  that  thefe  gentlemen  have  attempted 
the  Do£Ur's  juftification,  in  the  point  of  diftance,  by  computed 
miles,  bird-lines,  unions,  &c.  in  the  point  of  value,  by  palliated 
unions,  &c.  I  have  never  been  able  to  procure  a  fight  of  thefe 
qpinions,  or  the  cafes  upon  which  they  have  been  given  >,  but 

ai 
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eminent  lawyers  and  civilians,  and  that 
they  have  all  agreed,  that  he  might  retain 
his  Fellowship,  and  accept  the  living,  with- 
out breaking  through  the  obligations  of  his 
oath.  Thefe  opinions  he  and  his  friends 
have  often  promifed  to  publifh,  but  have 
hitherto  declined  it.  One  thing,  however, 
is  plain  from  his  conduct  in  this  refpedl; 
that  he  did  not  procure  thefe  laft  mentioned 
opinions  in  order  to  fatisfy  his  confcience, 
but  merely  for  defence.  At  the  time  this 
affair  happened,  Mr.  Hutchinfon  had  not 
fpoken  to  me  about  my  votes  at  the  elec- 
tion :  when  he  had  time  to  reflect  on  the 

as  they  have  been  reprefented  to  me,  his  judification,  in  point  of 
didance,  deftroys  his  juftification  in  point  of  value,  and  «y/V- 
<verfd.  Though  I  have  a  very  great  refpect  for  the  gentlemen, 
who  are  laid  to  have  given  their  opinions  on  thefe  points,  and 
know  them  to  be  men  of  very  great  abilities,  yet  I  will  under- 
take to  fupport  the  opinion  I  delivered  at  the  .Board,  upon  the 
cafe  dated  by  Doctor  Forfayeth  himfelf,  now  on  record  in  the 
College  regiftry  ;  and  to  prove  in  piiut  (provided  the  cafes  faid 
to  be  dated,  and  the  opinions  (aid  to  be  obtained  by  Doctor 
Forfayeth,  fhall  be  printed)  that  no  Fellow  of  the  College  of 
Dublin  can  confcientioufly  accept  of  a  living,  circumdanced  as 
the  living  in  quedion,  whilft  he  remains  a  Fellow,  either  in 
refpeO  to  the  value  or  didance ;  notwithdanding  all  the  chicane 
of  computed  miles,  bird-lines,  palliated  unions,  &c.  &c. 

indecency 
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indecency  of  his  behaviour  to  me,  he  began, 
as  I  fuppofe,  to  be  afraid,  that  my  refent- 
xnent  might  induce  me  to  vote  againft 
his  intereft,  and  in  order  to  obviate  the 
effedts  of  any  diftafte  I  might  have  con- 
ceived, by  a  fudden  application,  he  fent 
for  me  the  very  next  day,  and  afked,  or 
rather  demanded,  a  promife  of  my  two  votes 
for  any  perfons  he  fhould  think  proper  to 
nominate :  I  told  him  that  his  Majefty's 
Attorney  general,  from  repeated  favours 
conferred  upon  me,  had  a  right  to  every 
attention  and  duty  I  could  pay  him,  on  the 
principles  of  gratitude :  that  I  had  the  ho- 
nour and  ad  vantage -of  the  protedion  and 
countenance  of  that  great  man,  long  before 
I  had  even  fufpefled  that  Mr.  Hutchinfon 
would  ever  be  Provoft  of  the  College : 
that  if  I  had  been  bound  by  the  fame 
ties  to  him,  he  would  have  good  reafon 
to  think  me  a  very  worthlefs  perfon,  if 
I  deferted  his  intereft:  that  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  give  the  Attorney  general  any 
reafon  to  entertain  a  bad  opinion  of  me, 
and  that  my  votes  and  whatever  intereft  I 
had,  fhould  be  exerted  in  fupport  of  the 

Attorney 


attorney  on  the  enfuing  election  :  he  affedled 
to  be  much  furprifed,  and  endeavoured  to 
faften  a  promife  upon  me  of  one  vote  at  leaft, 
from  fome  vague  converfation,  which  had 
formerly  happened  between  him  and  me : 
but  I  told  him,  that,  till  that  inftant,  I  had 
never  the  lead  difcourfe  with  him,  concern- 
ing elections,  and  that  if  he  underflood  any 
compliments  which  I  might  have  paid  him, 
in  the  ufual  courfe  of  converfation,  as  any 
way  relating  to  fervices  to  be  performed  for 
him  on  an  election,  he  had  been  greatly  mif- 
taken  :  on  this  he  difmifled  me,  not  without 
evident  marks  of  his  difpleafure  and  difap- 
pointment.  At  this  time,  I  flood  indebted 
to  the  College,  in  the  Aim  of  £300  or 
thereabouts  :  this  debt  had  been  contradled 
partly  in  purchafing  chambers,  when  I  had 
been  firft  eleded  a  Fellow  (Fellows  in  the 
College  of  Dublin  being  obliged  to  buy  their 
chambers)  partly  by  the  expenfe  in  which 
my  neceflary  refidence  at  the  Temple,  in  the 
ftudy  of  my  profeifion,  had  involved  me  :  I 
had  been  originally  compelled  to  enter  into 
the  profefiion  of  the  law,  by  the  ftatutes,  on 
the  refignation  of  his  Fellowship  by  the  late 
Dr.  Sullivan  j  the  Junior  Matter  of  Arts, 

R  among 


among  the  Fellows,  which  I  then  was,  being 
obliged  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  that 
profeffion,  on  the  death  or  refignation  of  the 
Law-fellow  :  the  perfon  thus  deftined  to 
the  profeffion  of  the  law,  unlefs  he  has  fome 
private  fortune  (which  was  not  my  cafe)  is 
put  to  great  inconvenience  j  and  his  Fellow- 
fhip  is  much  lefs  lucrative  than  that  of  any 
other  Fellow  :  for  the  Junior  Fellows  here 
are  very  flenderly  provided  for  by  the  Col- 
lege, their  income  generally  amounting  to 
£60  per  ann.  exclufive  of  their  commons  : 
their  greateft  profits  arife  from  their  pupils, 
but  the  Law-fellow  cannot  ftudy  and  exercife 
his  profeffion,  and  attend  pupils  at  the  fame 
time  j  the  duties  are  abfolutely  incompatible: 
thus  the  Law-fellow  is  laid  under  a  neceffity 
of  dedicating  himfelf  to  a  profeffion,  expen- 
five  in  the  acquisition,  unprofitable  in  the 
practice,  for  fome  years  at  leaft ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  of  foregoing  all  the  advantages 
arifing  from  pupilage,  the  chief  fupport  of  a 
Junior  Fellow,  with  a  very  fcanty  fund  for  his 
fubfiftence :  The  reader  may  from  hence 
perceive,  that  my  College  debt  was  con- 
tracted from  neceffity;  and  it  was  alfo 
much  lefs  than  the  College-debts  of  a 
great  majority  of  the  Fellows,  who  were 

under 
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under  no  fuch  neceffity  of  contracting 
them.  I  might  be  at  this  time  reasonably 
accounted  the  next  in  fucceflion  to  a  Se- 
nior Fellowship  ;  for  Dr.  Dabzack,  my  im- 
mediate Senior,  was,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few- 
months  afterwards,  to  fucceed  to  a  Senior 
Fellowmip,  on  the  refignation  of  one  of  the 
Senior  Fellows,  who  was  to  be  promoted  to 
a  valuable  living,  then  vacant,  in  the  gift  of 
the  College ;  and  the  emoluments  of  a  Se- 
nior Fellowship  would,  in  one  half  year, 
pay  my  debt ;  befides  my  chambers  and  ef- 
fe<3s  in  the  College  were  nearly  fufficient  to 
pay  it,  in  cafe  of  my  death,  before  I  be- 
came a  Senior  Fellow.  Thefe  considerations 
had  hitherto  prevented  the  College  from  giv- 
ing me  any  trouble  about  this  matter:  my  fa- 
lary  was  regularly  paid  to  me  3  and  the  Pro- 
voft  and  board  had  been  content  to  wait  until 
it  was  convenient  for  me  to  difcharge  the 
debt  :  In  this  I  was  treated  with  no  peculiar 
favour  :  the  fame  indulgence  was  extended 
to  all  the  Fellows:  it  was  the  cu/rom  and 
ufage  of  the  College ;  and  no  man  had  expe- 
rienced it  in  a  more  eminent  degree  than  Dr. 
Leland  ;  nor  did  any  man,  in  my  remem- 
brance, in  the  College,  ftand  in  fuch  need 
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of  it,  tho'his  College-debt  was  not  contract- 
ed from  a  neceffity  induced  by  his  fituatiora 
in  the  College,    as  mine  had  been.     On  the 
very  next  day,  after  I  had   refufed  to  ferve 
Mr.  Hutcbinfon  with  my  votes  and  interefl 
on   the  election,   I    went,   as  ufual,  to  the 
Burfar,  who  then  was  this  Dr.  Leland,   and 
defired  him  to  pay  me  a  quarter's  falary,  then 
due :  he  told  me  he  would  not  pay  me*  and 
that  he  had  orders  to  refuie  paying  me  any 
money,    till  my  College-debt  was  firft  dif- 
eharged  :  I  went  to  feveral  members  of  the 
board,  and  inquired,  whether  the  board  had 
given  him  fuch  orders,   they  all  declared  that 
no  fuch  matter  had  been  ever  mentioned  at 
the  board,  and  that  he  had  received  no  orders 
whatfoever  from  the  board,  except  fuch  ge- 
neral ones  as  are  given  to  all  Burfars,    when 
they  are  eledted  into  the  office.  This  left  no 
doubt  concerning     the    perfon,     who   had 
given    him    the   orders,    for    no  perfon   or 
perfons  whatfoever,   except  the  Provoft  and 
board,     can    give    any     order   to    College- 
officers  refpedling  the  affairs  of  the  College. 
This  exertion  of  revenge  and  meannefs  nei- 
ther furprifed  nor  injured  me;   I  had  before 
been  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  princi- 
ples 
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pies  of  the  a&ors  in  it ;   and  the  profits  of 
my  profeffion  had  about  that   time  emanci- 
pated me  from  the  hand  of  oppreffion  in 
this    particular :    I    was   even  in  fome   fort 
pleafed  at  it ;  as  I  knew  it  would  bring  more 
difgrace  on  the  principal  and  the  tool,    than 
inconvenience  to  me :     I  took   no   care  to 
conceal  it :    and  the  Provoft,  perceiving  that 
he  had  injured  his  intereft,  as  well  as  added 
a  deeper  fliade  to  his  character  by  it,  made 
fome  efforts,   weak  and  contemptible,  fuch 
only  being  in  his   power,   to  extenuate  the 
bafenefs  of  the  meafure :   in  a  few  months 
afterwards  he  fpoke  at  the  board  concerning 
the  neceffity  of  diminishing  the  debts  of  the 
Fellows  :   this  he  did,  that  he  might  take  an 
opportunity  of  aflerting,  that  I  had  not  been 
treated  with  any  peculiar  hardfhip :  but  it  is 
obfervable,  without  confidering  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  precedence,  in  enforcing  the 
payment  of  my  debt,  with  which  he  honour*- 
ed  me,   and  the  time  in  which  he  caufed  it 
to   be  exadted,   that  all   fuch  fellows  as  fa- 
voured his  intereft  have,  to  this  day,    receiv- 
ed the   cuftomary  indulgence  in  refpedl   to 
their  debts :    he  has  alfo  commiflioned  his 
irufty  partifan,    Dr.  Leland,   to  declare  that 

he 
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he  had  no  orders  for  refilling  to  pay  me  my 
falary,  except  the  general  orders  given  to  the 
Burfar,  when  he  firft  enters  upon  his  office ; 
and  that  fuch  orders,  extending  to  the  calling 
in  of  the  debts  of  the  Fellows,   fufficiently 
juftified  his  condud:  to  me  :  but  here  it  muft 
be  remarked,    that  fuch  general  orders  were 
never  underftood  by  any  Burfar,  during  the 
fourteen  years   preceding  in   which  I    had 
been  a  Fellow,   to  extend  to  the  ftoppage  of 
my  falary  \   I  had  been  always  confidered  as 
entitled  to  indulgence,  in  that  refpedt,  from 
the  reafons  I  have  herein  before  fully  dated, 
and  to  a  greater  indulgence  than  any  other 
Fellow  :  I  had,    notwithftanding  the  pecu- 
liar difadvantage  I  laboured  under,lived  with 
fuch  frugality,  that  I  owed  lefs  to  the  Col- 
lege, than  any  Fellow  who  had  arrived  at  my 
Handing,  for  a  number  of  years,  a  very  few 
excepted  ;  tho'  their  incomes  had  greatly  ex- 
ceeded   mine.     No  Fellow  in   the  College 
knew  better  than  Dr.  Leland,  that  fuch  ge- 
neral orders  did  not  extend  to  the   ftoppage 
of  the    falary    of   Fellows,     who    had    no 
pupils,    for   the  payment    of  their    College 
debts:   for  he  had  been  a  Senior  Fellow  for 
fixteen  years  preceding  j  and,  for  the  greater 

part 


(    247    ) 

part  of  that  time,  never  owed  lefs  than  i  oool. 
to  the  College ;  often  more  :  his  College  debt 
had  been  alfo  very  heavy,  when  he  was  a 
Junior  Fellow  :  the  late  Provoft,  Dr.  An- 
drews, of  benevolent  memory,  had,  through 
compaffion,  permitted  Dr.  Leland  to  remain 
thus  heavily  indebted  to  the  College  for  fo 
long  a  time,  knowing  that  he  had  a  numer- 
ous and  expenfive  family  to  fupport,  whofe 
demands  fwallowed  up  the  whole  ample  in- 
come of  a  Senior  Fellowfhip,  and  that  if  he 
(hould  rigoroufly  exact  the  payment  of  his 
College  debt,  they  would  be  reduced  to  indi- 
gence :  thus  fuffering  the  feelings  of  huma- 
nity, in  this  man's  cafe,  to  filence  the  calls  of 
his  duty  to  the  College  :  he  had  alfo  from  the 
fame  compaffionate  motives  procured  for  Dr. 
Leland  the  vicarage  of  Bray,  which  he  has 
fince  turned  to  good  account.  At  the  time 
this  man  (lopped  my  falary,  he  enjoyed  the 
lucrative  place  of  Burfar,  a  Senior  Fellow- 
(hip,  and  a  church  living  worth  6ool.  per 
ann.  he  had  been  Burfar  alfo  before;  and  tho' 
he  was  in  poflefTion  of  an  income  at  that 
time  of  1400!,  per  ann.  and  was  for  fixteen 
years  preceding  in  pofleffion  of  an  annual 
income  of  8ool.  one  year  with  another, 

about 


about  eight  times  greater  than  my  income 
from  the  College,   yet  he  would  have  made 
grievous  complaints,   if  his  falary  had  been 
flopped,  even  partially,  for  the  payment  of  his 
College  debt.     On  the  aoth  of  November, 
{ubfequent  to  the    ftoppage   of  my    falary, 
this  man,  notwithftanding  all  his  appoint- 
ments, returned  himfelf  in  debt  to  the  Col- 
lege, in  the  fum  of  379!-  and  Dr.  Stokes,  his 
friend  and  companion,   tho'  prefented  above 
a  year  ago  to  a  very  valuable  church  living 
by  the  College,   was   permitted  to  quit  the 
College,  in  debt  to  it  above   270!.  which  is 
not  yet  paid  ;   tho'  he  too  had  been  a  Senior 
Fellow  for  upwards  of  fixteen  years.  I  never 
was  a  Senior  Fellow,  and  refigned  my  Fel- 
lowftiip  in  June  1776,  on  my  eledion  to  the 
employment  of  royal  profeffor  of  Feudal  and 
Englilh  Law,  in  the  Univeriity,  and,  in  the 
September  following,  paid  off  all  the  debt  I 
owed  to  the  College  ;  a  circumftance  of  which 
few,  who  have  refigned  their  Fellowfhips  for 
a  long  feries  of  years  part,   can   boaft  ;   and 
which  tends  to  (hew,  what  little  reafon   the 
Provoft,  or f  his  tools,  had  to  flop  my  falary 
for  the  payment  of   my  College  debt,  either 
from  its  magnitude  or  infecurity.     It  cannot 

be 
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be  fuppofed  that  this  conduit  of  the  Provoft 
to  me  gave  me  an  advantageous  opinion  of 
him,   or  inclined  me  to  pay  him  any  extra- 
ordinary attention.    I  determined  to  perform 
my  duty,   both  to  him  and  the  College,  ac- 
cording to  the  prefcriptions  of   the  ftatutes, 
without  watching  for  opportunities  of  ob- 
truding any  obliging  offices  upon  him.   In  the 
long  vacation  of  the  year  1775,   the  College 
cook  happened  to  die,  and  the  Provoft,  ever 
watchful  to  thruft  fome  dependant  or  other 
into  every  employment,  by  which  any  thing 
is  to  be  gotten,  had  fixed   his  eyes   on  the 
cookfhip,  for  a  fellow,  one  Gaur  or  Gare, 
who  ferved  him  in  the  capacity  of  butler :  it 
was  his  opinion,   as  well  as   that  of  his  pa- 
tron Blacquicre,  that  all  men  were  equally 
fit  for  all  employments ;     and  that  the  value 
of  the  office,  only,  was  to  be  inquired  into, 
not  the  duty   required,  or  the  capacity   to 
execute  it,  of  the  perfon  appointed.     I  have 
already   obferved,    that   this    fellow    was   a 
Frenchman  or  a  Swifs,  and  had  been  bred  a 
barber   or  hair-drefler.     He  did  not  ferve, 
even  the  Provoft,  in   the  capacity  of  cook. 
But  the  employment  was  worth   200!.  per 
ann.  and  tho'  he  was  not  capable  of  perform- 
ing 


ing  the  duty  of  a  cook,  he  was  capable  of 
receiving  the  income,  and  would  at  any  rate 
make  as  good  a  cook,  as  Mr,  Hutchinibn  a 
Provoft.  On  the  death  of  the  cook,  feveral 
candidates,  well  qualified  to  fucceed  him, 
applied  to  me  for  my  intereft  as  a  member 
of  the  board  :  and  as  it  was  a  matter  of  fome 
confequence,  both  to  the  Fellows  and  Scho- 
lars, to  have  a  man  appointed  cook,  able  to 
perform  the  duty,  I  determined  to  vote  for 
the  perfon  amongft  the  candidates,  whom  I 
fhculd  have  reafon  to  think  heft  qualified  :  it 
was  indeed  a  matter  of  little  confequence  to 
the  Provoft,  who  never  dined  at  commons  but 
once  fince  his  appointment.  I  had  received 
intelligence,  before  the  board  was  fummoned 
for  the  election  of  a  cook,  that  the  Provoft 
intended  to  recommend  this  Gaur  to  our 
choice  :  I  could  not  think  a  barber,  a  land- 
carriage-officer,  and  a  butler,  a  proper  per^ 
fon  to  be  appointed  cook ;  and  I  had  another 
objection  befides,  which  had  great  weight 
with  me :  I  obferved  that  when  the  fervant 
of  a  Provoft  became  a  College  fervant, 
he  generally  turned  out  infolent,  negli- 
gent, and  fometimes  difhoneft :  relying  on 
his  intereft  with  the  Provoft  and  his  family 
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for  impunity.  I  heard,  indeed,  that  the  Pro- 
voft  had  prevailed  on  a  majority  of  the  board 
to  vote  for  Gaur,  but  I  determined,  notwith- 
ftanding,  to  oppofe  his  eledion  as  effectually 
as  I  could  ;  and,  every  member  of  the  board 
having,  by  immemorial  cuftom,  a  right  to 
caufe  his  ciffent  from  any  thing  agreed  upon 
by  the  reft  of  the  board,  with  his  reafons  for 
his  diflent,  to  be  inferted  in  the  College  re- 
giftry,  I  prepared  a  paper,  containing  my 
diffent  and  the  reafons  for  it  (a  copy  of 
which  I  have  inferted  in  the  notes  *)  and  de- 
termined to  infift  that  it  fhould  be  inferted 

in 


*  I  Patrick  Duigenan,  L.  L.  D.  one  of  the  junior  Fellows  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  at  prefent  a  member  of  the 
board  thereof,  do  hereby  declare  my  diflent  from  the  electi- 
on of  Auguftine  Gaur,  or  Gare,  into  the  place  of  cook  of  this 
College,  which  my  diflent  is  grounded  on  the  following 
reafons. 

ift.  The  faid  Gaur  is  an  officer  in  his  Majefty's  revenue,  ufu- 
ally  called  a  land-carriage  officer,  the  duty  of  which  office 
(if  he  does  his  duty  to  his  Majefty)  will  confume  fo  much 
of  faid  Gaur's  time,  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  attending 
his  duty  as  cook  to  this  college, 

2dly.  The  duty  of  the  faid  office  of  cook  to  this  College  fhould 
be  performed  by  the  man,  who  is  elected  cook,  in  perfon, 
and  not  by  deputy :  it  being  an  office  of  conliderable  truft, 

and 


in  the  regiftry,  if  Gaur  (hould  be  eleft- 
ed.  The  Provoft  fummoned  a  board  to 
meet,  on  the  3d  of  Auguft,  1775,  for  the 
election  of  a  cook ;  Gaur  was  eledted  by  a 
majority  :  I  diflented,  and  prefented  my 
paper,  defiring  it  might  be  entered  in  the 
regiftry  :  the  Provoft  flew  into  a  violent  rage, 
and  flung  the  paper  at  me,  in  a  moft  infolent 
manner,  declaring  he  would  not  fuffer  it  to 
be  regiftered  :  I  afked  whether  he  was  deter- 
mined to  preclude  me  from  my  right  of  enter- 
ing my  diflent  in  the  Regiftry,  by  his  own  au- 
thority? this  queftion  fomewhat  alarmed  him; 
he  called  to  me  for  the  paper,  read  and  ex- 
amined 

and  requiring  great  care  and  attention,  and  therefore  unfit 
to  be  turned  into  a  fine-cure ;  and  I  apprehend  the  faid 
Gaur  muft,  for  the  reafon  aforefaid,  perform  the  duty  thereof 
by  a  deputy. 

$dly.  I  think  the  election  of  any  private  fervant  of  a  provoft  of 
this  College,  into  fuch  a  Collegiate  office,  may  be  attended 
with  inconvenience  to  the  domeftick  ceconomy  of  this  Col- 
lege. 

N.  B.  I  had  inferted  a  ^.th  reafon  ;  which  was,  that  I  had 
been  well  informed  that  Gaur  was  not  bred  a  cook,  but  a 
barber.  However,  the  Provoft  declaring  that  he  was  a  cook, 
I  blotted  out  this  reafon  at  the  board,  to  avoid  giving  him 
offence  by  a  direct  contradiction  ;  tho'  I  gave  no  credit  to 
his  aflertion. 


amined  it  very  carefully,  and  told  me,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  obfervations  on  it,  that  I  had 
afferted  a  falsehood :  to  this  outrage  I  an- 
fwered,  only  by  bowing,  and  remarking,  that 
he  was  thoroughly  acquainted  both  with  his 
fituation  and  mine,  that  he  wasProvoft,and  I 
a  Fellow.  Of  this  remark,  he,  at  this  time,  af- 
fedted  to  take  no  notice,  but  declaring  that  the 
paper  was  an  improper  one,  handed  it  about 
to  his  three  partifans  at  the  board,  Drs.  Le- 
land,  Dabzack  and  Forfayeth,  whom  he 
well  knew  to  be  ready  to  vote,  not  only, 
that  it  was  improper,  but  even  treafonable, 
if  he  fhould  give  the  leaft  hint  to  them  to  do 
fo.  Thefe  gentlemen  immediately  concur- 
red in  the  impropriety  of  the  paper  ;  as  did 
another  member,  I  believe,  influenced  by 
terror,  and  to  avoid  becoming  an  objedt  of  his 
infolence  ;  and  then  the  Provoft,  with  great 
triumph  and  affedted  contempt,  threw  the 
paper  again  towards  me.  Thus  did  a  ma- 
jority of  the  board  concur,  not  only  in  voting 
away  the,  heretofore,  indubitable  right  of 
its  own  members,  but  in  abetting  the  arbi- 
trary and  ruffianly  behaviour  of  this  intruder. 
Whatever  indignation  this  treatment  might 
have  infpired  me  with,  I  had  no  remedy  but 
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patience  and  filence  :  to  exprefs  my  refent- 
ment  by  inftant  corporaKhaftifement  of  him, 
(the  only  method  of  expreffion  any  way  fait- 
ed  to  his  extravagant  infolence)  would  have 
fubjedted  me  to  immediate  expulfion,  and  I 
could  not  afford  to  make  fo  great  a  facrifice 
to  my  dignity,  either  as  a  Fellow  of  the 
College,  or  a  man  ;  and  he  was  perfedly  fen- 
fible  of  this,  or  he  would  not  have  prefumed 
to  infult  me,  no  man  liftening  more  atten- 
tively to  the  dictates  of  moderation,  when 
fear  is  her  advocate.  The  altercation  ended, 
and  the  board  was  difmiffed  $  but  the  Pro- 
voft's  malice  and  revenge  did  not  end  here  ; 
the  aggreffor  is  always  the  laft  who  forgives; 
he  knew  the  advantage  he  had  over  me  at 
the  board,  by  the  abfence  of  Dr. 'Kearney, 
and  the  confcquent  prefence  of  Dr.  Forfay- 
eth.  In  about  a  week  after  he  fummoned 
another  board,  with  the  avowed  defign  of 
procuring  a  College- cenfu re  to  be  infli&ed  on 
me.  I  was,  at  this  time,  a  few  miles  from 
Dublin,  at  a  friend's  houfe  ;  and  the  Vice- 
Provoft,  to  whom  he  declared  his  intention, 
with  difficulty  prevailed  on  him  to  adjourn 
the  board,  till  he  could  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fending  for  me:  when  I  came 
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to  town,  I  was  informed,  that  he  intend- 
ed   to    accufe    me    of    having    challenged 
him,    and  that  my  remark  about  his  know- 
ledge of   our    refpecftive    fituations    at   the 
board,   when  he  told  me  that  I  had  aflerted 
a  falfehood,   amounted  to  one.     The  extra- 
ordinary nature  of  this  complaint,  which  was 
no  other  than   that  a  man  had  attempted  to 
hint  that  he  felt  fome  uneafinefs,    when  he 
was    made    the  object    of  the  moft    brutal 
infult,  and  endeavoured   to  pique  the  pride 
of  the  aggreflbr,  fo  as  to  engage  him  to  de- 
fift  from  treating  him  with  outrage,    which 
he  was    neither   able   to  relift  nor  retaliate, 
the  time  he  had  taken  to  prepare  his  crea- 
tures at  the  board  to  favour  the  efforts  of  his 
vengeance,    (for  he  did  not  complain  of  the 
words  when  they  were  uttered,  though  they 
were  exprefled  before  the  very  fame  board) 
and  above  all  the  vote  of  the  majority  of  that 
board,  that  my  diflent  in  the  cafe  of  Gaur's 
eledion  was  improper,  alarmed  my  friends  : 
they  told  me  that  a  majority  was  prepared 
to  vote  me  guilty  of  any  crime  which   the 
Provoft  fhould  think  proper  to  lay  to  my 
charge,  and  entreated  me  to  make  him  fome 
apology  to  difarm  his  wrath.      My  thoughts 

on 
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on  this  matter  were  very  different :  I  knew 
the  accufation  was  too  ridiculous  to  be  feri- 
oufly  fupported  :  i  was,  indeed,  fully  fenfible 
of  the  voting  abilities  of  Doctors  Leland, 
Dabzack,  and  Forfayeth,  and  that  they  were 
always  at  their  patron's  beck,  ready  to  vote 
a  molehill  a  mountain  :  but  I  was  very  cer- 
tain, that  the  fourth  gentleman,  who  con- 
curred in  voting  my  diffent  improper,  would 
not  be  eafily  prevailed  on  to  give  a  vote  ef- 
fentially  prejudicial  to  one  of  his  brethren, 
in  a  cafe  fo  ftrongly  coloured,  as  this  was, 
with  abfurdity,  oppreffion,  and  injuftice: 
and  if  this  gentleman  fhould,  contrary  to 
all  probability,  difappoint  my  expectations, 
I  was  refolved  to  appeal  to  the  vifitors, 
and,  as  the  cafe  was  circumftanced,  I  had  no 
doubt  of  relief:  I  therefore  refufed  with 
fome  warmth  to  make  any  apology  whatfoe- 
ver :  but  the  ill-judged  zeal  of  fome  of  my 
friends  prevailed  on  a  gentleman,  whofe  ad- 
vice to  me  has  always  the  force  of  commands, 
to  interfere,  and  infift  that  I  fhould  make  an 
apology,  and  I  was  at  length  prevailed  on  to 
fubmit,  very  reluctantly,  and  contrary  to  my 
own  judgment:  I  knew,  however,  the  ma- 
lignant nature  and  low  cunning  of  the  man 
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to  deal  with  better  than  my  friends,  and 
therefore  determined  to  be  ftrictly  on  my 
guard,  and  to  do  or  fay  nothing  which  mould 
tend  in  any  manner  to  injure  myfelf.  That 
the  words  of  the  apology  I  was  to  make 
might  be  accurately  defined,  and  that  there 
mould  be  no  handle  to  mifreprefent  them,  I 
wrote  down  the  following  form  of  fubmiffi- 
on,  and  of  this  I  made  two  copies  ;  one  I 
gave  to  the  Vice-Provoft,  in  whofe  ciiftody 
it  yet  remains,  the  other  I  kept  in  my  owri 
pofleflion  :  at  the  time  I  gave  the  copy  to 
the  Vice-Provoft,  I  told  him  that  no  advice 
or  perfuafion  of  any  man  on  earth  mould 
ever  induce  me  to  make  any  addition  to  this 
form  of  apology  :  and,  that  the  bounds  and 
terms  of  my  fubmiffion  might  be  fully  knowfi 
to  the  Provoft,  before  the  board  aflembled, 
that  he  might  be  at  liberty  either  to  accept 
or  reject  it,  I  requefted  that  the  Vice-Pro- 
voft would  carry  the  copy  to  him,  before 
that  time  :  the  Vice-Provoft  accordingly 
carried  the  paper  to  him,  immediately  be- 
fore the  board  afiembled,  which  he  read, 
and  declared  that  he  was  perfectly  contented 
with  it,  and  that  it  was  fully  fufficient.  The 
form  was  as  follows : 

S  "  I  delivered 
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"  I   delivered   in    a   paper  to  the  board, 
"  which,  at  the  time  I  delivered  it,  I  did  not 
"  think  improper  ;  but  as  the  board  has  ad- 
"  judged  it  to  be  improper,  I  declare,  Ifub~ 
"  mit  to  the  judgment  of  the  board ;   and  as 
<c  the  Provoft  is  offended  at  fome  expreffions, 
"  which  fell  from  me,  after  I  had  delivered 
<c  in  the  faid  paper,  I  declare  I  am  very  forry* 
"  for  fuch  expreffions,  and  alk  the  Provoft's 
"  pardon."     The  reader  will  obferve  that  I 
earefully  avoided  in  this  paper  any  adinifll- 
on,  either  that  my  written  diflent,  on  Gaur's 
election,  was  improper,  or  that  any  of  my 
expreffions  had  given  the  Provoft  juft  caufe 
of  offence.     When  thefe  preliminaries  were 
fettled,  the  Provoft  came  to  the  board,  and? 
contrary  to  my  expectation,  and  even  to  the 
nature  of  the  agreement  made  between  him 
and  the  Vice-Provoft  on  my  behalf,  began 
with   every  fign    of  rage  and   perturbati- 
on, a   moft    virulent  harangue,  containing 
a    long  detail  of  ill-treatment,    which  he 
pretended  to  have  received  from  me  ;  and 
it'confifted    entirely  of    moft   extravagant 
falfehoods,   and  monftrous  exaggerations  of 
trivial  circumftances.      I  was   not  prepar- 
ed for  this  infidious  attack.     I  underftood 
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the  terms  of  pacification  to  have  been  en- 
tirely fettled,  and  that  nothing  remained 
to  be  performed,  but  my  pronouncing  the 
apology  :  I  was  for  fome  time  in  doubt  whe- 
ther I  fhould  pronounce  it  or  not ;  but  at 
length,  thinking  it  the  bcft  way  to  repeat 
it,  as  I  fhould  have  the  opportunity  (confi- 
dering  what  had  happened)  of  ftandihg  on 
my  defence,  with  fome  advantage,  if  he 
fhould  reject  it,  I  arofe  ,  and,  after  telling  him 
that  I  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  any  debate 
of  the  matter,  pronounced  the  apology  exact- 
ly according  to  the  written  form,  word  by 
word,  and  then  fat  down.  Doctor  Dabzack, 
(as  had  been  preconcerted  between  him  and 
his  patron)  with  an  infulting  appearance 
of  compaffion,  immediately  arofe,  and  ad- 
drefled  the  Provoft,  telling  him  that  the 
board  would  become  interceffors  for  me^ 
and,  after  many  encomiums  on  the  Provoft's 
mercy  and  kindnefs,  entreated  him  to 
pardon  me.  The  Provoft  moft  gracioufly 
condefcended,  on  the  repeated  fupplicati- 
dns  of  this  frefumptuous  and  officious  advo- 
cate^ at  length  to  declare,  that  he  would 
not  proceed  further  in  the  matter;  but 
infifted  that  all  thefe  tranfadions  fhould 
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be  regiftered,  fo  as  that  a  cenfure  might  ap- 
pear on  record,  in  the  College-books,  againft 
me ;  and  my  orator,  who  fo  kindly  and  of- 
ficioufly  interceded  for  me,  being.  Regifter, 
immediately  proceeded  to  draw  up  an  ac- 
count of  the  tranfadion,  to  be  fairly  copied 
into  the  regiftry.  I  preferved,  during  the  ad> 
ing  of  this  farce,  a  fallen  filence.  I  was  agita- 
ted by  the  moft  poignant  indignation  :  the  re- 
colleclion  is,  even  yet,  painful  to  me  ;  I  fotrnd 
myfelf  at  once  the  dupe  of  the  miftaken  indif- 
creet  zeal  and  timidity  of  my  friends,  and  the 
perfidy,,  the  low  malignant  cunning,  and  chi- 
canery of  my  enemies,  whofe  folly  was,  here- 
tofore, the  objecl:  of  my  ridicule  :  I  fuffered 
every  inconvenience,  which  could  have  hap- 
pened to  me,  if  I  had  honourably  flood  on 
my  defence,  and  the  board  had  voted,  that 
a  cenfure  fhould  be  inflicted  on  me,  with  the 
additional  difadvantages  of  having  precluded 
myfelf  from  my  remedy,  by  appeal,,  and 
expofed  myfelf  to  contempt  and  derifion,  by 
the  meannefs  of  an  apology,  which  my  foul 
difdained.  But  the  Provoft  was  not  yet  con- 
tented ;  he  was  determined  to  pufh  his  ad- 
vantages ftill  further:  a  pernicious  cuftom  has 
long  prevailed  in  the  College,  of  permittting 
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tlie  Regifter  to  make  foul  drafts,  at  the  board, 
of  its  ads,  fair  copies  of  which  he  afterwards 
inferts  in  the  regiftry.      This  practice  is  at- 
tended with  no  danger,   when  a  man  of  ho- 
nour and  integrity  is  regifter;    but  may  be, 
and  is,  converted  to  very  bad  purpofes,  when 
the  regiftry  is  in  the  hands  of  a  perfon  of  a 
different  character.     Dr.  Dabzack   read    to 
theSenior  Fellows,  who  remained,  afhort  time 
after  the  Provoft  had   retired,  the  account 
which  he  had  drawn  up,  of  the  tranfadtion, 
in  which  it  was  inferted,    "  That  I  had  ufed 
<*  difrefpettful  expreffions  to  the  Provoft."  I 
objedted  to  this,  as  the  word,  which  the  Pro- 
voft himfelf  had  ordered  to  be  inferted,    was 
improper,   not  difrefpettful.     Dr.  Dabzack, 
with  remarkable  agility,  went,  or  rather  ran 
out  of  the  room,    and  came  back  fhortly  in 
company  with  the  Provoft,   who  ordered  the 
word  difrefpeftful  to  be  retained,   declaring, 
with  equal  falfehood  and  impudence,  that  it 
was  the  word,  which  he  had  firft  ordered  to 
be  inferted  \   and,  in  a  few  days  afterwards, 
I  was  fent  for  by  Dr.  Murray,  who  (hewed 
me  the  fair  entry  of  this  tranfadtion,  in  Dr. 
Dabzack's  hand-writing,   in  the  regiftry  of 
cenfures.     He  told  me,  it  had  been  fent  to 
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him  by  the  Provoft,    with  directions  to  (hew 
it  to  me,  and  inform  me,   that  if  I  would 
not  agree,  that  fuch  an  entry  fhould  remain 
on  the  regiftry,  he  would  caufe  the  whole  af- 
fair to  be  again  canvaffed  before  the  board : 
this  entry,  to  my  great  furprize,  varied  moft 
materially,   from  the  foul  draft  of  the  ac- 
count of  the  tranfadion,  drawn  by  Dr.  Dab- 
zack,  at  the  board,  contained  an  account  of 
that  affair,  entirely  different  from  the  fads, 
and  was  moft  artfully  and  wickedly  contri- 
ved to  do  me  the  moft  effential  injury  and 
injuftice.     I  fhall  infert  a  copy  of  it  here, 
marking  its  variations  from  the  draft  prepa- 
red at  the  board,  by  Italicks.  "  Dr.  Duigenan 
"  having,    at  a  board  held  on  the  3d  day  of 
"  Auguft,   and  alfo  on  two  former  occafions^ 
<c  ufed  improper  and  difrefpedful  expreffions 
cc  to  the  Provoft,the  Provoft  was  pleafed  to  re- 
"  fer  the  matter  to  the  determination  of  the 
V  board  :   but  Dr.  Duigenan  having  this  day, 
c<  at  the  board,  acknowledged  his  offence,  and 
u  afked  the  Provoft1  s  pardon,  the  Provoft,  at 
"  the  interceffion  of  the  board,    was  pleafed 
"  not  to  proceed  farther  againft  Dr.  Duigenan 
"  for  the  faid  offence."     Before  I  relate  my 
condud  upon  this  occafion,  and  explain  the 
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villanous  tendency  of  the  interpolations,  and 
the  criminality  of  the  regifter  in  inferting 
them,  it  is  necelTary  to  give  fome  account 
of  two  tranfadions,  between  the  Frovoft 
and  me,  alluded  to  in  this  cenfure.  On  the 
diftribution  of  premiums,  by  the  board,  to 
the  authors  of  poetical  compofitions,  of  which 
I  have  before  given  a  circumftantial  account, 
I  had  refufed  to  read  thefe  performances  at 
the  board,  alleging,  as  the  truth  was,  that 
I  had  not  time  fufficient  allowed  me  to  read 
them,  as  they  were  very  voluminous ;  one 
of  them,  and  the  moft  bulky,  a  wretched 
latin  poem,  of  which  I  read  about  twenty 
lines,  (probably  the  purchafed  labour  of  fome 
indigent  Servitor  at  Oxford)  was  declared 
to  be  the  compofition  of  the  Provoft's  own 
fon.  When  I  declined  reading  thefe  poems,  or 
giving  my  judgment  on  them,  I  did  not  know 
that  his  fon  was  one  of  the  candidates,  as 
they  were  given  in  under  fictitious  names,con- 
fequently  I  could  have  had  no  defign  what- 
foever  of  depreciating  his  fon's  merit,  if  any 
he  had,  or  offending  him.  Yet,  my  refufing 
to  read  thefe  poems,  he  infifted  in  his  ha- 
rangue, was  a  great  inftance  of  difrefpecS  to 
him ;  as  if  it  was  a  difrefped,  to  one  particu^ 
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lar  dunce,    for  a  man  to  refufe  to  read  and 
applaud  the  labours  of  all  his  brethren,  every 
Bavius  and  Mevius  ;  for  in  no  other  light 
could  my  behaviour,  on  that  occafion,   be 
accounted  difrefpedful  to  him.  The  fecond 
tranfadion  was  as  follows :  there  are  feveral 
Profeffors  in  the   Univerfity  of  Dublin,   in 
various  branches  of  literature  ;  thefe  are  all 
defied  by  the  College,  and  deliver  their  pre- 
ledions  and  courfes  of  ledures  therein  :  in 
his  rage  of  alteration  and  improvement,  he 
determined,  by  his  own  authority,  to  compel 
all  the  members  of  the  College,  of  what- 
foever   degree,    to  attend    the   preledions 
of  the  Profeffors,  and  iffued  his  orders  to  that 
effed  :  it  feemed  ftrange,    that  the  Fellows 
of  the  College,  who  are  eflablifhed  there  for 
the  purpofe  of  inftruding  others,   fhould  be 
obliged  to  an  attendance  on  ledures,  calcula- 
ted for  the  improvement  of  the  ftudents  on- 
ly.    He  had  alfo,   in  iffuing  thefe  orders  by 
his  own  authority,  exceeded  the  bounds  of 
his  power :  for  in  the  4th  chapter  of  the  fta- 
tutes,  which  treats  of  the  authority  of  the 
Proyoft  and  Senior  Fellows,  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing claufe,  "  That  the  Provoft  may  be 
"  the  better  able  to  perform  his  duty,  we  will 
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"  and  ordain,  that,  of  the  whole  number  of 
"  the  Fellows,  the  feven  Seniors  (hall  be,  as 
"  it  were,  his  affeffors,  and  that  he  fhall,  with 
ic  their  advice  and  affiftance,  tranfad  all  the 
"  greater  affairs   of  the   College,   whether 
"  they  regard  morals,  learning^  or  oeconomy, 
"  and  thefe  feven  fhall  be  called  Senior  Pel- 
"  lows."  Such  orders  then,  refpeding  learn- 
ing^ to  give  them  the  force  of  ftatutable  ob- 
ligations,  fhould  have   been  iffued  by  the 
Provoft  and  board  :   the  attendance  on  thefe 
preledions  was  particularly  inconvenient  to 
me ;  I  was  a  pra&ifing  common-lawyer,  as 
well  as  Civilian,  and,  during  term,  the  du- 
ties of  my  profeffions confumed  all  my  time; 
fuch  part  of  it,   as  was  not  taken  up  in  at- 
tending the  different  courts,  was  expended 
in  drafting  pleadings,  and  other  bufinefs,  in 
rny  chamber :   I  did  not   imagine    that  he 
would  exped  my  attendance  on  thefe  exer- 
cifes ;  but  in  this  I  was  miftaken;  for  one  day 
whilft  I  was  fitting  in  the  court  of  chancery, 
he   leaned   over   two  benches  towards  me, 
and  obferved  to  me,  with  a  moft  infolent  air 
of  authority  and  rebuke,   "  That  I  had  riot 
attended  a  preledion  that  day."   This  infult, 
in  the  prefence  and  hearing  of  fe  veral  barrif- 
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ters,  from  a  man  too,  who  was  a  pra&ifing 
barrifter,  as  well  as  I,  and  fo  far  my  equal 
in  that  place,  gave  me  juft  offence  :  my  fta- 
tion,  as  a  Fellow,  however,  prevented  me 
on  this  occafion,  as  well  as  others,  from 
treating  him  as  he  deferved  5  and  this  he 
well  knew  :  I  calmly  anfwered,  u  That  I 
had  not  attended,  and  did  not  conceive  my- 
felf  obliged  to  attend."  On  this  he  defired 
that  I  would  walk  out  with  him  into  the  hall, 
with  which  I  readily  complied,  hoping  his 
rage,  which  was  vifible  in  his  countenance, 
would  plunge  him  into  fome  indecency,  of 
which  I  might  take  an  advantage,  this  tranf- 
adion  happening  after  he  had  wantonly  and 
repeatedly  infulted  me  in  the  College  :  in  the 
hall  he  told  me,  that  I  was  bound  by  my 
oath,  as  a  Fellow,  to  obey  his  orders,  part 
of  that  oath  obliging  the  fwearer  to  obey  the 
Provoft  in  all  things  lawful  and  honeft  :  I 
told  him,  that,  in  iffuing  thefe  orders,  he  had 
exceeded  the  bounds  of  his  ftatutable  power- 
that  the  words,  lawful  and  honeft,  in  the 
Fellow's  oath,  referred  to  things  lawful  and 
honeft  by  the  ftatutes  ;  that  if  they  were  to 
be  taken  in  any  other  fenfe,  even  fo  as  to 
extend  to  things  lawful  and  honeft  by  the 
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laws   of  the  land,  he  might,  by  virtue  of 
that  claufe  of  the  oath,  affume  a  power,  in^ 
confiftent    with    the  ftatutes,   and  compel 
the  Fellows  to  obey  him  in  things  not  war- 
ranted by  them,   tho'  they  were  prefcribed 
as  the  ftandard  and  meafure  of  their  obedi- 
ence :    that  if  he  ordered  me  to  do  even  a 
thing  of  an  indifferent  nature,  which  was 
neither  enjoined  nor  forbidden  by  the  fta- 
tutes, yet,  if  I  conceived  that  the  performance 
of  it  in  any  way  leflened  or  demeaned  me,  I 
fhould  account  it  difhoneft,  and  refufe  to 
do  it,  notwithstanding  the   oath ;  and  that 
his  iffuing  thefe  orders,  by  his  own  authori- 
ty,  was  not  ftatutable.     His  vifage  under- 
went moft  violent  contorfions,  and  aflumed 
a  variety  of  deadly   colours,  whilft   I  was 
fpeaking  :   he  quickly  perceived;  from  my 
manner,   that  this  was  not  either  the  proper 
feafon  or  place,  to  affume  the  tyrant  and  the 
bully  :    to  my  great  difappointment,  he  haf- 
tily  turned  away,  defiringme  to  attend  him 
that  evening,  at  nine  o'clock,  in  the   Col- 
lege.    I  went  accordingly,    and  was  (hewn 
into  a  room,  where  I  found  him,  with  a  wit- 
nefs  in  waiting,    as  is  cuftomary  with  him. 
He  had,  by  this  time,  perceived,  that  he  had 
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entered  into  this  difpute  with  me,  on  ground 
not  tenable  ;  and,  after  fome  preliminary 
difcourfe,  in  which  he  appeared  aukward 
and  diflurbed,  told  me,  that  he  had  order- 
ed me  to  attend  him,  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
forming me,  that  he  did  not  enjoin  attend- 
ance on  preledions,  to  the  Fellows,  as  a  du- 
ty, but  rather  requefted  their  attendance,  to 
add  a  dignity,  and  give  an  appearance  of  fo- 
lemnity,  to  thefe  exercifes  :  I  told  him,  that 
tho'  I  never  would  have  attended  them  on 
the  fcore  of  duty,  unlefs  attendance  was  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  board,  yet  that  I  was  willing 
to  oblige  him  by  my  attendance  on  them  for 
the  future,  whenever  I  had  leifure  :  confi- 
dering,  that  attendance,  as  my  voluntary 
ad,  to  gratify  his  wifhes  ;  and  to  fhew  him 
the  fincerity  of  this  profeffion,  I  afterwards 
frequently  attended  them.  This  occurrence 
happened  about  fix  months  before  his  com- 
plaint againft  me,  to  the  board,  yet  he 
thought  fit  to  dwell  on  it  in  his  harangue,  as 
an  inftance  of  difrefped  to  him.  When  I 
had  read  the  entry,  and  Dr.  Murray  had  de- 
livered the  Provoft's  meflage,  I  clearly  per- 
ceived, that  he  and  his  junto  had  formed  the 
defign  of  excluding  me  from  a  Senior-Fel- 
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lowfhip,  as  I  (hall  prcfently  explain  :  this 
would  ferve  two  purpofes  -,  firft,  it  would 
gratify  the  Provoft's  revenge,  and  hold  out 
an  example  of  terror  to  all  the  reft  of 
the  Junior  Fellows  ;  fecondly,  I  was,  at 
this  time,  Senior  of  the  Junior  Fellows,  and 
therefore  firft  in  fucceffion  to  a  Senior  Fel- 
lowfhip.  His  partifan,  Forfayeth,  (for 
whom  he  had  obtained  the  church-living 
from  government,  and  who  was  his  moft 
active  agent,  both  in  this  bufinefs  and  elec- 
tioneering) was  fecond  in  fucceffion ;  my 
exclufion  would  place  him  firft.  The  con- 
fpiracy  againft  me  was  evident ;  it  was  allb 
clear  that  the  confpirators,  from  what  they 
had  already  done,  would  not  flop  at  any 
thing  to  carry  their  point.  After  mature 
deliberation,  and  confultation  with  fome 
intelligent  friends,  it  was  determined,  that  I 
fhould  deliver  an  evafive  meflage,  concern- 
ing the  entry,  to  Doctor  Murray,  neither 
expreffive  of  my  approbation,  or  difappro- 
bation  j  for  as  a  dangerous  crime  was  alrea- 
dy committed,  by  the  infertion  of  an  entry 
in  the  regiftry,  different  moft  materially 
from  the  one  drawn  up,  and  agreed  to,  at 
the  board,  the  difference  too  being  evi- 
dently 
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dently  calculated  to  injure,  if  not  ruin  me  5 
(all  which,!  had  it  in  my  power  fully  to  prove, 
and  was  indeed  admitted  by  the  Provoft,  by 
his  fending  the  entry  to  Dodor  Murray  for 
my  infpedion,  and  caufing  a  threatening 
meflage  to  be  delivered  to  me,  with  a  view 
of  extorting  my  approbation  of  it)  it  was 
the  opinion  of  my  friends,  and  it  coincided 
with  my  own,  that  it  was  the  moft  prudent 
method  of  proceeding,  not  to  alarm  the 
Provoft,  or  his  junto,  by  excepting  againft 
the  entry,  which  might  put  them  on  their 
guard,  and  fet  them  at  work  to  procure  a 
majority  of  the  board  to  review  and  counte- 
nance the  entry,  which  I  could  not  be  cer- 
tain that  they  would  not  effed  ;  it  being 
eafier  to  procure  a  man's  approbation  of  a 
thing  already  done,  than  of  the  doing  of  it ; 
and  the  Provoft' s  majority,  at  the  board,  de- 
pending upon  his  gaining  over  one  man  only, 
whofe  condud  was  doubtful  :  three  of  them 
being  already  avowedly  his  confederates.  If 
the  Provoft  fhould  reft  contented  with  my 
meffage,  and  leave  the  entry  as  it  was, 
without  procuring  the  board  to  review  and 
approvb  it,  we  concluded  that  I  might  at  a 
vifitation,  or  at  the  time  when  he  fhould  at- 
tempt 


tempt  to  prevent  my  fucceffion  to  a  Senior 
Fellowship,  .lay  the  crime  both  of  him  and 
the  Regifter  before  the  Vifitors,  with  great 
advantage,  and  bring  both  of  them  to  con^ 
dign  ftatutable  punifhment :    in  purfuance 
of  this  refolution,  I  told  Dodor  Murray  that 
it  would  not  be  proper  for  me,    as  a  fingle 
Fellow,  to  exprefs  my  approbation  or  difap- 
probation  of  the  entry,    which   was  there 
inferted  as  an  act  of,    or  a  regiftry  of  what 
had  happened  at,   a  board,   and  had  been 
entered  there  by  the  proper  officer  ;    that 
if  I  was  alked  wrhether  I  approved  or  difap- 
proved  thereof,in  my  proper  place, at  a  board, 
and  as  a  member  thereof,  I  would  exprefs 
my  fentiments  concerning  it,  but  that  now  I 
did  not  conceive  myfelf  obliged  todofo:  and 
as  Ftherefore  wrould  not,  in  this  private  man- 
ner, exprefs  either  my  approbation  or  difap- 
probation  of  this  entry,  it  would  be  fufficient 
for   him    to    inform  the  Provoft,    that  I  did 
not  objed:  to  it.    Dodor  Murray  carried  this 
meflageto  the  Provoft,    and  the  affair  fo  far 
ended.  To  explain  the  nature  and  malignity 
of  the  interpolations  in  this  entry,  I  muft  re- 
cite that  part  of  the  ftatutes,  which  regulates 
the  election  orco-optationof  a  Junior  into  the 
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place  of  a  Senior  Fellow.  In  the  25th  chap- 
ter is  the  following  claufe  :  "  As  often  as 
"  any  perfon  is  to  be  co-opted  into  the  num- 
"  her  of  the  Senior  Fellows,  the  Provoft  or 
"  Vice-Provoft  fhall  nominate  the  Senior 
46  amongft  the  Junior  Fellows  already  eled- 
"  ed,  without  examination  or  oath  (as  being 
"  already  performed)  and  fhall  demand 
"  the  fuiFrages  concerning  him,  whether 
"  he  feems  worthy  to  fucceed  into  the  place 
u  of  the  departing  Senior  Fellow  :  And  if 
"  fucb  Fellow  Jball  have  been  convicted  be- 
"  fore  theProvoJt,  and  the  major,  or,  at  leajt, 
"  any  equal  part  of  the  Senior  Fellows,  of 
"  an  crime,  by  which  he  is  rendered  unwor- 
"  thy,  let  the  next  Senior  be  put  in  nomi- 
u  nation  in  the  fame  manner,  and  Ib  on, 
"  until  they  fhall  have  agreed  upon  fome 
"  worthy  Fellow."  Now,  with  refpedt  to 
the  entry  before- mentioned,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  definition  of  the  crime  im- 
puted to  me,  by  the  Provoft,  as  fettled  in 
the  prefence  of  the  board,  to  be  inferted  in 
the  regiftry,  was  the  ufing  improper  expreffi- 
ons  to  the  Provoft,  until  the  ingenious  ma- 
lice of  Do£tor  Dabzack,  to  give  it  an  higher 
colouring,  procured  the  word  difrefpedlful 
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to  be  added,  in  thus  outftripping  the  rancour, 
or,  at  leaft,  the  cunning  of  his  principal:  the 
interpolation  of  the  words,  cc  on  two  former 
occafions"  was  refolved  on  in  a  council  held 
fubfequent  to  the   board,  with  a  view  of 
fwelling  the  offence,  of  which  I  was  accuf- 
ed,  into  a  crime  of  fome  magnitude  -9  but  as 
I  had  not  at  all  confefled,  or  admitted  myfelf 
to  be  guilty  of  any  crime,  as  may  be  feen  by 
my  apology,  and  as  no  proofs  had  been  addu- 
ced in  fupport  of  the  accufation,  and  as  the 
opinion  of  the  Fellows  had  not  been  alked, 
the  Provoft  having   accepted  the   apology, 
it  could  not  be  aflerted  that  I  had  been  con- 
victed before  the  Provoft  and  major,  or  equal 
part  of  the  Senior  Fellows  ;   and  the  council 
perceived  that  the  crime,  of  which  the  Pro- 
voft had  accufed  me,  could  not  be  made  ufe 
of  to  prevent  my  co-optation  into  a  Senior- 
Fellowfhip,  becaufe  it  was  neceffary  that  I 
fhould  have  been  convided  of  a  crime  be- 
fore the  Provoft,   and  major,   or  equal  part 
of  the  Senior  Fellows,  ftatutably  to  bar  my 
right  of  co-optation.      To   rid   themfelves 
then  of  this  obftacle  to  their  defign,   they 
boldly  refolved  to  infert  the  words,  "  ac- 
knowledged his  offence"  in  the  entry,  that 
T  it 
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it  might  appear  I  was  convided  on  my 
own  confeffion  :  this  was  a  moft  daring 
interpolation,  and  of  a  moft  flagitious  na- 
ture ;  it  was  no  lefs  than  an  attempt  to  de- 
prive me  of  £6000,  the  value  of  the  differ- 
ence of  the  income,  between  a  Senior  and  a 
Junior  Fellowfhip,  eftimating  it  at  ten  years 
purchafe,  for  my  life  :  the  obtrufion  of  Mr. 
Hutchinfon  into  the  place  of  Provoft  had 
already  defpoiled  me  of  £1000,  as  I  have  be- 
fore (hewn  j  I  was  therefore  to  be  further 
plundered,  and  bec^ufe  I  had  little,  even 
that  which  I  had  was  to  be  taken  from  me. 
The  Provoft,  however,  confcious  of  his 
guilt,  was  afraid  that  this  matter  might  be, 
fome  day  or  other,  brought  to  light,  and  ex- 
amined into  :  and  to  obviate  any  ill  effeds 
from  it,  to  himfelf  or  his  affociates,  he  fent 
the  entry  to  Dr.  Murray,  with  the  direc- 
tions before-mentioned  :  but  as  murderers 
are  often  difcovered  by  the  very  means 
which  they  ufe  to  conceal  their  guilt,  fo  it 
has  happened  with  the  Provoft,  in  this  affair, 
for  I  evaded,  iri  the  manner  before-men- 
tioned, the  expreffing  my  opinion  of  the 
entry  -9  and  his  fending  it  to  Dr.  Murray  for 
my  infpedibn,  with  the  meflage  before- 
mentioned, 


mentioned,  added  to  my  precaution  in  wri- 
ting down  the  words  of  my  apology,  fending 
the  copy  to  him,  by  the  Vice-provoft,  before 
I  pronounced  it,  and  fuffering  that  copy  yet 
to  remain  in  the  Vice-provoft's  pofleffion, 
with  other  circumftances,  enable  me  clearly 
to  prove  thefe  interpolations  to  have  been 
inferted  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
board,  and  their  malicious  tendency  :  and  I 
fhall  not  fail,  if  God  preferves  my  life,  to 
bring  him  and  Dr.  Dabzack  to  their  trials  for 
it,  before  the  Vifitors,  on  thefirft  triennial 
vifitation,  altho'  I  am  no  longer  a  member 
of  the  College.  I  cannot  give  my  readers  a 
clearer  idea  of  the  deftrudlive  tendency  of 
this  fatal  promotion  of  fylr.  Hutchinfon, 
than  by  {hewing  what  he  has  been/able  to 
prevail  on  Dr.  Dabzack  to  attempt  and  exe- 
cute for  him.  This  gentleman  had  fupport- 
ed  an  irreproachable  character,  before,  Mr. 
Hutchinfon's  appointment  ;  he  and  I  had 
been,  for  above  twenty  years,  on  a  good 
footing  of  intimacy,  and  fome  offices  of 
friendfhip  had  been  interchanged  between 
us  ;  I  never  had  given  him  the  leaft  offence  : 
what  a  lamentable  alteration  has  the  Provoft 
eifeded  in  him  !  the  procuring  a  difpenfa- 
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tioti,  in  the  point  of  matrimony,  is  the  only 
publick  favour  he  has  received  from  him; 
perhaps  indeed  he  may  have  the  promife  of  a 
government  living :  yet  fuch  favours  will  be 
but  weak  juftifications  for  his  joining  in  the 
worrying  and  oppreffing  of  his  brethren: 
how  he  may  reconcile  fuch  adions  to  his  own 
confcience,  I  know  not  ;  but,  lince  he  has 
embarked  in  fuch  deftrudive  defigns,  it  be- 
comes a  part  of  my  fubjed,  to  expofe,  to  the 
publick  eye,  the  guilt,  nature  and  tendency 
of  them,  to  obviate,  if  poffible,  their  effeds, 
however  irkfome,  in  refped  to  him,  the  talk 
may  be  to  me.  I  muft  clofe  the  account  of 
this  tranfadion,  with  the  following  remarks. 
Dr.  Dabzack  being  Regifter  at  the  time  of 
the  commifllon  of  this  crime,  he  had  taken 
a  folemn  oath,  on  his  knees,  in  the  College- 
chapel,  with  his  hands  on  the  Gofpels, 
faithfully  to  execute  the  duties  of  that 
office.  He  had  alfo,  with  the  fame  fo- 
lemnity,  fworn  to  obferve  the  ftatutes,  and, 
in  the  nth  chapter  of  them,  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing claufe  :  "  We  alfo  command  and  or- 
"  dain,  that  the  Provoft,  Fellows,  Scholars, 
"  and  all  others,  fhall  encourage,  cherifli, 
"  and  obferve  concord,  unity,  peace,  and 
"  mutual  charity  amongft  themfelves, 
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"  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power."  The  Pro- 
voft's  imaginary  fuccefs,  in  perfecuting   me, 
only  fpurred  him  on  to  farther  ads  of  op- 
preffion:   on  the  I7th  of  Auguft,  1775,  a 
few  days  after  the  tranfadions  juft  mention- 
ed, he  fummoned  a  board,  for  the  purpofes 
of  depriving  Meffrs.  Berwick  and  Davoren, 
two  fcholars  of  the  houfe,   of  their  Scholar- 
fhips :    their    real   crimes  were,  that  they 
would  not  promiie  him  their  votes  on  the 
enfuing  election.     I  have  already  flated  their 
cafes  fully.     After  this  bufinefs  was  difpofed 
of,  I  alked  leave  to  go  to  the  country:  he 
turned  to  me  in  a  rage  (as  I  had  been  one  of 
the  three  members  of  the  board,   who  refu- 
fed  to  concur  in  his  defigns  againft    thefb 
gentlemen)  and  told  me  it  was  no  proper 
feafon  for  afking  leave  of  abfence  during  the 
fitting  of  the  board.    This  was  a  moft  abfurd 
and  groundlefs  objedion  :  however  I  replied, 
that  as  he  himfelf  was  generally    refident 
at  Palmerftown,  three  miles  from  Dublin,  I 
had  not  any  other  opportunity  of  applying 
to  him  for  leave;  that  I  had  received  retain- 
ing fees  to  attend,  in  my  profeffion,  in  a 
town,  on  the  north^weft  circuit,  forty  miles 
from  Dublin,  the  aflizes  of  which  were  to 
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commence  on  the  Monday  following,  and, 
this  being  Thurfday,  that  I  was  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  then  applying  to  him  :  he  told  me, 
that  I  had  abfented  myfelf  from  the  College, 
for  feveral  nights  in  the  preceding  week,  and 
that  he  would  proceed  ftatutably  againft  me, 
for  fo  doing  :  then,  rifing  up,  defired  me  to 
follow  him  into  another  room,  apart  from  the 
board.  This  condud  furprifed  fuch  of  the 
board,  as  were  not  of  his  cabinet- council, 
as  much  as  it  did  me  :  no  Fellow,  fince  the 
foundation  of  the  College,  to  that  day,  had 
ever  been  queftioned  on  fuch  an  account; 
and  it  was  well  known,  that  feveral  of  the 
Fellows  were  then  adtually*  married,  and 
were  always  abfent  from  the  College  at  night, 
particularly  his  two  prime  counfellors,  Drs. 
Leland  and  Dabzack,  who  were  then  pre- 
fent,  and  for  whom  he  had  not,  at  that 
time,  procured  difpenfations ;  the  feafon 
too,  in  which  he  thought  fit  to  commence 
this  inquiry,  concerning  my  fleeping  out  of 
the  College,  at  night,  made  his  condud  the 
more  remarkable,  for  it  was  in  the  middle  of 
the  long  vacation,  at  which  feafon,  leifure 
from  bufinefs,  and  the  purfuit  of  health  and 
pleafure5ufually  induce  many  of  the  Fellows, 

who 


who  remain  in  the  College  ( which  vas  I  be- 
fore obferved,  is  fituated  in  the  midft  of  a 
great  city)   to   indulge  themfelves  ifl  riding 
into  the  country,  and  fometimes   fleeping 
there,     I  followed  him  into  this  room,  where 
he   dire&ly  aiked  me,  whether  I  had  not 
flept  out  of  the  College,  fouf  nights  in  the 
preceding  week  ?  I  told  him,  that  tho'  J  did 
not  think  fleeping  out  of  the  College  any 
ftatutable  crime,yet,  as  he  feemed  to  think  it 
was,  .and  had  avowed  his  intention  of  pro- 
ceeding ftatutably  againli  me  for  it,  I  could 
not  anfwer  that  queftion,  or  any  other,  the 
anfwer  to   which  might  tend  to  criminate 
myfelf,  and  that,    if  he  expe£ted  to  convict 
me  of  any  crime, 'it  muft  be  by  evidence. 
He  then  called  in  the  head-porter,  and  afk- 
edhim,  whether  I  had  l^in  out  of  the  Col- 
lege four  nights  in  the  preceding  week  ?   he 
anfwered  in  the  affirmative.    I  demanded  of 
him  how  he  could  take  upon  him   to  prove 
that  I  had  lain  out  of  the  College?  he  faid 
he  could  not  prove  it,    but  that  he  received 
his  information  from  the  porter  who  kept  the 
-  books  at  the  College-gate.    I  defired  that  he 
might  be  fent  for  ;  but  the  Provoft,  obferv- 
ing  that  I  was  refolved  to  pry  into  fome 

circumftances, 
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circumftances,   which  he   was   defirous  of 
concealing,  from    the  unufual   bafenefs  of 
them  (but  which,  however,  I  afterwards  dif- 
covered,  as  I  (hall  prefently  mention)  and 
being  defirous  of  giving  fome  inftru£tions  to 
the  porter  who   kept  the  books,  before   I 
fhould  have  an  opportunity  of  crofs- examin- 
ing him,  refufed  to  fend  for  him,  telling  me, 
that  he  would  take  another  opportunity  of 
examining  this  matter,   and  that  I  might  go 
to  the  country  at  the  time  I  defired  :  this 
happened  on  Thurfday,  about  noon  ;  I  ftaid 
in  the  College,  till  about  the  fame  time,  on 
the  Saturday  following,  and  he  did  not  think 
fit  to  proceed  further  in  his  inquiry  $     I  then 
went  to  the  country  :    on  my  return  to  the 
College,  in  September,  I  found  a  fine  of  ten 
fhillings  impofed  upon  me  in  the  buttery-? 
books,  in  confequence  of  the  following  en- 
try in  the  book,  in  which  pecuniary  punifh- 
ments  are  regiftered  by  the  College-butler, 
which  entry  the  butler  was  ordered  to  make 
fry  a  note  fent  to  him  by  the  Provoft,  and 
the  entry  was  an  e^aft  copy  of  the  note, 
the  butler  (hewing  me  the  original,  in  the 
Provoft's  hand -writing.   He  fent  it  to  the 
Butler,   on  the  Monday  or  Tuefday  after  I 

had  gone  to  the  country. 

<c  Dodor 


"  Dodor  Duigenan,  ten  (hillings,  by  the 
*'  Provoft,  for  lying  out  of  the  College,  on 
"  the  nights  of  Friday  nth,  Saturday  i2th, 
"Sunday  13th,  Monday  14*,  Tuefday 
"  ijth,  Wednefday  i6th  of  Auguft,  after 
"  the  Provoft  had  cautioned  him  not  to  lie 
"  out  without  his  leave." 

It  is  neceflary  to  obferve,   that  all  the 

Fellows  are  affembled  at  the  clofe  of  each 

week,   and  that  all  the  fines,  inferted  in  the 

buttery-books,  during   that  week,   are  read 

over  by  the  Provoft,  or,  in  his  abfence,  by  the 

Vice-provoft  ;  if  a  Fellow  is  fined,  of  which 

the  inftances  are  extremely  rare,  he  has  then 

an  opportunity  of  making  his  defence,  and 

the  fine  is  either  confirmed  or  ftruck  off  ; 

every  tutor,   at  the  fame  time,  makes  fuch 

excufes  for  his  pupils,  who  are  fined,   as  he 

thinks  proper  :  that  every  perfon  may  have 

due  notice  of  what  £nes  are  impofed  on  them, 

and  the  crimes  objeded  againft  them,    the 

Junior  Dean,  on  the  evening  preceding  this 

aflembly,  fits  in  the  publick  hall,    with  the 

buttery  books  before  him,   open  for  the  in- 

fpedion  of  every  body,  and  there  inferts  fuch 

fines  in  them,  as  he  think  fit,  for  breaches 

of 
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of  discipline  ;  and  the  fcholars  have  an  op- 
portunity of  urging  their  feveral    excufes  ; 
which?  if  rejeded  by  the  Dean,   may  be  af- 
terwards infifted   upon  by  their  tutors,    in 
their  behalf,   at  the  fubfequent  general  af- 
fembly  of  the  Fellows.     The  Buttery-books 
are  alfo  open  for  infpedion,  at  the  buttery- 
hatch,  in   the  morning  previous  to  the  af- 
iernbly.     Hence,  unlefs  great  fraud  is  ufed 
on  the  part  of  the  impofer  of  the  fines,  or 
great  negled  on  the  part  of  the  perfon  fined, 
every  member,  on  whom  a  fine  is  impofed, 
muft  have  an  opportunity  of  offering  his  ex- 
cufe  :  it  is  alfo  fornetimes  cuftornary,   with 
refped  to  pecuniary  punifhments  ou  parti- 
cular occafions,   where  a  man  has  been  pre- 
cluded by  any  accident  from  pleading  his  ex- 
cufe,   to  allow  him  to  do  fo  on  the  laft  week 
of  the  quarter,   previous  to  the  making  up 
of  the  quarter's  accounts.     The  Provoft  and 
Regifter,  Dr.  Dabzack,   both  of  whom  lay 
out  of  the  College  every  night  themfelves 
with  their  wives,  the  Provoft  in  Palmerf- 
town,  and  the  Dodor  in  the  city,  contrary  to 
the  very  letter  and  intent  of  the  ftatute,  had 
conceived  the  defign  of  making  this  accufa- 
tion  of  the  Provoft  appear  a  regiftered  crime 

againft 


againft  me,  as  if  accufation  and  convidion 
had  been  the  fame  thing,  to  aid  their  origi- 
nal fcheme  of  precluding  me  from  fuceeeding 
to  a  Senior  Fellowship,  and  to  lay  a  founda- 
tion for  expelling  me  in  the  end ;  and  the 
firft  ardour  of  their  malice  not  allowing  them 
time  to  confider  the  matter  fufRcient.!}7,  they 
inferted  the  crime  and  punifhment  in  the 
book  of  cen  fares,  adding,  by  way  of  ag- 
gravation, the  words,  "after  the  Provoji  had 
cautioned  him  not  to  lie  out  without  his  leave!9 
which  was  a  moft  audacious  falfe-hood, 
the  Provoft  never  having  given  me  any 
fuch  caution  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
given  the  porters  at  the  gate  orders  to  watch 
me  narrowly,  and  to  keep  an  exacT:  account 
of  my  going  out  and  returning,  with  the 
ftridteft  injunction  to  preferve  his  orders  fe- 
cret  from  me.  When  they  reflected  a  little 
that  I  had  not  been  convided  of,  nor  con- 
fe-ffed  this  crime,  they  determined  to  pro- 
ceed with  more  caution  :  and,  therefore,  the 
entry  in  the  regiftry  was  obliterated,  and 
the  note  I  mentioned  fent  to  the  butler;  yet 
the  Provoft  took  care  not  to  fend  this  note 
either  on  Thurfday,  Friday,  or  Saturday, 
when  he  knew  I  was  in  the  College,  and 

ready 


ready  to  make  my  defence,  but  poftponed 
it  until  he  was  certain  that  I  had  fet  out  on 
my  circuit,  in  the  courfe  of  my  profeflion : 
well  knowing  that  the  fine  would  be  con- 
firmed at  the  next  general  aflembly  of  the 
Fellows,  in  the  clofe  of  the  fubfequent  week, 
as  I  would  not  be  prefent  to  make  my  de- 
fence: and  that  therefore  the  crime  and 
punifhment  would  remain  records,  and  he 
would  obtainjudgment  againft  me,  as  it  were, 
by  default.  After  he  had  performed  this 
job,  he  went  off  from  the  College  to  a  part 
of  the  country,  near  one  hundred  miles  from 
Dublin.  When  I  returned  to  the  College,  a 
few  days  before  the  clofe  of  the  quarter,  I 
went  to  the  Vice-Provoft,  and  requefted  that 
he  would  permit  me  to  plead  my  defence 
againft  the  fine,  that  it  might  not  be  irre- 
vocably confirmed,  and  charged  to  me  in  my 
quarter's  account  •,  but  he  told  me  that  he 
could  not  venture  to  meddle  with  it,  and 
that  it  muft  lie  on  the  books  until  the  re- 
turn of  the  Provoft.  He  did  not  return  un- 
til after  the  quarter's  accounts  were  made 
•up,  and  I  had  been  charged  with,  and  paid 
the  money,  and  both  crime  and  fine  remain 
at  this  day  on  record  againft  me  in  the 

College 


College  books.  Exclufive  of  the  malignant 
art,  and  low-cunning,  he  made  ufe  of  in 
this  affair,  to  avoid  his  being  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  producing  proof  againft  me,  and 
to  preclude  even  the  poflibility  of  defence  on 
my  part,  the  punifhment  could  in  no  fort  be 
juftified  or  fupported  by  the  ftatutes.  The 
two  claufes  of  that  code,  under  colour  of 
which  the  Provoft  claimed  the  power  of  5n- 
fliding  a  pecuniary  punifhment  on  the  Fel- 
lows, for  lying  out  of  the  College  at  night, 
are  the  following :  the  firft  to  be  found  in 
the  i  ith,  the  fecond  in  the  23d  chapter. 

i  ft  claufe.  "  Nor  {hall  any  one  of  the  Fel- 
"  lows,  Scholars,  and  Students,  of  whatfoe- 
"  ver  rank  or  degree  he  may  be,  remain  in 
"  the  city  during  the  night,  nor  in  another's 
"  chamber, unlefshefhallhaveobtainedleave 
"  fo  to  do,  from  the  Provoft,  or,  in  his  ab- 
"  fence,  from  the  Vice-Provoft :  he  who 
"  {hall  tranfgrefs,in  thefe  particulars,ftiall  for 
*c  the  firft  time  be  deprived  of  his  commons 
cc  during  one  week  ;  for  the  fecond,  during 
u  fifteen  days ;  for  the  third,  during  a 
tc  month ;  for  the  fourth  he  fhall  be  expelled 

"by 
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by  the  Provoft,  and  the  major  part  of  the 
Senior  Fellows. 

2d  Claufe.  "  Becaufe  it  is  found  by  expe- 
rience that  the  punilhment,  by  which  ordi- 
nary commons  are  fubtra£ted  for  a  time 
from  the  Students^  is  but  of  feeble  efficacy, 
in  refped  to  the  correction  and  difcipline 
of  fame  Students ,  we  ordain,  that  as  often 
as  the  ftatutes  fpeak  concerning  the  fub- 
tradtion  of  ordinary  commons,  it  may  be 
"  lawful  for  the  Provoft,  or,  in  his  abfence, 
"  for  the  Vice-Provoft,  either  to  impofe 
Cf  that  punifhment  on  the  tranfgreffor,  or  to 
u  change  it  into  another,  at  his  own  difcre- 
"  tion,  which  fhall  appear  to  him  to  be  more 
"  efficacious  for  the  prevention  of  tranfgref- 
"  fions,  and  for  reformation." 

When  thefe  ftatutes  were  framed,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  the  College 
was  near  half  a  mile  diftant  from  the  city  of 
Dublin,tho'  now,frpm  the  increafeof  the  city, 
enclofed  within  it :  the  ftatute,  which  forbad 
nightly  excurfions  from  the  College  into  the 
city,  was  defigned  to  prevent  diffipation  and 
vice,  the  ufual  inhabitants  of  cities :  it  did  not 
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forbid  nightly  abfences  from  the  College, 
unlefs  the  absentees  fa/ed  their  time  in  the 
city  :  the  paffing  a  night  in  the  city  is  the 
only  crime  punifhable  by  the  ftatutes :  the 
vices  of  a  city  were  alone  guarded  agaipfh 
For  the  truth  and  propriety  of  this  conftruc- 
tion  of  the  claufe  in  the  i  ith  chapter,  juft 
now  quoted,  (which  agrees  with  the  letter, 
and  the  claufe  I  muft  obferve  too  is  a  pena! 
one,  and  to  be  conftrued  ftridly)  I  appeal 
to  the  underftanding  of  every  man  who 
reads  it.  The  defign  and  meaning  of  it  is 
obvious :  if  the  framer  of  the  ftatutes^  had 
defigned  that  abfence  from  the  College  at 
nights,  in  general,  fhould  be  punifhabie,  he 
would  have  exprefled  it,  becaufe,  from  the 
then  fituation  of  the  College,  a  nodurnal  ab-^ 
fentee  might,  with  more  probability,  be  fup- 
pofed  to  deepen  the  country,  than  the  city. 
Hence  it  is  clear,  that  .if  my  lying  out  of  the 
College  at  night  had  been  proved,  yet  I  was 
not  fubje6t  to  punifhment  by  this  claufe, 
unlefs  it  had  been  alfo  proved  that  I  had  lain 
in  the  city  ;  at  leaft  a  proof  on  my  part,  that 
I  had  lain  in  the  country,  fhould  have  ex- 
empted me  from  punifhment :  but,  it  is 
evident,  from  the  very  words  of  the  Provoft's 

note 
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note  to  the  butler,  that  he  did  not,  or  was 
not  willing  to,  underftand  this  claufe;  for  in 
that  note  he  flates  my  crime  to  be,  lying 
out  of  the  College  (not  in  the  city)  for  five 
nights.  Suppofing,  however,  that  I  had 
been  guilty  of  lying  in  the  city  at  night, 
which  was  not  the  cafe,  and  that  my  guilt 
had  been  proved,  yet  he  had  no  right  to 
commute  the  ftatutable  punifhment  of  the 
fubtradion  of  a  week's  commons,  into  a  pe- 
cuniary one,  in  the  cafe  of  a  Fellow,  by  the 
claufe  in  the  23d  chapter,  which  I  have 
quoted  ^  for  his  power  of  commutation  by 
that  claufe  extends  only  over  the  Students, 
and  the  very  reafon  given  in  the  claufe  for 
inverting  him  with  that  power,  if  I  had  been 
a  Student,  could  not  have  fubjeded  me  to 
the  power  :  for  it  is  given  to  him,  becaufe  it 
had  been  found  by  experience,  that  punifh- 
ment by  fubtradion  of  commons  was  not 
always  fufficiently  efficacious  to  reform  and 
corred  fome  Students ;  but  no  difcoveries  of 
that  nature  had  been  ever  extraded  from 
any  experiments  made  upon  me  j  for  during 
my  long  refidence  in  the  College,  I  never  had 
experienced  any  fort  of  academick  punifh- 
ment, until  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Hutchin- 

fon. 


fdn.  He  may  endeavour  to  juftify  his  con- 
dud  in  infliding  this  pecuniary  pun ifhment 
on  me,  by  afferting,  that,  as  I  was  non-co'd 
(a  technical  Collegiate  expreffion,  fignifying 
that  a  man  is  paid  in  money  the  value  of  his 
commons,  and  does  not  take  them  in  kind 
in  the  Hall)  he  could  not  fubtrad  the  week's 
commons,  according  to  the  ftatute  :  but  it  is 
a  fufficient  anfwer  to  remark,  that  if  he 
could  not  fubtrad  the  week's  commons,  he 
might  have  fubtraded  their  value,  whereas 
ten  fhillings  exceeded  that  value  by  two  at 
leaft;  fo  that  he  adually  proceeded  on  the 
commutation  claufe,  whofe  meaning  he  as 
little  underftood,  as  that  of  the  claufe  in  the 
nth  chapter  already  cited.  The  dangerous 
malignity  of  the  Provoft  was  in  no  inftance 
fo  confpicuous  as  in  this  :  for  as  he  confti- 
tuted  the  common  porters  fpies  upon  my  con- 
dud,  as  thefe  porters  were  all  to  be  nominat- 
ed by  himfelf,  from  the  meaneft  and  moft  fer- 
vile  of  his  dependants  (their  annual  fala- 
ries  being  but  five  pounds  each,  which,  with 
their  cloaths,  and  the  food  they  get  in  the 
Hall,  is  the  whole  of  their  emoluments) 
and  as  he  pretended,  that  the  fuppofed  crime 
for  which  he  punifhed  me,  was  the  crime 
U  fpecified 


fpecified  in  the  laft-mentioned  daufe  in 
the  nth  chapter  of  the  ftatutes,  for  the 
fourth  commiffion  of  which,  expulfion 
is  preferibed  as  a  puniftiment,  he  had  evi- 
dently projected,  and  began  to  execute  a 
fcheme  for  my  expulfion,  of  which,  the  re- 
cord of  this  punifhment,  was  thefirft  of  the 
four  fteps  or  parts  ^  he  imagined  he  could, 
with  the  utmoft  eafe,  execute  the  otherthree? 
for  witnefles  againft  me  would  never  be 
wanting  amongft  the  porters,  liable  to  be 
pradifed  upon,  from  their  poverty,  igno- 
rance and  dependance :.  even  their  miftakes 
might  be  fatal  to  my  Fellowfhip,  I  faw  the 
defign,  and  immediately  fet  myfelf  at  work 
to  counteract  it.  It  had  been  cuftomary, 
when  a  Fellow  paffed  thro  the  College-gate  at 
night,  for  one  of  the  posters  to  attend  him 
from  the  lodge  to  his  chambers  with  a  Ian- 
thorn :  I  determined  to  avail  myfelf  of  this 
cuft-om,  tocorreft  either  the  corruption  or 
miftakes  of  the  porters  :  (hortly  after  my 
return  to  the  College,  from  the  country,  1 
bought  an  account-book,  in  which  I  care- 
fully entered  the  hour,  at  which  I  repaired 
every  evening  to  my  chambers,  and  I  cau- 
fed  the  porter  who  lighted  me,  to  fubfcribe 
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his  name  to  this  entry  :  this  was  but  a  fee- 
ble fecurity  ;  but  it  was  the  beft  in  my  power. 
I  alfo  examined  the  porters  particularly 
concerning  the  orders  they  had  received  re- 
fpecling  me.  As  foon  as  the  Provoft  returned 
from  the  country,  and  found  the  precautions 
I  was  taking  for  my  fecurity,  from  the  in- 
formation of  his  fpies,  he  fent  orders  to  the 
gate,  that  no  porter  (hould  fubfcribe  his 
name  to  any  entry  made  by  me,  or  any  other 
paper,  in  my  chamber  :  the  porters  after- 
wards refufed  to  fubfcribe  my  entries,  and  in- 
formed me  of  their  orders :  thus  did  he  at- 
tempt to  deprive  meofalmofl  the  only  cer- 
tain evidence  I  could  have,  of  my  nightly 
prefence  in  the  College.  But  this  did  not 
difcourage  me  :  I  knew  the  violence  and  in- 
jufticeof  his  proceedings  would  overturn  his 
defign  :  I  ftill  perfevered  in  making  regular 
entries  of  the  times  of  my  return  to  my  cham- 
bers every  evening  :  and,  that  I  might  have 
proper  evidence  of  his  condudt  and  defigns, 
and,  for  the  reafons  before-mentioned,  hav- 
ing little  reliance  on  the  porters,  I  brought 
a  refpedable  *  friend  along  with  me  to  my 
chambers,  one  evening  :  I  then  fent  for  the 
U  2  porter 

*   Dudley  Hulfey,   Efq.  a  Barrifter. 
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porter  who  kept  the  books  at  the  gate,  and 
examined  him  before  my  friend,  concern- 
ing the  orders  the  Provoft  had  given  to  the 
porters,  relating  to  me.  He  informed  us, 
that  the  Provoft  had  given  orders,  that  the 
porters  at  the  gate  fliould  take  a  particular 
account  of  the  times  of  my  going  out  of  the 
College,  and  returning,  and  make  regular 
weekly  returns  of  fuch  account  to  the  head- 
porter,  for  the  Provoft's  ufe\  that  his  or- 
ders, in  this  particular,  extended  to  no  other 
Fellow,  but  to  me^  that  they  were  forbid- 
den to  fubfcribe  their  names  to  any  entry  of 
the  time  of  my  return  into-  my  chamber ;  and 
alfo  coofeffed,  that  they  had  received  di* 
*e£tions  to  keep  thefe  orders  a  profound  fe- 
<:ret  from  me  :  my  friend  wrote  thefe  parti- 
culars down,  with  the  name  of  the  porter, 
that  he  might  be  able  to  give  an  exad  tefti- 
mony  of  them,  on  a  proper  occafion.  To 
protedl  his  own  minions  from  the  effects  of 
any  complaints  of  his  partiality  on  this  oc- 
cafion, and  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  a  proper 
,-xcufe  for  not  punifhing  their  nodurnal  ab- 
nces  from  the  College,  were  fome  of  the 
ions  which  induced  him  to  procure 
diibenfations  in  the  point  of  marriage,  for 
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the  Dodors  Leland  and  Dabzack,   already 
mentioned  $  his  application  for  thefe  difpen- 
fations  being  made  immediately  after  his  at- 
tacking and  fining  me  for  lying  out  of  the 
College.     I  fhall  here  beg  the  reader  to  recur 
to  the  Provoft's  oath,  and  confider  how  con- 
formable his  whole  behaviour  to  me,  particu- 
larly his  conduct  in  this  laft  inftance,  is  to 
that  claufe  of  his  oath,  which  enjoins  hirn, 
"  To  govern  and  defend  all  and  every  of 
the  Fellows,  Scholars,  Penfioners,  Sizers, 
and  the  reft  of  the  members  of  the  College, 
by  the  fame  laws  and  ftatutes,  without 
refpeG,  favour,  or  hatred  of,  or  to,  any 
"  kind,  condition,  or  perfons."     And  I   fo- 
lemnly  declare,  that  no   human  cpnfidera- 
tion,fhall  prevent  me  from  bringing  him  to 
juftice,  before  the  Vifitors,  on  the  next  tri- 
ennial vifitation,  or  fooner,    if  their  graces 
will  permit  me;  for  this  laft  inftance  of  his 
tyranny,  as  well  as  for  his  other  crimes,  firm- 
ly perfuaded,  that  in  fo  doing,    I  fhall  per- 
form a  great  fervice  to  the  College,  and  my 
country,  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  the  Al- 
mighty.     This     perfecution    alarmed    my 
friends  more  than  it  did  myfelf.   I  was  deter- 
mined never  to  bend  under  it  :  it  had  been 
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icommenced  againft  me,  on  the  moft  unjufti- 
hable  and    flagitious    motive,   to    wit,    the 
Provoft-s  refentment,  kindled,   in  general,  by 
my  fteady  obedience  to  the  dictates   of  my 
duty  to  the  College  ;    in  particular,    by  my 
refilling,  in  the  firft  place,    my  approbation 
of  a  Fellow's  accepting  a  Church-living,  and 
retaining  his  Fellowihip,    when  I  thought, 
(as  I  ftill  think,  and  am  ready  to  prove)  that 
the  acceptance  and  enjoyment  of  fuch  a  liv- 
ing were  incompatible  with  the  enjoyment 
of  a  Fellowship  ;    in  the  fecond  place,   be- 
caufe  I  refufed  to  concur  in  the  election   of 
the  Provoft's  butler  (who  was,   at  the  fame 
time,    a  barber  and   a  revenue-officer)  into 
the  place  of  cook  to  the  College,  and  diflent- 
ed  from  his  election  ;  in  the  third  place,  be- 
caufe  I  refufed  to  fupport  the  Provoft's  inte- 
reft,   with  my  votes  on  an  election  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  and  preferred  the   fup- 
port  of  his  Majefty *s  attorney-general  on  that 
pccafion.     It  was  carried   on  with  outrage, 
violence,   injuftice,  and  folly  :  I  knew  a  per- 
fecution,   commenced  from  fuch  a  motive, 
conducted   by   fuch   means,    would,   in   the 
end,  do  more  injury  to  the  aggreflbr,  than  to 
the- object  of  its  fury  :   I  knew  by  experience. 


in  the  cafe  of  my  apology,  that  fubmiffion 
-was  not  my  beft  defence  :  I  determined  to 
annoy  my  adverfary,  who  perfifted  in  his  at- 
tempts to  deftroy  me,  by  all  the  means  in  my 
power  ;  at  the  fame  time  guarding  myfclf 
from  his  attacks  with  the  utmoft  circum- 
ipecflion,  I  perfevered  in  fhe  condudt  I  had 
marked  out,  with  the  utmoft  patience,  con- 
ilancy,  and  activity ;  I  found  him  vulnera- 
ble in  innumerable  parts,  and  I  let  flip  no 
opportunity  of  wounding  him:  his  fabfe- 
quent  attacks  on  me,  I  fruftrated  and  de- 
feated. He  had  proceeded  on  a  fuppofition 
that  I  was  obnoxious  to  his  power  in  one 
particular  j  but  I  found  theL information  of 
his  fpies,  relative  to  it,  groundleis  and  illu- 
five.  At  length,  perceiving  the  repeated  ef- 
forts of  bis  malice  to  he  vain,  and  ftung 
even  to  madnefs,  by  (hafts,  which  his  guilt 
and  folly  rendered  him  unable  either  to  par- 
ry or  return,  he  began  ardently  to  with, 
that  he  could  ridhimfelf  of  me  on  any  terms; 
and,  the  Profeflbrfhip  of  Feudal  and  Englifh 
law,  in  the  Univerfity,  becoming  void  by 
the  untimely  and  lamented  death  of  my  pre- 
deceffor,  he  thought  the  time  of  his  deliver- 
ance was  come  j  and  that  I  would  be  glad 
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to  accept  a  place,  which  would  free  me  from 
fubjedion  to  a  man,  whom  he  was  confcious 
I  defpifed.  But  in  this  he  was  fomewhat 
miftaken  :  he  had  already  exerted  upon  me 
all  the  force  of  his  revenge  and  malice;  and  I 
was  experimentally  convinced  of  my  fuperio- 
rity  over  him,  and  that  I  could  maintain  my 
rights  and  property,  notwithftanding  all  the 
machinations  of  him  and  his  junto,  nay,  thatl 
was  more  fecurein  the  pofleffion  of  them,  than 
he  was,  in  that  of  his  purchafed  promotion  : 
the  falary  of  the  Profeflbrfhip  amounted  only 
to  £360,  per  ann.  that  of  a  Senior-Fellow- 
fhip,  to  which  I  was  then  next  in  fucceffion, 
to  £700  :  to  his  vexation  and  aftonifhrnent, 
I  refufed  to  accept  the  place,  and  confequent- 
ly  to  refign  my  Fellowfhip,  unlefs  the  falary 
was  increafed  to  £460  per  anh.  at  the  fame 
time  declaring  that  the  pofleffion  of  this  place, 
even  with  the  additional  falary,  was  not  an 
objedt  of  my  very  fanguine  wifhes,  and  that 
therefore,  none  of  my  friends  fhould  inter- 
fere in  procuring  a  grant  from  the  crown,  of 
this  additional  falary,  by  which  alone/  the 
payment  of  it  out  of  the  College-funds  couJd 
be  fecured.  The  Provoft,  however,  effetfual- 
ly  exerted  himfelf  to  procure  this  grant,  for 
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,the  purpofe  of  inducing  me  to  accept  the 
place,  and  foon  obtained  it :  I  then  accept- 
ed of  the  Profeflbrfhip,  and  immediately 
caufed  my  name  to  be  ftruck  off  the  College-r 
books  :  and  I  can  with  truth  fay,  that  the 
defign  of  writing  this  treatife,  of  bringing 
Mr.  Hijtchinfon  to  juftice,  and  of  vindica- 
ting the  caufe  of  learning  and  religion  by  an 
attempt  to  refcue  the  College  from  impend- 
ing ru.in,  was  the  only  motive  of  my  pre- 
ferring this  place,  with  a  falary  of  £460  per 
ann.  to  the  more  ample  provifion  oi  a  Senior 
Fellowship.  To  this  impartial  account  of 
the  Provoft's  behaviour  to  me,  I  (hall  only 
fubjoin,  before  I  conclude,  two  or  three  in- 
jl&nces  of  hjs  conduit  fince  the  general  elec- 
tion, to  fuch  members  ag  fupported  the  At- 
torney-General's intereft,  on  that  occafion; 
Jpccanle  fome  of  his-  partiftns,  who  afFecl: 
a  degree  of  moderation,  have  endeavour- 
ed to  extenuate  the  guilt  of  crimes,  the 
•£$mqiiflion  pf  whkh  they  coujd  not  de- 
ny ;  by  aflerting  that  the  man's  paffions 
were  violently  agitated  by  the  opposition  he 
has  met  with  in  the  College  to  his  eledio- 
neering  fchemes ;  that  this  agitation  has  pre- 
cipitated him  iiitp  actions  aod  meafures, 

which 
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which  his  cooler  reflection  would  teach  him 
to  abhor j  and  that,  when  this  tempeft  of 
eleftioneering  was  blown  over,  his  fury,  and 
confequently  his  oppreffions,  would  fubfide, 
and  he  would  become  placid  and  harmlefs, 
like  the  ocean  in  a  calm  :  this  is  but  a  weak 
excufe  at  beft .;  but  I  {hall  prove  from  indif- 
putable  fads,  that  it  is  not  founded  on  truth; 
that  Mr.  Hutchinfon^s  tyranny  is  never  ex- 
erted with  fuch  force  as  when  he  has  receiv- 
ed no  provocation  whatfoever  for  the  exercife 
of  it;  and  that  his  malice  is  only  whetted 
by  the  fubmiffion  of  the  objedts  of  his  ven- 
geance. Revenge  is  his  darling  paffion,  which 
complaifance  and  acquiefcence  in  the  fufferer, 
inftead  of  lulling,  only  roufe  to  more  ma- 
lignant activity.  For,  being  a  ftranger  t€> 
forgivenefs,  he  looks  on  fubmiffion  only  in 
the  light  of  an  advantage  on  his  fide,  to  be 
converted  to  the  ruin  of  the  man,  whom  he 
has  once  confidered  as  his  opponent,  even  in 
the  mod  trivial  circumftance;  as  may  be 
proved  by  his  conduct  to  me,  relative  to  my 
apology.  The  firft  inftance  I  ihall  produce 
as  a  proof  of  thefe  affertions,  is  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Henry  Gamble,  Batchelor  of  Arts  : 
this  gentleman  i$  one  of  the  clerks  of  the 
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buttery,  and  his  place  is  worth  about  fifty 
pounds  per  ann.  the  Provofls  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time  back,  had  aiTumed  a  power  of  no- 
minating the  two  clerks  of  the  buttery,  not 
only  without  being  warranted  in  theexercife 
of  fuch  power  by  the  ftatutes,  but  in  op- 
pofition  to  their  prescriptions ;  the  clerks 
being  College  officers,  and  therefore  elec- 
tive by  the  Provoft  and  Senior  Fellows, 
as  may  be  proved  by  the  24th  chapter  of  the 
ftatutes,  De  inferioribus  Collegii  Miniftris. 
The  Provoft,  after  the  moft  prefling  felicita- 
tions, had,  at  length,  extorted  a  conditional 
promife  from  Mr.  Gamble  to  vote  for  his 
fon  at  the  election,  provided  his  voting  for 
his  fon  did  not  interfere  with  the  intereft  of 
the  Attorney-General,  by  menaces  of  de- 
priving him  of  his  place,  unlefs  he  would 
comply  with  his  requeft,  conveyed  in  an  in- 
dirett  manner,  but  fujficiently  intelligible; 
the  cuftom  of  nomination  of  thefe  clerks 
in  the  College  by  the  Provoft  inducing  Mr. 
Gamble  to  imagine  that  Mr.  Hutchinfon  had 
it  in  his  power  to  execute  his  threat.  Mr, 
Gamble's  inclination  led  him  to  fupport  the 
intereft  of  the  Attorney-General  on  the  elec- 
tion 5  and  before  that  period,  on  confulta- 
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tion  with  his  friends,  and  examination  of  the 
ftatutes,  it  was  found  that  Mr.  Hutchinfon 
had  no  power  to  nominate  the  clerks  of  the 
buttery  ;  and  Mr,  Gamble's  friends  agreed^ 
if  he  had  fuch  power,  that  he  could  not  de- 
prive a  man  ftatutably  in  pofleffion  of  a  Colr 
legiate  office,  u,nlefs  he  could  prove  him 
guilty  of  fome  offence,  or  neglefl: ;  the 
power  of  nomination  not  including  the  pow- 
er of  deprivation  :  they  further  agreed,  as 
this  conditional  promife  was  extorted  from 
JVJft  Gamble  by  fo  bafe  and  impotent  a  me- 
ijgee,  that  h.e  was  not  only,  not  obliged,  but 
ought  not  in  honour,  to  perform  it ;  and  that 
the  very  promife  itfelf  laid  no  obligation  up- 
on him,  as  his  voting  for  Mr.  Hutchinfon's 
fon  would  naturally  injure  the  intereft  of  the 
Attorney-General,,  and  Mr.  Gamble  at  the 
election  voted  fingly  for  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral ;  afting  in  this  particular  with  more  de- 
ference and  delicacy  to  Mr.  Hutchinfon, 
than  the  maxims  of  honour  could  exadt;  for, 
tho'  he  did  not  vote  for  his  fon,  he  declined 
voting  againli  him.  In  the  laft  long  vacati- 
on, fome  months  after  the  eledion,  Mr. 
Gamble  went  to  the  Provoft  to  defire  leave 
of  fcbjfence  in  the  ufual  manner :  the  Pro- 
voft 


voft  had  no  excufe  for  refufing  him,  he 
therefore  complied  with  his  requifition ;  but, 
as  Mr.  Gamble  was  leaving  the  room,  he 
coolly  told  him,  that  he  was  no  longer  a  clerk 
of  the  buttery  :  Mr.  Gamble  bowed  and  re- 
tired. He  immediately  afterwards  came  to 
my  chambers,  and  told  me  the  Provoft's 
conduct  to  him.  I  advifed  him  to  appeal  to 
the  Vifitors,  but  the  Primate  being  then  at 
Armagh,  and  the  time  of  his  return  to  Dub- 
lin uncertain  ;  and,  as  the  Provoft  had  relied 
much  upon  the  length  of  time  which  had 
lapfed  between  Mr.  Berwick's  deprivation 
and  appeal,  I  thought  it  neceffary  that  Mr. 
Gamble  ftiould  give  him  inftant  notice,  that 
he  defigned  to  appeal,  as  foon  as  the  Pri- 
mate returned  :  I  therefore  drew  up  a  writ- 
ing for  him,  protefting  againft  this  deprivati- 
on as  invalid  and  unftatutable,  becaufe  it  was 
founded  on  the  Provoft's  fole  power  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  board;  and  attempt- 
ed without  caufe,  no  crime  or  neglect,  hav- 
ing been  proved  or  even  alledged  againft  Mr. 
Gamble  :  with  this  paper  I  fent  him  imme- 
diately to  the  Provoft  j  but,  not  finding  him 
at  home,  he  ferved  his  fervant  with  a  copy  of 
it  in  the  prefence  of  a  proper  witnefs.  The 
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Provoft,  on  the  next  day,  being  Sunday, 
caufed  the  burfar  to  write  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Gamble,  who  had  gone  about  fourteen  miles 
from  Dublin,  informing  him  that  he  was 
reftored  to  his  office:  he  had  confulted 
with  his  junto,  found  his  behaviour  could 
not  be  fupported;  he  dreaded  another  appeal, 
and  determined,  if  poffible,  to  ftifle  in  its 
infancy  the  clamour  his  conduct  would  pro- 
bably excite,  by  the  celerity  of  the  reftitu- 
tion :  what  made  the  neceffity  he  was  un- 
der of  reftoring  Mr.  Gamble  the  more  gall- 
ing to  him,  was,  that  he  had  immediately 
after  his  declaration  to  Mr.  Gamble,  that  he 
was  no  longer  clerk,  nominated  one  of  the 
bafeft  of  his  own  partifans  to  the  place.  An- 
other inftance  of  his  revenge  and  infolence 
fmce  the  ele&ion,  is  his  behaviour  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  a  Junior  Fellow  of 
long  flanding,  and  a  clergyman  of  irre- 
proachable character :  this  gentleman  had 
been  warmly  attached  to  the  Attorney-Ge- 
neral's intereft  in  the  College,  and,  being  a 
married  man,  was  one  of  thofe  Fellows 
whom  he  had  refcued  from  the  fpecial  tyran- 
ny, which  the  Provoft  defigned  to  exercife 
over  the  remaining  married  Fellows,  after 
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he  had  fecured  his  own  minions  by  difpen- 
fations  in  that  particular.  About  the  mid- 
dle of  the  laft  long  vacation,  Mrs.  Fitzge- 
rald had  contracted  a  dangerous  diforder  af- 
ter her  lying-in  :  the  phylicians  told  her 
that  nothing  would  contribute  fo  much  to 
reftore  her  health,  as  breathing  for  fome 
time  her  native  air ;  and  flie  had  been  born 
about  loo  miles  from  Dublin  :  her  weak 
and  critical  condition,  and  the  poor  accom- 
modations for  travellers  on  the  road,  render- 
ed fo  long  a  journey  extremely  perilous;  her 
hufband  was  refolved  not  to  truft  her  to  the 
care  of  any  body  but  himfelf  on  the  road ; 
and  (he  was  as  unwilling  to  agree  to  any  fe- 
paration  from  him  in  her  then  doubtful  fitu- 
ation  :  in  thefe  circumftances  he  determined 
to  apply  for  leave  of  abfence  from  the  Col- 
lege. The  Provoft  was  at  this  time  refident 
at  his  houfe  in  Palmerftown  ;  and,  tho'  the. 
ftatutes  in  the  22d  chapter,  as  I  before  ob- 
ferved,  have  prefcribed  that  the  regiftry  in 
which,  members  who  obtain  leave  of  ab- 
fence from  the  College,  are  obliged  to  infert 
their  names,  £hall  be  kept  by  the  Provoft, 
or  in  his  abfence  by  the  Vice-Provoft,  yet 
Mr.  Hutghinfon,  to  increafe  his  own  impor- 
tance, 
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tance,  by  making  himfelf  the  object  of  all 
application  and  attention,  had  unftatutably 
prefumed  to  abfent  himfelf  from  the  College, 
and  indulge  in  the  pleafures  of  his  country- 
refidence,  without  leaving  this  regiflry  in 
the  Vice-Provoft's  poffeffion,  tho'  the  Col- 
lege was  not  honoured  by  his  prefence  above 
once  in  a  week :  it  is  true  noftatutable  obli- 
gation lay  upon  any  member,  to  follow  him 
into  the  country,  to  obtain  leave  of  abfence; 
nor  had  he  any  ftatutable  power,  when  out 
of  the  College-gates,  to  grant  it ;  that  power 
in  his  abfence  being  ftatutably  vefted  in  the 
Vice-Provoft,  who  ought  to  have  granted 
leave  in  the  Provoft's  abfence,  and  prepared 
a  regiftfy  for  the  entry  of  the  names  of  fuch 
perfons  as  he  might  think  proper  to  indulge 
in  this  particular.  No  commands  of  the 
Provoft  to  the  contrary,  or  his  omiflion  of 
lodging  the  regiflry  of  abfentees  in  the  Vice- 
Provoft's  hands,  during  his  own  abfence  from 
the  College,  in  any  degree  fufpending  or 
fuperfeding  the  authority  which  devolved  on 
the  Vice- Provoft,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  by  the  fta- 
tutes.  Notwithstanding  this,  Mr.  Fitzge- 
rald, to  avoid  any  imputation  on  him  of 
want  of  refpect  and  attention  to  the  Provoft, 
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thought  proper  to  go  down  to  Palmerftown, 
and   requeft   leave    of   abfence  from    him: 
when  he  came  there,  he  reprefented  the  def- 
perate  ftate  of  his  wife,  and  the  neceffity  he 
was  under  of  accompanying  her  to  the  coun- 
try.     The  Provoft,    after    mentioning  that 
there  were  but  few  Fellows  in  the  College, 
and  hinting  as  many  obftacles  to  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald's journey  as  he  could  invent,  at  length 
afked    him,  at    what  time     he    would    be 
ready    to    fet  out.   Mr.  Fitzgerald  inform- 
ed him  that  he  fhould  be  ready  in  about  four 
days  from  thence,   and  that  his  preparations 
for  his  journey  would  take  up  that  time,  be- 
caufe  he  had  deferred  making  any,  or  writing 
to   his  wife's  father  to  fend  his   carriage   to 
meet  him  on  the  road,  until  he  had  firfl  ob- 
tained leave  of  abfence  from  him :    the  Pro- 
voft  then  complied  with  his  requefr,   telling 
him  that  the  regiftry  of  abfentees  was  at  his 
houfe  in   the   College,   and   that   he   would 
give  dire&ions  to  his  fervant  to  leave  it  out, 
that  Mr.  Fitzgerald  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of    inferring    his    name    and    the    day 
of  his  departure   therein.      Mr.   Fitzgerald 
returned    to    the   College,    hired    a    chaife, 
wrote  for  his  father-in-law's   carriage,   and 
X  made 


made  every  neceffary  preparation  for  his 
journey;  then  went  to  the  Provoft's  houfe,  to 
enter  his  name  in  the  regiftry,  where  the 
fervant  told  him,  he  had  received  no  orders 
concerning  him,  but  that  he  would  apply 
to  his  matter  for  dire&ions:  late  at  night;  of 
the  day,  on  which  he  went  to  the  Provoft's 
houfe,  the  head-porter  came  to  him,  and 
fhewed  him  a  note  he  had  juft  received  from 
the  Provoft,  containing  orders  for  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald's attendance  at  Palmerftown  :  the 
note  was  dire&ed  to  the  head-porter,  for 
this  great  man  did  not  condefcend  to  write 
to  Mr.  Fitzgerald.  On  the  next  day  he  went 
to  Palmerftown,  and  the  phyficians  having 
prefcribed  daily  airing  for  Mrs.  Fitzgerald, 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  take  her  along  with 
him :  he  left  her  in  the  coach,  at  the  Pro- 
voft's gate,  and  went  into  the  houfe,  where 
he  was  (hewn  into  a  parlour  by  a  fervant, 
who  told  him  he  would  inform  the  Provoft 
of  his  arrival.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  waited  with 
the  utmoft  impatience,  full  half  an  hour  : 
his  wife's  fickly  condition,  and  her  fitting 
in  a  hackney-coach,  the  window  of  which 
happened  to  be  broken,  waiting  on  a  pub- 
lick  road,  in  a  very  expofed  fituation,  juftly 

alarmed 


(    3°7 

alarmed  him  :  he  went  out  to  her  twice  or 
thrice,  to  account  for  his  delay  ;  at  length, 
feeing  one  of  the  Provoft's  fervants  in  the  hall 
he  requefted  him  to  inform  his  mafter>  that 
he  attended  to  receive  his  commands,  and  had 
been  waiting  a  confiderable  time  ;  the  fer- 
vant  promifed  to  comply,  retired,  but  did 
not  return :  he  addreffed  one  of  his  fons> 
paffing  thro'  the  hall,  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  received  the  fame  anfwer :  at  laft,  after 
waiting  a  full  hour,  a  fervant  came  to  fliew 
him  up  to  the  Provoft's  chamber  :  when  he 
entered,  he  found  the  joiner,  before-mention- 
ed, fitting  with  the  Provoft,  who  immedi- 
ately, with  every  mark  of  fury,  infolence 
and  contempt,  addreffed  Mr.  Fitzgerald  in 
the  following  words,  "  How  dare  you,  Sir, 
"  have  the  affurance  and  prefumption  to  in- 
"  terrupt  me  by  repeated  ineffages,  when 
"  you  were  informed  that  I  was  bufy  ?" 
Mr.  Fitzgerald's  aftonifhment  and  indigna- 
tion, on  this  addrefs,  may  be  eafier  conceiv- 
ed than  exprefled  -,  but  feeing  the  joiner, 
and  knowing,  the  purpofe  of  his  attendance, 
(for  an  affidavit-man  was  now  as  well  known 
to  be  the  conftant  attendant  of  the  Provoft, 
as  a  fetter  of  a  bailiff,)  he  repreffed  the  die- 
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tates  of  his  refentment,  tho'  naturally  of  a 
very  warm  temper,  and  coolly  anfwered, 
"  That  he  had  not  intended  to  give  the  Pro- 
<c  voft  any  offence  j  that  he  had  fent  no  mef- 
"  fages  but  two,  one  by  a  fervant,  and  the 
"  other  by  his  own  fon,  whom  he  had  met 
"  with  in  the  hall ;  that  they  were  both  very 
"  humble  ones,  expreffive  of  his  duty  to  the 
"  Provoft,  and  that  he  had  not  fent  them, 
"until  he  had  been  kept  waiting  fo  long, 
"  that  he  thought  the  Provoft  either  had 
"  not  been  informed  of  his  coming,  or  had 
"  forgotten  it:"  this  apology  feemed  rather 
to  irritate  than  appeafe  the  Provoft  ;  he  grew 
more  outrageous;  told  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  that 
he  had  prefumed  to  behave  diffefpeftfully 
to  him;  that  he-would  let  him  know  there 
were  ftatutable  punishments  to  reftrain  his 
prefumption  ;  and  afked  him  tauntingly, 
whether 'he  was  encouraged  to  treat  him 
with  difrefped:,  from  the  confideration  of  his 
being  a  Fellow,  whilft  he  himfelf  was  only 
Provoft  ?  the  teftimoninl  abilities  of  the 
joiner  frill  intimidated  Mr.  Fitzgerald  ;  his 
fubmiffion  increafed  with  Mr.  Hutchinfon'g 
infolcnce  ;  he  told  him  with  humility,  that 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  have  brought  his 
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wife  along  with  him,   for  the  benefit  of  the 
air,   of  whofe  infirm  ftate  of  health  he  had 
before   informed   the  Provoft;  that  {he  had 
been,   ever  fince,    fitting  in  a  very  expofed 
fituation,   at  his  gate,  in  a  crazy  hackney- 
coach,   and  that  his  anxiety  about    her   had 
induced  him  to  be  more  felicitous  for  a  dif- 
charge    from  his    attendance,  than  perhaps 
he  otherwife  would  have  been.     Even  this 
excufe  had  no  weight  with  Mr.  Hutchinfon; 
he  repeated  his  menaces  of  inflicting  ftatuta- 
ble  punifhments  on  him,  for  his  difrefpedt  ; 
told  him,  he  was  informed  that  Dr.  Leland 
would  fhortly   have  occafion  to  go   to  the 
country,  and   that  he  would  not  therefore 
grant  him  leave  of  abfence,  as  it  would  caufe 
a  deficiency  in  the  number  of  Fellows,  which 
the  fiatutes  required   the  prefence  of  in  the 
College.     In  vain  did  Mr.  Fitzgerald  plead 
the  defperate  condition  of  his  wife,  the  Pro- 
voft's  leave  of  abfence,  granted  to  him  a  few 
days  before,  the  preparations  for  his  journey, 
made  in  confequence  of  that  leave,   and  his 
having  written  to  his  father-in-law,    to  fend 
his  carriage  to  meet  him  on  the  road,    on  a 
certain  day,    which  he  could  not  then  coun- 
termand ;   all  he  could  obtain  was  leave  of 
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abfence  for  a  fortnight,  which,  confidering 
the  length  of  the  journey,  the  badnefs  of  the 
road,  the  poor  accommodations  for  travellers, 
and  Mrs.  Fitzgerald's  weaknefs,  would  be  al- 
moft  confumed  in  the  going  and  returning. 
This  was  equal  to  a  denial;  and  the  Provoft 
confidered  it  as  fuchj  for  he  jeeringly  told 
him,  that  he  might  hire  a  lodging  in  the 
fuburbs  for  .his  wife.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  acqui- 
efced,  and  it  pleafed  God,  notwithftanding 
this  behaviour  of  the  Provoft,  to  reftore 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald  to  her  health.  Setting  afide 
the  infolence,  oppreffion,  and  cruelty,  which 
mark  this  tranfadion,  let  us  fee  how  far  the 
partifans  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon  can  juftify  his 
refufmg  Mr.  Fitzgerald  leave  of  abfence,  by 
the  ftatutes.  I  have  before  given  a  pretty^ex- 
adt  account  of  the  ftatute  of  abfence,  its  na- 
ture, defign,  and  the  prefent  inexpediency  of 
executing  it  ftridlly  :  the  reafon  he  gave,  for 
refufmg  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  was,  that,  as  he 
was  informed  Dr.  Leland  would,  in  a  fliort 
time  afterwards,  have  occafion  to  go  to  the 
country,  he  would  not  give  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
leave  to  go,  becaufe  his  abfence  would  caufe 
a  deficiency  in  the  number  of  Fellows,  whofe 
ppnftant  refidence  is  required  by  the  ftatute. 


N6w,  in  the  firft  place,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  hav- 
ing afked  leave  before  Dr.  Leland,  had  a 
right  to  be  firft  gratified  :  no  Fellow  hav- 
ing any  right,  by  the  ftatutes,  to  be  pre- 
ferred before  another,  in  this  particular,  ex- 
cept by  priority  of  application  :  in  the  fe- 
cond  place,  the  claufe  of  the  ftatute  of  ab- 
fence,  which  defines  the  number  of  Fellows, 
and  Scholars,  required  to  be  always  refident 
in  the  College,  prefcribes,  that  the  Provoft 
fhall  not  permit  more  than  a  third  part  of 
the  Fellows  or  Scholars  to  be  abfent  from 
the  College  at  one  time.  So  that  if  the  fta- 
tute was  exerted  in  its  rigour,  two-thirds  of 
the  Fellows  and  Scholars  ought  always  to  be 
refident.  But  it  is  plain,  that  a  regard  to 
the  due  execution  of  the  ftatute,  no  way  in- 
fluenced Mr.  Hutchinfon's  condudt  to  Mr. 
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Fitzgerald ;  for  out  of  twenty  one  Fallows, 
fix  or  feven  only  were  refident  in  the  College; 
and  out  of  feventy  Scholars,  not  above  twen- 
ty, fcarce  a  third  part  of  either,  at  the  time 
he  refufed  Mr.  Fitzgerald  leave  of  abfence  : 
the  reft  were  all  abfent  by  his  own  permiffion, 
and  Dr.  Leland  went  with  him  to  England, 
in  about  a  fortnight  after,  leaving  only  fix 
Fellows  refident.  Hence  it  is  obvious,  that 
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he  chofe  to  ufe  this  ftatute  as  an  engine  of 
oppreffion  only  of  the  objects  of  his  malice, 
without  confidering  the  execution   of  it  as 
any  part  of  his  duty.     It  is  further  to  be  re- 
marked,   that  there  is  not,  perhaps,   one  in- 
ftance,  for  100  years  immediately  preceding 
the  promotion  of  Mr,  Hutchinfon,   of  any 
Fellow's  being  refufed  leave  of  ablence,in  the 
middle  of  a  long  vacation.  A  brief  account  of 
his  behaviour,  on  this  occafion,  has  lately  ap- 
peared in  one  of  the  publick  prints,   along 
with  that  of  other  his  enormities  :  this  pub- 
lication increafed  the  clamour  of  the  nation 
againft  him,  and  he  thought  proper  to  make  a 
tedious  harangue  to  the  board,  by  way  of  juf- 
tification,   which  lafted,  as  I  am  told,  de  die 
in  diem,  for  a  confiderable  part  of  three  days; 
and  in  this  fpeech  he  had   the  weaknefs    to 
confefs,   that  having  determined   to   refufe 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  leave  of  abfence,  and  hearing 
that  he  was  a  perfon  of  a  warm  temper,  and 
therefore  likely  to  ufe  fome  difrefpedful  ex- 
preflions    to   him,    on  his    difappointment, 
he  had  requefted  that  the  joiner,   who  hap- 
pened to  be  at  Palmerftown,  on  Mr.   Fitz- 
gerald's arrival,  would  remain  and  be  a  wit- 
nefs   of  what  Ihould  pafs   between  them  : 
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this  confeffion,    couple  d    with    his  infolet 
treatment  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald,   without  any 
manner  of  caufe,    (hews  he  had  determined 
to  take  advantage  of  that  warmth  of  temper, 
which  he  fuppofed  Mr.  Fitzgerald  to  poffefs, 
by  uiing  him  with  unprovoked  outrage,  and 
thereby  to  extort,    perhaps,  fome  unguarded 
expreifion  from  him,  which  he  had  his  wit- 
nei's  ready  to  record,  and  which   he  would 
not  have  failed  to  have  made  ufe  of  to  his  in- 
jury,   perhaps   his    expulfion.      Some  time 
iince  this  confeffion,    hearing  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald had  declared,he  did  not  know  the  join- 
er^ peribn  fufficiently,   to  be  certain  that  it 
was   he   who  was   prefent  in  the  Provoft's 
chamber,    during  the  interview  above  rela- 
ted, he  has  thought  fit  to  commiffion  all  his 
dependants,   even  the  joiner  himfelf,    to  af- 
fert,   that  he  was  not  the  perfon  who  was 
prefent,    and  that  he  would  make  an   affida- 
vit to  that  purpofe:    This  defence  is  exadly 
of  a  piece  with  all  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  defen- 
ces :  he  takes  fome  trivial  circumftance  in  an 
accufation  againft  him,    and  if  his  accufer 
happens  to  be  miftaken  in  it,   he  denies   it 
with  great  triumph    and   oftentation,   altho' 
it  no  ways    leflens  the  guilt   of  the  crime 

objected 


(    3*4    ) 

objected  againft  him.  Now,  for  a  moment, 
fuppofing  that  he  had  been  miftaken,  when 
he  confefled  to  the  board,  that  the  joiner 
was  the  perfon  prefent  at  the  interview  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  how  does  it 
lefTen  the  guilt  of  his  behaviour  to  him  ? 
He  has  not  denied  that  he  refufed  him 
leave  to  go  to  the  country,  under  the  circum- 
ftances  already  mentioned;  nor  that  he  heap- 
ed the  indignities,  already  ftated,  upon 
him  j  nor  that  he  kept  a  perfon  in  the 
room  to  be  a  witnefs ;  but  he  fays,  that 
this  perfon  was  not  the  joiner;  that  is,  he 
admits  the  whole  crime  objected  againft  him; 
but  fays,  that  his  affidavit-man,  in  ordinary, 
not  being  in  waiting  that  day,  he  employed 
another  in  his  room  :  it  is  as  effedtual  a  de- 
fence, as  if  an  houfe-breaker  fhould  confefs 
that  he  broke  open  and  robbed  the  houfe, 
but  that  he  did  not  break  in  at  the  door,  but 
the  window.  The  intermiffion  of  electio- 
neering operations  is  fo  far  from  abating,  that 
it  feems  rather  to  have  increafed  his  info- 
Jence :  he  had  the  prefumption  lately  at  the 
board  to  attack  the  Rev.  Dodtor  Murray, 
towards  whom  he  had  hitherto  preferved 
fome  meafure  of  civility,  not  from  any  re- 
gard 
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gard  to  decency,  but  merely  from  fear  of  in- 
creafing  the  popular  refentment,  already  vio- 
lent againft  him.  This  gentleman,  for  learn- 
ing, integrity,  modefty,  and  patience,  has 
no  fuperior  in  the  kingdom,  and  his  charac- 
ter is  generally  revered:  the  Vice-Chancellor 
lately  applied  to  Dodtor  Murray,  as  regifter 
of  the  College,  and  defired  him  to  demand, 
in  his  name,  from  the  board,  the  copy  of 
fome  entry  relative  to  Berwick's  affair  :  the 
Dodtor,  accordingly,  delivered  the  Primate's 
meflage  to  the  board,  and  Mr.  Hutchinfon 
had  the  prefumption  to  rebuke  him  with 
great  afperity,  for  delivering  any  meffage 
to  the  board,  until  he  had  firft  acquainted 
him  with  it  ;  telling  him,  he  failed  in  his 
duty  to  his  principal,  though  the  Primate's 
meffage  was  diredled  to  the  board,  and  not 
to  the  Provoft,  who  is  but  a  part  of  the 
board  :  one  of  his  partifans,  Do&or  Forfay- 
eth,  with  equal  impudence,  prefumed  to  re- 
fled:  on  his  Grace,  declaring  that  he  had 
made  himfelf  a  party  in  Mr.  Berwick's  af- 
fair, and  ought  not  to  be  indulged  with  any 
copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board.  With 
the  view  alfo  of  being  as  troublefome  as  pof- 
fible  to  fuch  of  the  Fellows,  as  have  refufed, 
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or  fhall  hereafter  refufe,   to  obey  his  arbitra- 
ry injunctions,  he  has  conftituted  the  com- 
mon porters,  their  menial  fervants,  fpies  over 
them  ;   thefe  wretches  have  orders  to  watch 
the   attendance  of  Doctors  and  Bachelors  of 
Divinity,    on  chapel  duties,   and   to   mark 
down   the  number  of  their  attendances  in 
each  week  at  the  chapel,  where  the  fervice 
is  celebrated  in  general  thrice  each  day  :   he 
never  attends   fervice  himfelf  above  once  a 
week,   and  very  often  negle&s  even  that  at- 
tendance.    To  avoid  the  indecency  of  pro- 
claiming the  porters  to  be  eftablifhed  infor- 
mers againft  their  mafters,  the  Senior  Dean, 
Doftor  Leland,  has  notified  to  the  Fellows, 
that  he  is  ordered  by  the  Provoft  to  infpeft 
into  their  attendance  at  chapel;   but  as  he 
does  not  attend   above  once  in  a  fortnight, 
(for  all  the  Provoft's  friends  have  an  abfo- 
lute  indemnity)   he  can  return  no  account  to 
the  Provoft,  but  that  which  he  himfelf  re- 
ceives from  the  porters. 


Without  producing  any  other  inftances 
of  the  Provoft's  conduit,  I  think  I  have  ful- 
ly demonstrated  that  he  has  formed  the  de- 
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fign  of  baniOiing  from  the  College  all  per- 
fons,  who  poffefs  either  honefty  or  learning; 
that  he  has  converted  all  College  emoluments 
into  electioneering  douceurs  ;  that  he  perfifts 
with  unwearied,  fuccefsful,  and  deftruflive 
activity  in  the  execution  of  his  fchemes ;  and, 
that  if  he  is  permitted  to  proceed  in  the  fame 
career  for  five  years  longer,  (in  which  time 
he  will  have  nominated  the  whole  fet  of 
Scholars,  and  fome  Fellows,  his  elections, 
as  I  have  before  {hewn,  being  nominations 
in  effect)  the  College  will  be  utterly  ruined. 
The  gentlemen,  at  prefent,  members  of  the 
board,  who  have  dared  to  perform  their  du- 
ty, tired  of  an  ineffectual  opposition,  mock- 
ed at  a  deftruction,  which  they  are  not  able 
to  prevent ;  worried  almoft  to  death  by  his 
petulance,  infolence,  outrage,  haranguing, 
&c.  and  even  apprehenfive  of  daily  attacks 
on  their  Fellow/hips,  their  hard-earned  pro- 
perties, from  his  informations,  intrigues, 
jobs,  and  chicanery,  will 'embrace,  with  a 
degree  of  avidity,  the  firft  opportunity-  of 
efcaping  from  his  tyranny,  by  accepting 
church-livings  in  the  gift  of  The  -  College, 
as  they  become  vacant;  fo  that  the  board 
will  be  fhortly  made  up  of  his  own  crea- 
tures and  tools :  and  what  is  to  be  expected 
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from  them  may  appear  from  the  fadts  I  have 
already  ftated,  relative  to  them.  I  hope  that 
every  fincere  Proteftant,  of  the  church  of  Ire- 
land, will  ferioufly  confider  the  effedls  of  fo 
(hocking  an  event,  as  the  deftrudlion  of  the 
College  of  Dublin ;  I  imagine  it  will  require 
no  great  perfuafive  powers  to  convince  them, 
that  the  ruin  of  the  church  will  be  the  cer- 
tain confequence  ;  the  glory  of  the  reforma- 
tion will  be  laid  in  duft,  and  true  chriftian 
purity  will  yield  to  the  bold,  bufy,  blind 
efforts  of  fuperftition  and  fanaticifm :  for 
when  the  only  nurfery  from  whence  this 
church  can  be  fupplied  with  paftors,  guardi- 
ans, and  defenders,  is  utterly  rooted  out, 
the  flock  will  wander  without  fliepherds, 
an  eafy  defencelefs  prey  to  the  ravening 
wolves,  already  impatient  for  blood,  flaugh- 
ter,  and  confuiion. 


It  now  only  remains  that  I  fhould  point 
out  the  proper  remedies  for  this  diforder, 
which  thus  menaces  the  church  with  de- 
ftrudion,  and  the  nation  with  darknefs, 
barbarity,  and  ignorance.  The  firft  and  moft 
effectual  remedy  I  fhall  propofe,  is  a  due  ex- 
ertion of  the  vifitatorial  power  :  I  will  fhew 
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from  the  ftatutes  the  extent  of  that  power, 
and  its  ability  to  fave  the  College  :  in  the 
27th    chapter   are    the    following   claufes. 
"  Laftly,    becaufe  nothing   can  be  fo  efta- 
"  blifhed  and  fortified  by  good  laws,  but  it 
"  may  be  eafily  eluded,  from  fome  contri- 
"  vance  of  fraud,  by  thofe  who  are  inclined 
"  to  live  licentioufly,  and  let  loofe  the  reins 
"  of  their  luxury  and  luft:  therefore  we  give 
"  a  power  to  the  Vifitors  of  the  College, 
"  conftituted  in  our  royal  charter,  and  more- 
"  over  befeech  them  in  the  Lord,   to  repair  to 
"  this  College  once  in  every  period  of  three 
"  years,  either  in  perfon,  or  by  others  deput- 
"  ed  to  perform  that  office,  and  aflemble  to- 
€€  gether  the  Provoft,  Vice-Provoft,  Deans, 
"  Burfar,  Ledturers,  Fellows,  Scholars,  and 
"  all  the  Students  of  the  College,  and  vi- 
€<  fit  the  College,  as  well  in  the  head  as  in 
"  the  members,    and  diligently  inquire  of, 
"  and  concerning,   all  and  fingular  the  mat- 
"  ters  relating  totheftate,  advantage,  honor, 
*c  and  ftatutes  of  the  aforefaid  College,  and 
"  the  reformation  and  corredion  of  its  Pro- 
"  voft,  Vice-Provoft,  vBurfar,   Deans,  Scho- 
"  lars,  Students,  and   Servants  :   to  require 
"  an  oath  from  each  of  them  to  fpeak  the 
"  truth   in   all  and  fingular    the  premifes ; 

"  duly 
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*'  duly  to  punifh  and  reform  the  crimes,  ex* 
"  ceffes,  delinquencies,  and  neglefts,  of  any 
"  members  of  the  aforefaid  College,  how- 
"  foever  committed,  which  (hall  be  difco- 
"  covered  in  that  vifitation,  according  to  the 
<c  quality  and  exigency  of  the  crimes,  ex- 
"  ceffes,  delinquencies,  and  negleds,  and 
"  according  to  the  tenor  of  thefe  ftatutes ;  or 
"  to  take  care  that  they  be  punished  and  re- 
<e  formed  by  the  Provoft,  or  tbofe  whofe 
"  bufinefs  it  is  fo  to  do  and  to  do;  and  exer- 
"  cife  all  and  fingular  the  other  things  which 
*'  are  neceffary  for,  or  any  way  conducive 
"  to,  their  correction  and  reformation, altho' 
*'  it  fliould  happen  that  they  (hould  be  ob- 
"  liged  to  proceed  to  the  deprivation  or  re- 
"  moval  of  the  Provoft,  Vice- Provoft,  or 
"  any  body  elfe,  from  their  adminiftration 
"  or  office,  or  to  the  removal  of  any  Pel- 
"  low,  Scholar,  or  Student  from  this  Col- 
"  lege  (if  the  ftatutes  of  the  College  fhall 
"  warrant  and  require  fuch  removal.)  How- 
"  ever,always  provided,  according  to  the  te- 
"  nor  of  tne  charter,  that  nothing  (hall 
"  ever  be  done  either  in  deprivation,  or  any 
"  of  the  more  weighty  affairs  of  the  Col- 
"  lege,  without  the  approbation  of  the  Chan- 
cc  cellor  of  the  Univerfity,  (whom  we  con- 

ftitute 


"  ftitute  the  chief  Vifitor  of  this  College) 
"  or  if  any  thing  be  done,  that  it  be  held 
"  void.  We  alfo  will  and  ordain,  that  the 
(f  aforefaid  Vifitors,  befides  their  ordinary 
"  and  triennial  vifitation,  {hall  have  full 
"  power  and  authority  to  repair  to  the  Col- 
"  lege,  and  perform  all  things  belonging  or 
"  appertaining  to  the  office  of  Vifitors,  as  of- 
"  ten  as  they  {hall  be  required  fo  to  do,  by 
"  the  Provoft  and  major  part  of  the  Senior 
"  Fellows,  or  by  the  Provoft  alone,  or  by 
"  all  the  Seniors,  againft  the  will  of  the 
"  Provoft. 

"  And  we  charge  the  confcience  of  the 
(f  Vifitors,  as  they  will  anfwer  for  it,  before 
"  the  Almighty  God,  and  exhort  them  in 
"  the  bowels  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that 
"  in  doing  and  performing  the  premifes, 
<(  they  will  have  God  only  before  their  eyes, 
"  and  that,  paying  no  regard  to  favour,  fear, 
"  hatred,  entreaties,  bribery,  pretences,  or 
"  opportunities,  they  will  diligently  attend 
"  to  their  office  of  vifitation,  inquifition, 
"  correcftion,  and  reformation,  and  faith - 
"  fully  perform  it  in  all  things,  as  they  will 
"  anfwer,  in  this  cafe,  before  God  in  his  laft 
<c judgment?* 

Y  From 


From  thefe  claufes,  and  the  fads  ftated 
in    this    treatife,     it   is    evident,     that   his 
Royal   Highnefs   the  Duke  of   Gloucefter, 
Chancellor    of   the    Univerfity,     and     the 
two  Archbifhops  of  Armagh  and   Dublin, 
have  it  now  in   their  power  to  refcue  the 
College  out  of  the  hands  of  this  worfe  than 
Vandalick  deftroyer,    and  prevent  its  utter 
defolation  :   their  vifitatorial  power,  of  com- 
pelling  the  Fellows  and  Scholars  upon  oath 
to  anfwer  concerning  every  thing  relating  to 
the  honour  or  adv.  utrge  of  the  College,  has 
put  arms  into  the  hands  of  their  Graces  fuffi- 
cient  to  repel  the  hoftile  invafion  of  this  il- 
literate intruder,   and  vindicate  the  interefts 
of  learning  and  religion:  the  exalted  ftations 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  and  their  Graces,  the 
guardianship  of  the  Church  of  this  kingdom, 
committed  to  the  two  Archbifhops ;  confci- 
fcience,  honour,  the  very  fpirit  of  the  royal 
founders,  yet  breathing  in  the  charter  and 
ftatutes,    and    the    groans    of  the   fufferers 
under    this   ignominious   and    baneful    ty- 
ranny, all  call  upon  his  Royal  Highnefs  and 
their  Graces  for  exertion  of  their  authority, 
for    relief  and    protection.     I,   feeble  as   I 
am,  have  dragged  this  Cacus  from  his  den, 

before 
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before  the  bar  of  the  publick.  I  am  ready 
and  able  to  haul  him  before  the  vifitatorial 
tribunal  of  their  Graces,  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  his  deferts.  Suffer  not,  great 
Prince  and  holy  Prelates,  this  worthlefs  in- 
truder, like  the  molten  calf,  longer  to  re- 
main the  object  of  extorted  worship  from  the 
chofen  people  of  the  Lord  !  pull  down  this 
pafte- board  Goliath  !  who  has  fo  often  proud- 
ly defied  the  ministers  of  religion,  the  ar- 
mies of  the  living  God  !  the  power  is  in 
your  hand s.,  his  crimes  call  aloud  for  cor- 
rection, and  the  evidence  is  full,  certain,  and 
inconteftible.  Tho*  I  will  not  fuffer  myfelf 
to  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  royal  and  ve- 
nerable Vifitors  will  liften  to  the  pathetick 
exhortations  of  the  ftatutes,  and  to  this  pub- 
lick  manifestation  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon's 
guilt,  and  apply  the  remedy  in  their  power 
for  the  falvation  of  this  College,  Church, 
and  Kingdom  ;  yet,  left  from  the  incertain- 
ty  of  all  events  in  this  world,  the  applicati- 
on of  the  firfl.  remedy  may  be  delayed  or 
fail  of  effect,  I  ihall  point  out  two  other 
remedies,  the  application  of  which  depends 
upon  the  pleafure  of  the  renowned  Monarch, 
who  now  wields  the  Briti(h  fceptre.  As  the 
Provoft's  crimes  give  a  ftatutable  power  to 

the 
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the  Vifitors  of  depriving  him,  fo  his  incapa- 
city  veils  the  fame   power  in  his  Majefty. 
The  King's  patent  is  voidable  by  the  com- 
mon  law  of  the  land,   if  it  can   be  made 
appear,   that  he  was  deceived  in  his  grant. 
In  the  prefent  cafe,  his  Majefty's  confidence 
has  been  abufed  :    Sir  John   Blacquiere,  an 
obfcure,    unprincipled  Sub-agent  of  a  great 
Minifter  of  the  Crown,  has  for  his  own  emo- 
lument procured  that  Minifter  to  mifrepre- 
fent  this  College  and  kingdom  to  the  throne  : 
a  man  pofleffing  no  kind  of  academick  learn- 
ing, except  fuch  a  knowledge  of  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages,  as  is  ufually  acquired 
by  a  fchool-boy   of   two  years  Handing,  is 
recommended  by  the  Viceroy  to  his  Majefty, 
as  a  proper  perfon  to  be  appointed  Provoft 
of  this  College;    to  be  the  head  of  a  Semi- 
nary,   founded    for    the    inftitution    of    the 
youth  of  a  whole  kingdom  in  all  the  fciences, 
in  every  branch  of  ufeful  knowledge  >   and 
this  head  too  is  invefted  with  a  power  by  the 
ftatutes,  of  determining  folely  upon  the  lite- 
rary  merits  of  all  the   ftudents,    of  nomi- 
nating  to   all   the   vacant    Fellowfliips    and 
•  Scholarships,    by  the  ftatutes  held   forth  as 
the  prizes  for  fuperior  learning.     In  confe- 
quence  of  this  recommendation,   this  man 

is 


is  appointed  Provoft,  and  the  extraordinary 
power  of  the  Crown  is  exerted  to  difpenfe 
with  his  want  of  many  effential  ftatutable 
qualifications  of  a  Provoft.  The  deception 
is  glaring  and  notorious ;  he  has  not,  howe- 
ver, yet  procured  a  difpenfation  to  excufe 
his  want  of  learning ;  and  I  flatter  my- 
felf,  that  if  he  fhould  apply  for  it,  the 
crown  will  never  grant  it.  This  defect 
alone  is  fufficient  to  avoid  his  patent :  he  is  a 
man  of  obfcure  parentage,  without  friemis 
or  connections  ;  he  owes  all  his  importance 
to  the  effects  of  blind  chance,  and  the  mil- 
placed"  favour  of  the  King's  minifters  here: 
that  favour  withdrawn,  he  will  fink  into 
his  native  infignificance,  his  original  little- 
nefs  !  if  he  (hould  refufe  to  re  fig  n  an  office, 
the  duties  of  which  he  is  incapable  of  per- 
forming, and  his  retaining  of  which  is  a  dif- 
grace  to  adminiftration,  at  the  defire  of  the 
reprefentative  of  his  Majefty  here,  the  pro- 
per officer  of  the  crown  may  be  commanded 
to  bring  a  Scire  Facias  againft  him,  to  avoid 
his  patent,  on  the  ground  that  his  Majefty 
has  been  deceived  in  his  grant,  and  Mr.  Hut- 
chinfoa's  incapacity  to  perform  the  duties  of 
the  Provoftfhip,  can  be  eafily  proved.  Ano- 
ther remedy,  in  his  Majefty 's  power  to  ad- 
min ifter, 


minifter,  is,  a  temporary  alteration  of  the 
ftatutes.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  the 
crown  has  a  power  of  altering  the  ftatutes  of 
the  College,  at  pleafure.  Let  Mr.  Hutchin- 
fon  (if  it  is  not  thought  advifable  to  avoid 
his  patent)  be  deprived  of  all  power,  authori- 
ty or  revenue  in  the  College,  during  his  life  ; 
let  his  authority  be  entirely  transferred  to  the 
board  of  Senior  Fellows,  and  his  revenue 
be  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenfe  of  the 
new  buildings :  all  this  may  be  done  by  a 
temporary  alteration  of  the  ftatutes,  and  will 
afford  effectual  relief  to  the  College.  His 
Majefty's  juftice,  benevolence,  piety,  and 
paternal  regard  to  his  fubjedts,  will  not  fuf- 
fer  me  to  entertain  a  doubt,  that  he  will, 
when  acquainted  with  the  grievances  of  this 
College,  extend  fuch  relief  to  the  members 
of  it,  and  to  the  fuffering  church  of  this 
kingdom,  as  his  wifdom  may  dictate  :  and 
that  fuch  relief  may  be  fpeedy  and  effectual, 
is  the  ardent  wifh  of  multitudes  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  faithful  and  obedient  fubjefts,  as  well 
as  the  author  of  this  treatife. 
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